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1. IRAQ 
 

 UNESCO launches new report over 

managing Drought in Iraq  

 

The United Nations’ Educational, 

Scientific, and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO), announced today the launching 

of the Analysis Report “Integrated 

Drought Risk Management – National 

Framework for Iraq" produced by 

UNESCO’s Iraq Office under the Drought 

Risk Management (DRM) Project. 

 

A statement by UNAMI received by AIN 

cited "During the previous months, 

UNESCO and UNAMI's Joint Analysis Unit 

assessed the information gathered and 

analyzed investigating the severity, trend 

and impact of drought on key sectors and 

societal groups, in order to support the 

formulation of an integrated programme 

to manage drought risks in Iraq. Based on 

available meteorological data, the study 

introduced the "Standard Precipitation 

Index (SPI)", as the first drought index 

indicator applied to Iraq. This new 

indicator will help experts identify drought 

patterns across the country, allowing 

them to predict and monitor future 

drought episodes and to classify the most 

vulnerable areas." 

 

The statement quoted the head of 

UNESCO's Natural Sciences Sector in Iraq, 

Dr. Andreas H. Lück, as saying 

"Understanding any problem is always the 

first step towards finding appropriate 

solutions," noting that "The data 

published in this report, and the SPI in 

particular, will help the government 

improve its capacity and performance in 

drought monitoring, formulate strategies 

and policies for drought preparedness, 

and most importantly to reduce the risks 

of future drought events." 

 

Dr. Lück, ensured that this major step 

comes in a series of comprehensive 

response developed by UNESCO in the 

field of drought and water resources’ 

management. 

 

"Overcoming water shortage remains one 

of Iraq's major challenges. Aggravated in 

recent years by drought and climatic 

variations, Iraq faces declining storage and 

irrigation capacities, while water scarcity 

has led to more arid conditions, saltier and 

eroding soils, and - as a consequence - to 

an aggravated  desertification of the 

arable lands which dramatically affects 
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agricultural productivity," the statement 

added. 

 

"Through its diverse interventions in the 

field of water resources’ management, 

UNESCO’s Iraq Office is supporting the 

Government of Iraq in building 

institutional capacities in drought planning 

and research. It promotes the adherence 

to international conventions and treaties 

pertaining to water use, and establishes a 

reliable database of indicators allowing 

the formulation of informative policies 

and efficient strategies," the statement 

concluded. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=category&l

ayout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2 

 

 Sa'adi calls to amend constitution to 
avoid increasing parliament seats  

 

 

 

MP, Kamal al-Sa'adi, of the State of Law 

Coalition headed by the Premier, Nouri al-

Maliki, to amend the constitution to 

prevent not increasing the parliament 

seats. 

 

Speaking to All Iraq News Agency (AIN) 

"The constitution must be amended to 

stop the attempts of increasing the 

parliament seats where the seats will be 

increased due to the increase of the 

population." 

 

"The increase will result in wasting the 

budget by paying the huge funds to the 

MPs and their guards in addition to 

complicating the parliament while 

discussing the laws," he concluded 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

43744:saadi-calls-to-amend-constitution-

to-avoid-increasing-parliament-

seats&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Parliament Presidency keeps its 
session open till Monday 

 

The Presidency of the Parliament decided 

to keep the Parliament session open till, 

tomorrow, Monday. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43744:saadi-calls-to-amend-constitution-to-avoid-increasing-parliament-seats&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43744:saadi-calls-to-amend-constitution-to-avoid-increasing-parliament-seats&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43744:saadi-calls-to-amend-constitution-to-avoid-increasing-parliament-seats&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43744:saadi-calls-to-amend-constitution-to-avoid-increasing-parliament-seats&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43744:saadi-calls-to-amend-constitution-to-avoid-increasing-parliament-seats&catid=35:political&Itemid=2


 

   Sayfa 5 

A Parliamentary source stated to  All Iraq 

News Agency (AIN) ''The Speaker of the 

Parliament, Osama al-Nijaifi, decided to 

keep the Parliament session open till 

Monday to resume discussions over the 

amendment suggestion of elections law.' 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

43749:urgent-parliament-presidency-

keeps-its-session-open-till-

monday&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Parliament adjourns its session to 
tomorrow  

 

The House of Representatives adjourned 

its session to Monday to vote on the 

election law. 

 

The Iraqiya T.V channel reported that the 

Council of Representatives has decided to 

adjourn its meeting today to Monday to 

vote on the election law. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLEK 

 

 Nijaifi meets heads of blocs to discuss 
increasing 3 parliament seats  

 

 

 

The Speaker, Osama al-Nijaifi, held a 

meeting with the heads of the blocs to 

discuss the suggestion of increasing three 

parliament seats. 

 

MP, Mohamed al-Mashkoor, stated to AIN 

"Nijaifi met the heads of the blocs to 

discuss increasing three seats to be 128 

seats inside the parliament." 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

43746:nijaifi-meets-heads-of-blocs-to-

discuss-increasing-3-parliament-seats-

&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Parliament session starts to vote on 
elections law  

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43749:urgent-parliament-presidency-keeps-its-session-open-till-monday&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43749:urgent-parliament-presidency-keeps-its-session-open-till-monday&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43749:urgent-parliament-presidency-keeps-its-session-open-till-monday&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43749:urgent-parliament-presidency-keeps-its-session-open-till-monday&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43749:urgent-parliament-presidency-keeps-its-session-open-till-monday&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLEK
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLEK
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43746:nijaifi-meets-heads-of-blocs-to-discuss-increasing-3-parliament-seats-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43746:nijaifi-meets-heads-of-blocs-to-discuss-increasing-3-parliament-seats-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43746:nijaifi-meets-heads-of-blocs-to-discuss-increasing-3-parliament-seats-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43746:nijaifi-meets-heads-of-blocs-to-discuss-increasing-3-parliament-seats-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43746:nijaifi-meets-heads-of-blocs-to-discuss-increasing-3-parliament-seats-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
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The parliament started its session on 

Sunday to vote on the elections law. 

 

A statement by the parliament received by 

All Iraq News Agency cited "The 

parliament will vote on the elections law 

and conduct the first and second readings 

for two other laws." 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

43743:parliament-session-starts-to-vote-

on-elections-

law&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Tuesday official Holyday  

 

In a statement issued on Sunday, Nov. 3, 

the Follow up Department at the Cabinet's 

Secretariat announced that Tuesday, Nov. 

5, is a Holly day celebrating the New 

Islamic Hegira year. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Menu.asp?Zr07_VQ=I 

 

 Jafari, Khuza'e discuss the political 
process  

 

 

 

Leader of the National Alliance, Ibrahim al-

Jafari, discussed with Vice President, 

Khoda'yir al-Khuza'e, the political process 

in whole. 

 

A statement issued on Sunday, Nov. 3, by 

the Office of the leader of National 

Alliances said that the two discussed Iraq's 

political process in whole and means to 

move it forward through consolidate the 

role of the three authorities, support 

Parliament toward enacting the laws that 

serve the citizens, as well as asserting that 

elections be held on the set date. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLJL 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43743:parliament-session-starts-to-vote-on-elections-law&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43743:parliament-session-starts-to-vote-on-elections-law&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43743:parliament-session-starts-to-vote-on-elections-law&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43743:parliament-session-starts-to-vote-on-elections-law&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43743:parliament-session-starts-to-vote-on-elections-law&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Menu.asp?Zr07_VQ=I
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Menu.asp?Zr07_VQ=I
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLJL
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLJL
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 Senior official of the electoral 
commission office killed in Nineveh  

 

 

 

According to a police source in Nineveh 

province, a member in the Office of the 

Electoral Commission was assassinated on 

Sunday northern of Mosul city. 

 

“The gunmen stormed into the home of 

the secretary Director of the Office of the 

Electoral Commission, Baraa Salem in 

Tahrer neighborhood north of Mosul and 

shot him dead then fled away,” the source 

told “Shafaq News”. 

 

“The security forces cordoned off the 

scene and carried out raids and searches 

in the surrounding areas in search of 

militants while dead man’s body was 

transferred to the forensic medicine 

department,” the source added. 

 

Mosul city the center of Nineveh province 

(about 402 km north of Baghdad) suffer 

from the spread of armed groups that 

carry out various operations such as 

murder , bombing and kidnapping in 

addition to collect of "royalties " from 

traders and rich people to support their 

elements 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/security/777

2-senior-official-of-the-electoral-

commission-office-killed-in-nineveh.html 

 

 Basra Governor, Kuwait Prince agree 
upon inaugurating Kuwaiti consulate 
in Basra  

 

 

 

Basra Governor, Majid al-Nasrawi, met the 

Prince of Kuwait, Sabah Jabber al-Ahmed 

al-Sabah, and they agreed upon to 

inaugurate a Kuwaiti consulate in Basra 

province. 

 

The Governor's office reported in a 

statement received by AIN ''The meeting 

resulted in many resolutions such as 

inaugurating a Kuwaiti consulate in Basra 

province to address citizens affairs and 

promote bilateral relations between Iraq 

and Kuwait.'' 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/security/7772-senior-official-of-the-electoral-commission-office-killed-in-nineveh.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/security/7772-senior-official-of-the-electoral-commission-office-killed-in-nineveh.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/security/7772-senior-official-of-the-electoral-commission-office-killed-in-nineveh.html
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''Nasrawi emphasized the necessity to 

promote mutual relations between Iraq 

and Kuwait by exchanging experiences in 

all economic, sport, legal and education 

sectors to encourage investors to 

contribute in reconstruction process in 

Iraq,'' the statement added. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

43755:basra-governor-kuwait-prince-

agree-upon-inaugurating-kuwaiti-

consulate-in-

basra&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Turkish Ambassador assures Turkey's 
support for Iraq  

 

The Turkish Ambassador to Iraq, Faruq 

Qimagjay, revealed that Turkey will always 

supports Iraq in all cases. 

 

The Turkish Embassy reported in a 

statement received by AIN ''The Turkish  

Ambassador participated in the 

celebrations of Baghdad and he confirmed 

Turkey supportive stance with Iraq.'' 

 

''The Ambassador cited the popular 

proverb ''No lover like mother and no 

home like Baghdad'','' the statement 

concluded. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=category&l

ayout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2 

 

 Suicide blasts rock police HQ in 
central Iraq  

 

At least three suicide bombings struck a 

police headquarters in the restive central 

Iraqi city of Baquba on Sunday, killing 

three policemen, security and medical 

officials said. 

 

The blasts went off at about 8:00 pm 

(1700 GMT) and were followed by clashes 

in the surrounding area of Mafreq, with 

officials warning the casualty toll could 

rise as medical teams did not have full 

access to the sites. 

 

An initial car bomb was detonated by a 

suicide bomber outside the headquarters 

of a police battalion in Mafreq, and in the 

ensuing chaos, another suicide bomber 

blew himself up. 

 

A third bomber subsequently managed to 

enter the battalion compound and blew 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43755:basra-governor-kuwait-prince-agree-upon-inaugurating-kuwaiti-consulate-in-basra&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43755:basra-governor-kuwait-prince-agree-upon-inaugurating-kuwaiti-consulate-in-basra&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43755:basra-governor-kuwait-prince-agree-upon-inaugurating-kuwaiti-consulate-in-basra&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43755:basra-governor-kuwait-prince-agree-upon-inaugurating-kuwaiti-consulate-in-basra&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43755:basra-governor-kuwait-prince-agree-upon-inaugurating-kuwaiti-consulate-in-basra&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43755:basra-governor-kuwait-prince-agree-upon-inaugurating-kuwaiti-consulate-in-basra&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
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himself up at the entrance to the main 

building. 

 

Officials said security forces were chasing 

a fourth bomber as well. 

 

Clashes also broke out in three other 

neighbourhoods of Baquba, which lies 60 

kilometres (35 miles) north of the capital 

in one of the country's least stable 

provinces. 

 

Elsewhere in Iraq on Sunday, six people 

were killed, the latest in a months-long 

surge in violence that the authorities have 

largely failed to stem despite wide-ranging 

operations and tightened security 

measures. 

 

In northern Nineveh province, a suicide 

bomber drove through a police checkpoint 

and detonated a car rigged with 

explosives, killing two policemen and 

wounding three others and a civilian who 

was nearby, security and medical officials 

said. 

 

The bombing struck the Shiite Turkmen 

city of Tal Afar. 

 

Also in Nineveh, gunmen opened fire on 

an army checkpoint in the provincial 

capital Mosul, killing two soldiers. And an 

election commission worker was gunned 

down elsewhere in Mosul. 

 

In south Baghdad, a roadside bomb 

targeting a police patrol killed a major and 

wounded three other policemen, officials 

said. 

 

Violence so far this year has left more 

than 5,450 dead, the country's worst 

violence since 2008, and Prime Minister 

Nuri al-Maliki has appealed to the US for 

greater cooperation in the fight against 

militancy. 

 

In addition to major security problems, 

the Iraqi government has failed to provide 

adequate basic services such as electricity 

and clean water, and corruption is 

widespread. 

 

Political squabbling has paralysed the 

government, while parliament has passed 

almost no major legislation in years. 

 

http://www.afp.com/en/news/ 

 

http://www.afp.com/en/news/
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 2 Car bomb deactivated in Baquba, 
casualties of suicide attack increased 
up to one killed, 9 wounded 

 

Baquba, 3 November 2013 - Police 

deactivated 2 car bombs near the security 

headquarters that witnessed suicide 

attack in Baquba. 

 

Security source told NINA that explosive 

ordnance disposal team deactivated two 

car bombs found in the vicinity of 

Emergency Police Headquarters in 

Baquba. 

 

Meanwhile, the number of casualties 

resulted from the suicide attack in 

Baquba, reached one security man killed 

and 9 wounded, including security men. 

 

Earlier in the evening, gunmen and a car 

bomb driven by suicide attacker, in 

addition to an improvised explosive device 

attached the headquarters of the 

Emergency Police force in central Baquba, 

Diyala province. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLKI 

 

 4 IA elements killed, wounded in 
Yusifiya  

 

An Iraqi Army officer was killed while 

three soldiers were wounded when  an 

Improvised Explosive Device exploded to 

the south of Baghdad. 

 

Security source mentioned to  All Iraq 

News Agency (AIN) ''The IED, which was 

emplaced on a roadside, exploded 

targeting an Iraqi Army patrol in Yusifiya 

area (20 KM) to the south of Baghdad.'' 

''The explosion of the IED resulted in 

killing an Army officer and wounding three 

soldiers as well as causing material 

damages to the vehicle of the patrol,'' the 

source added. 

 

''The security forces blocked off the 

explosion area transporting the dead body 

to the morgue and the wounded soldiers 

to the hospital for treatment,'' the source 

concluded 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

43747:urgent-4-ia-elements-killed-

wounded-in-

yusifiya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLKI
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLKI
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43747:urgent-4-ia-elements-killed-wounded-in-yusifiya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43747:urgent-4-ia-elements-killed-wounded-in-yusifiya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43747:urgent-4-ia-elements-killed-wounded-in-yusifiya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43747:urgent-4-ia-elements-killed-wounded-in-yusifiya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43747:urgent-4-ia-elements-killed-wounded-in-yusifiya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
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 26 Persons killed, wounded in 2 car 
bomb explosions in Talafar  

 

Mosul, 3 November 2013 - One person 

killed and 25 others wounded when 2 car 

bomb exploded in Talafar district, west of 

Mosul. 

Police source said that the blast resulted 

in causing damages to nearby shops and 

houses 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLHM 

 

 Army officer, an engineer killed in two 
incidents in Baghdad  

 

An army officer was killed and three 

soldiers were wounded on Sunday 3, Nov. 

when a roadside bomb went off, targeting 

an army patrol in the area of Yusufiya 20 

km south of Baghdad. 

 

In another incident, a police source said in 

a statement to the National Iraqi News 

Agency/ NINA / that an engineer works in 

the Ministry of Agriculture was 

assassinated in weapons with silencers, 

while he was driving his personal car on 

highway in the Ghazaliya, west of Baghdad 

 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLED 

 

 Gunman killed, another wounded 
north Baghdad  

 

One gunman killed and another wounded 

on Sunday, Nov. 3, while attempting to 

emplace an improvised explosive device in 

north Baghdad. 

 

Police source told NINA that an 

improvised explosive device went off 

while 2 gunmen were attempting to 

emplace an improvised explosive device 

on the side of a road in Tarmiya area, 

north Baghdad, killing one of the and 

seriously wounding the other 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLKF 

 

 3 Border guardsmen wounded in 
western Anbar  

 

Three border guardsmen wounded when 

an improvised explosive device went off 

on Sunday, Nov. 3, in far western Anbar 

province. 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLHM
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLHM
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLED
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLED
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLKF
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLKF
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Security source told NINA that an 

improvised explosive device emplaced on 

the road side in the Karableh area, near 

the Iraqi-Syrian borders, in the far western 

Anbar province, went off when a border 

guards patrol came close to it, wounding 

three guardsmen. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLHD 

 

 2 Suicide attackers driving 2 car 
bombs killed west of Mosul  

 

Joint Operations Command announced 

the killing of 2 suicide attackers driving 2 

car bombs in Talafar district, west of 

Mosul. 

 

In a statement to NINA on Sunday, Nov. 3, 

spokesman for the Joint Operations 

Command, Brigadier, Sa'ad, Ma'an, said 

that a Federal Police force killed the 2 

suicide attackers, who were driving 2 car 

bombs, and blew their cars before 

reaching their goal. He added that only 2 

members of the force are wounded. 

 

Earlier in the evening, police source 

pointed out that one person killed and 25 

others wounded when 2 car bombs 

exploded in Talafar district. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLJM 

 

 Cornell to return 10,000 ancient 
tablets to Iraq  

 

Forfeiture of private collection detailing 

ancient daily life may be largest return of 

antiquities by a U.S. university. 

 

Cornell University is preparing to forfeit to 

Iraq a vast collection of ancient cuneiform 

tablets in what is expected to be one of 

the largest returns of antiquities by an 

American university. 

 

The 10,000 inscribed clay blocks date from 

the 4th millenium BC and offer scholars an 

unmatched record of daily life in ancient 

Mesopotamia, the cradle of civilization. 

 

New York antiquities collector Jonathan 

Rosen and his family began donating and 

lending the tablets to Cornell in 2000. 

Many scholars have objected to the 

arrangement, suspecting the tablets were 

looted in Iraq after the 1991 Gulf War, 

which unleashed a wave of plundering in 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLHD
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLHD
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLJM
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKKLJM
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the archaeologically rich expanse of 

southern Iraq between the Tigris and 

Euphrates rivers. 

 

Among the tablets is the private archive of 

a 21st century BC Sumerian princess in the 

city of Garsana that has made scholars 

rethink the role of women in the ancient 

kingdom of Ur. The administrative records 

show Simat-Ishtaran ruled the estate after 

her husband died. 

 

During her reign, women attained 

remarkably high status. They supervised 

men, received salaries equal to their male 

counterparts' and worked in construction, 

the clay tablets reveal. 

 

"It's our first real archival discovery of an 

institution run by a woman," said David 

Owen, the Cornell researcher who has led 

the study of the tablets. Because scholars 

do not know precisely where the tablets 

were found, however, the site of ancient 

Garsana cannot be excavated for further 

information. 

 

Other tablets provide detailed 

administrative records of ancient life, 

including the procedures for temple 

rituals, the resettlement of refugees and 

the output of agricultural lands. 

The source of the Garsana tablets was the 

subject of a 2001 investigation by the 

Department of Homeland Security, 

according to records obtained by Harvard 

researcher Benjamin Studevent-Hickman 

under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Buying and possessing antiquities illegally 

removed from countries such as Iraq, 

which claim them as government 

property, can be a violation of U.S. law. 

 

Investigators also looked into potential 

violations of the Trading With the Enemy 

Act, which at the time barred doing 

business with Iraq, and tax fraud, the 

records said. The 1,679 tablets were 

valued at less than $50,000 when they 

were imported, but the donor received a 

$900,000 tax deduction when they were 

given to Cornell in 2000, the records said. 

 

Ultimately, there were no findings of 

wrongdoing because investigators could 

not determine precisely when or where 

the objects were found, the records show. 

 

Harold Grunfeld, attorney for Jonathan 

Rosen, said all of the tablets "were legally 

acquired" and that the federal 

investigation found "no evidence of 

wrongdoing." He said the tablets at issue 
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were donated by Rosen's late mother, 

Miriam. 

 

"It has always been the Rosen family's 

intent that these tablets reside 

permanently in a public institution for 

scholarly research and for the benefit of 

the public as a vast informational tool in 

explaining life in the ancient world," 

Grunfeld said. 

 

The Iraqi government requested the 

return of the tablets last year, and the U.S. 

attorney's office in Binghamton, N.Y., is 

brokering the transfer. 

 

"We're not accusing anyone of a crime, 

but we believe they should be returned," 

said Assistant U.S. Atty. Miro Lovric. 

 

Cornell officials declined to comment 

pending a formal announcement but 

issued a statement saying that the 

university "appreciates the opportunity it 

has had to participate in the preservation 

and study of these invaluable historical 

artifacts and welcomes the opportunity to 

continue this work in participation with 

the U.S. and Iraqi governments." 

 

Other American universities have recently 

agreed to return ancient art after 

evidence emerged that the objects might 

have been recently looted. Last year, 

Princeton University returned about 170 

objects and fragments to Italy after 

authorities there linked them to 

antiquities dealer Edoardo Almagià, who 

was investigated for trafficking in looted 

objects. That same year, Ohio's Bowling 

Green State University signaled it was 

willing to return a dozen ancient mosaics 

to Turkey after evidence emerged that 

they had been looted. 

 

Such cases often involve universities 

accepting donations from antiquities 

dealers, raising complex questions about 

the role that academia plays in a market 

that is rife with recently looted objects. 

 

Rosen, a benefactor to several American 

museums and universities, was for years a 

business partner with antiquities dealer 

Robert Hecht, who sold the J. Paul Getty 

Museum several antiquities that have 

been returned to Italy. 

 

Cornell's acceptance of the cuneiform 

tablets from Rosen has stirred controversy 

among scholars who contend that 

publishing studies of antiquities that were 

possibly looted increases their value on 
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the art market and fuels the illegal digging 

seen across the region in recent years. 

 

Damage from illegal excavations in Iraq 

has far exceeded the more notorious 

thefts from the Iraqi museum in 2003, 

experts say. At the ancient Sumerian city 

of Umma, for example, thousands of 

tablets like those at Cornell have been 

found by looters who have dug pits over 

an area the size of 3,000 soccer fields in 

search of new finds. At the height of the 

looting, an estimated 150,000 cuneiform 

tablets were being stolen from Iraq every 

year. 

 

Objects looted from such sites are 

smuggled out of Iraq and find their way to 

the international art market. Along the 

way, dealers rely on experts to 

authenticate the objects and describe 

their significance, facts that can determine 

their market value. 

 

The antiquities trade has also been a 

source of funding for insurgent groups. 

Most famously, 9/11 hijacker Mohamed 

Atta attempted to sell antiquities looted 

from Afghanistan to raise money for the 

terrorist attacks. 

 

"You buy tablets and you're feeding the 

antiquities market," said Elizabeth Stone, 

a professor at New York's Stony Brook 

University who has directed 

archaeological digs in Iraq since 1975. 

"That feeds an enormous amount of 

destruction." 

 

To address the problem, scholars adopted 

a 2004 policy that required the permission 

of Iraqi authorities before publishing 

studies of objects that may have been 

looted, a step that Cornell has not taken. 

 

On the other side of the debate are 

scholars such as Owen, the Cornell 

Assyriologist who has led the research of 

the Rosen tablets. Owen has argued that 

ancient texts should be studied regardless 

of how they were excavated. To do 

otherwise, he said, would be to forsake 

valuable information about the ancient 

world. 

 

Thanks to funding provided by Rosen, 

Owen and a team of international scholars 

have worked with experts at UCLA to 

carefully conserve, photograph and study 

the tablets, publishing their work in more 

than 16 volumes over six years. 
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"Study of these cuneiform tablets is 

providing much new data on the history, 

literature, religion, language and culture 

of ancient Iraq that is filling major gaps in 

our knowledge of Mesopotamian 

civilization," Owen said in a statement 

released by Cornell. 

 

Some have questioned whether Iraq is 

stable enough to care for the delicate 

tablets once they are returned. About 600 

antiquities that the U.S. returned to Iraq in 

2009 later disappeared. 

 

"We know there are problems there, but 

the Iraq museum seems to be secure at 

this point," said Richard Zettler, a curator 

at the University of Pennsylvania Museum, 

which will soon return tablets borrowed 

from Iraq decades ago. "The real thing is, 

they belong to Iraq." 

 

http://www.latimes.com/ 

 

 

 Iraqi ports receive 7 commercial ships 

 

 

 

Baghdad (AIN) –Seven ships docked at 

Iraqi harbors on Sunday. 

 

The Ministry of Transportation reported in 

a statement received by AIN ''Five 

commercial ships docked at Um Qasr 

harbor coming from various countries 

loaded with different tonnages.'' 

 

''The Khur al-Zubair harbor received two 

ships loaded with (2 637 Tons) of 

equipments,'' the statement concluded. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

43757:iraqi-harbors-receive-7-

commercial-

ships&catid=37:economy&Itemid=41 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43757:iraqi-harbors-receive-7-commercial-ships&catid=37:economy&Itemid=41
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43757:iraqi-harbors-receive-7-commercial-ships&catid=37:economy&Itemid=41
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43757:iraqi-harbors-receive-7-commercial-ships&catid=37:economy&Itemid=41
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43757:iraqi-harbors-receive-7-commercial-ships&catid=37:economy&Itemid=41
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=43757:iraqi-harbors-receive-7-commercial-ships&catid=37:economy&Itemid=41
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2. SYRIA 
 

 Future of Syria peace talks in question 

 

 

 

Both the Syrian government and 

opposition have expressed their concerns 

about a proposed round of international 

peace talks aimed at ending the country's 

31-month crisis, with the government 

saying any solution must come from 

Syrians only, while the opposition has 

demanded that Iran be declared an 

"occupier" of the country. 

 

  

The Syrian government said on Sunday 

that comments made by the US Secretary 

of State John Kerry regarding how 

Washington and its allies share the goal of 

a handover of power, could cause the 

proposed peace talks to fail. 

 

The Syrian foreign ministry said in a 

statement issued that remarks by Kerry 

"are a flagrant violation of Syrian affairs 

and an aggression against the Syrian 

people's right to decide their future". 

 

Kerry said in Cairo on Sunday that 

Washington and its allies may differ over 

"tactics" on the conflict, but they shared 

the goal of a handover of power "that can 

give the people of Syria the opportunity to 

choose their future". 

 

Also on Sunday, the Syrian opposition set 

terms for attending the peace talks in 

Geneva, in a move that throws the 

proposed conference into further 

confusion after joint UN-Arab League 

envoy to Syria Lakhdar Brahimi said there 

should be no preconditions. 

 

The long-delayed talks, known as Geneva 

2, are meant to bring Syria's warring sides 

to the negotiating table, but have been 

repeatedly delayed because of disputes 

between world powers, divisions among 

the opposition and the irreconcilable 

positions of President Bashar al-Assad and 

the rebels. 

 

Syrian National Coalition President Ahmad 

Jarba said the opposition would not 

attend unless there was a clear timeframe 

for President Assad to leave power. He 
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also said they could not accept the 

presence of Iran. 

 

"We have decided not to enter Geneva 

talks unless it is with dignity, and unless 

there is a successful transfer of power 

with a specific timeframe, and without the 

occupier Iran at the negotiating table," 

Jarba told an emergency meeting of the 

Arab League's foreign ministers in Cairo. 

 

Lakhdar Brahimi has said he hoped the 

conference could still be held in the next 

few weeks, despite the obstacles. 

 

 

Spotlight 

In-depth coverage of escalating violence 

across Syria 

Kerry has been working with his Russian 

counterpart Sergei Lavrov and Brahimi to 

convene peace talks in Geneva aimed at 

bringing in a transitional government in 

Syria. 

 

"If the United States is sincere in its 

cooperation with Russia, Kerry must 

understand that only the Syrian people 

have the right to choose their political 

future, without foreign intervention," 

Syria's foreign ministry said in the 

statement. 

 

"The success of Geneva II depends solely 

on the Syrians' willingness to reach an 

agreement amongst each other to put an 

end to violence and terrorism, and to 

reach a political solution," the statement 

said. 

 

Bashar al-Assad's regime has brushed 

aside calls for his removal from power, 

branding peaceful opponents and armed 

rebels alike as "terrorists". 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/syria-rejects-kerry-

comments-peace-talks-

201311316159370972.html 

 

 Syrian opposition: No peace talks if 
Assad doesn’t cede power 

 

 

 

A timeframe for President Bashar al-Assad 

to cede power is one of the conditions 

listed by the head of the Syrian National 

Coalition on Sunday in order for the main 

opposition group to participate in the 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-rejects-kerry-comments-peace-talks-201311316159370972.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-rejects-kerry-comments-peace-talks-201311316159370972.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-rejects-kerry-comments-peace-talks-201311316159370972.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-rejects-kerry-comments-peace-talks-201311316159370972.html
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proposed Geneva II conference aimed to 

solve the 32-month conflict. 

 

“We have decided not to enter Geneva 

talks unless it is with dignity, and unless 

there is a successful transfer of power 

with a specific timeframe, and without the 

occupier Iran at the negotiating table,” 

Reuters quoted coalition head Ahmed al-

Jarba as saying at an Arab League 

emergency meeting in Cairo. 

 

Jarba, who described Iran as an occupying 

force, said it “shouldn’t be on the 

negotiation table.” 

 

He also said the Iran-backed Lebanese 

Shiite group, Hezbollah, who is fighting 

alongside Syrian forces against rebels, 

should be blacklisted. 

 

Additionally, Iraqi Shiite militia, Abu 

Fadhel al-Abbas, battling against rebels 

with Hezbollah should also be listed as a 

terrorist group, Jarba added. 

 

“We do not accept negotiations when 

Scud missiles, explosive barrels are 

continuing, and when more people are 

being detained?” 

 

Jarba, who pleaded for arms from the 

Arab League states, said his group can 

“guarantee that it won’t fall in the wrong 

hands.” 

 

Western countries, including the United 

States, have long been doubtful on 

whether to arm the rebels, fearing that 

the weapons might be seized by al-Qaeda-

linked groups. 

 

“What are you waiting for, for Syrians to 

shed more blood? When more women are 

raped?” Jarba said. 

 

He appealed for more help from Arab 

states, saying that the international 

community has become “paralyzed.” 

 

The United Nations envoy to Syria Lakhdar 

Brahimi has said there would be no pre-

conditions for the long-delayed peace 

talks, but the Syrian opposition keeps on 

reiterating its conditions.  

 

The talks are meant to bring Syria’s 

opposing sides to the negotiating table, 

but have been repeatedly delayed 

because of disputes between world 

powers, divisions among the opposition 

and the irreconcilable positions of Assad 

and the rebels. 
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“We want to come as a unified group,” 

Jarba said, in reference to criticism that 

the Syrian opposition is not united. 

 

Arab and Western officials said this week 

that international powers were unlikely to 

meet their goal of holding the conference 

in November. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/03/Syrian-opposition-

No-peace-talks-if-Assad-doesn-t-cede-

power-.html 

 

 SAA Working Silently on Cleaning 
Qaboun Industrial Zone 

 

 

 

  

The Syrian Arab Army working silently and 

very efficiently on cleaning the outskirts of 

the Syrian capital Damascus and one of 

the most dangerous axes they’re working 

on is the one in Qaboun Industrial Zone. 

 

Their enemies are the fiercest suicide 

terrorists from Nusra Front but that only 

gives them more determination to 

continue defending their families and 

country. Battles in the northern outskirts 

of Damascus between Qaboun, Jobar all 

the way to Barzah once completed will 

secure the northern entrance of Damascus 

and the number of indiscriminate shelling 

with mortars by the terrorists will 

decrease till eliminated. 

 

After studying the area and preface 

shelling against the gathering sites of the 

Nusra Front terrorists, the SAA will launch 

their offensive to complete the ring 

around NATO backed Wahhabi Cannibal 

Sex Jihadists financed by the most 

retarded regimes in the world, the Al 

Saud. Then it’ll be a matter of hours 

before declaring the entire area secure. 

 

Some factories and smaller workshops 

already resumed working in the very vital 

industrial zone where hundreds of families 

lost their income due to the infestation of 

their source of living by the cavemen who 

came to promote democracy in Syria, 

Wahhabi style. 

 

http://www.syrianews.cc/saa-working-

silently-cleaning-qaboun-industrial-zone/ 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/Syrian-opposition-No-peace-talks-if-Assad-doesn-t-cede-power-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/Syrian-opposition-No-peace-talks-if-Assad-doesn-t-cede-power-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/Syrian-opposition-No-peace-talks-if-Assad-doesn-t-cede-power-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/Syrian-opposition-No-peace-talks-if-Assad-doesn-t-cede-power-.html
http://www.syrianews.cc/saa-working-silently-cleaning-qaboun-industrial-zone/
http://www.syrianews.cc/saa-working-silently-cleaning-qaboun-industrial-zone/
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 Syrian Opposition Member Abroad 
Wanted for Justice in Sweden 

 

 

 

A member of any community dealing with 

a foreign country against his own is 

considered a traitor and at the best a 5th 

column, which earns that member the 

despise of his people and the rope to hang 

him with in public, except when the 

foreign country is a NATO member state, 

then that community member is praised in 

the western media as a ‘freedom fighter’ 

or a ‘democracy promoter’, like the case 

of the Syrian and before them the Iraqi 

and Libyan oppositions. 

 

The Iraqi opposition came to Iraq over US 

& British tanks, their Libyan counterparts 

came to Libya on French and British 

fighter jets, the Syrian ones can only 

dream of coming to Syria after they were 

exposed and failed on the ground and 

were let down by their foreign patrons 

after seeing the Syrian Arab Army might 

and the remarkable resistance from the 

Syrian people. Now the Syrian opposition 

have to pay for their failure. 

 

Haytham Rahmah, a member of the 

terrorist Muslim Brotherhood 

organization, a member of the SNC or the 

Syrian National Council, a member of the 

Coalition of Syrian Oppositions, whatever 

names suit those foreign based bodies, is 

now wanted by the Swedish law 

authorities for his role in arms trade. 

 

It’s definitely not a sudden realization by 

the Swedish authorities that trading in 

arms by individuals is unlawful and 

punishable, it’s that the persons involved 

are consumed and now became a burden 

on their patrons, they have to pay for their 

failure before the public opinion in the 

west wake up and punish the patrons 

themselves. 

 

http://www.syrianews.cc/syrian-

opposition-member-abroad-wanted-

justice-sweden/ 

 

http://www.syrianews.cc/syrian-opposition-member-abroad-wanted-justice-sweden/
http://www.syrianews.cc/syrian-opposition-member-abroad-wanted-justice-sweden/
http://www.syrianews.cc/syrian-opposition-member-abroad-wanted-justice-sweden/


 

   Sayfa 22 

 Syrian Army Continuing Clean-Up 
Operations in Hasaka Suburbs 

 

 

 

TEHRAN (FNA)- The Syrian army continued 

its mop-up operations in a strategic region 

of Reef (countryside of) Hasaka in 

Northeastern Syria on Sunday in a bid to 

purge the area of Al-Qaeda terrorists. 

 

The army units started their operations in 

the suburbs of Ras Al-Ain in Reef Hasaka 

on Friday night to push back the militants 

from the areas. 

 

"The Syrian army pounded the gathering 

centers of the Al-Qaeda-linked terrorists in 

several fronts and in only less than one 

hour the bastions of the Al-Nusra Front 

and the Islamic State of Iraq and the 

Levant (ISIL) were destroyed and they 

were forced to flee the region," a Syrian 

army spokesman told FNA. 

 

Earlier today, a senior provincial 

announced that the Syrian army has made 

major advances in Al-Yarouba in Reef 

Hasaka in Northeastern Syria and purged 

the region of Al-Qaeda terrorists. He said 

that the people were returning to their 

homes. 

 

“The Al-Yarouba region in Hasaka province 

has been cleaned of the terrorist groups 

affiliated to the ISIL and security has been 

restored to the region,” Al-Hasaka 

Governor-General Muhammad Za’al Al-Ala 

told FNA. 

 

“Al-Yarouba residents are returning to 

their homes as the conditions in the 

region are now going back to normal,” Al-

Ala said. 

 

He noted that Tal Hamis and Jazeh are 

considered as the last bases of the armed 

rebels in Hasaka province which will soon 

be captured by the army. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920812001630 

 

 

3. IRAN  
 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812001630
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812001630
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 Supreme Leader: US Politician 
Threatening to Nuke Iran Should 
Receive Slap in Mouth 

 

 

 

TEHRAN (FNA)- Supreme Leader of the 

Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 

Khamenei deplored the recent threat to 

Iran by Sheldon Adelson, the main donor 

of the US Republican Party, saying he 

should receive a slap in the mouth for 

calling on Washington to use nuclear 

weapons against Iran. 

 

“If Americans are telling the truth that 

they are serious about negotiation, they 

should slap these prating people in the 

mouth and crush their mouths,” Ayatollah 

Khamenei said, addressing a large number 

of Iranian school and university students 

in Tehran on Sunday on the threshold of 

November 4, the anniversary of the US 

embassy takeover in Tehran back in 1979. 

 

“A government (the US) which is under 

the illusion that it is responsible for world 

and nuclear issues doesn’t have a damn 

right to pose nuclear threat to another 

country,” he underlined. 

 

"Today, Americans care the most for the 

decadent Zionist regime and circles 

because the (US) administration and 

Congress are dominated by powerful 

capitalists and Zionist companies..., but 

we are not forced to treat them with 

care,” Ayatollah Khamenei said. 

 

“We have said since the very first day (of 

the Islamic Revolution), and we do say it 

now and we will say it in future as well 

that that we believe the Zionist regime is 

an illegitimate and bastard regime,” he 

added. 

 

The Iranian Supreme Leader's remarks 

came after Casino billionaire Sheldon 

Adelson told a crowd at Yeshiva University 

in New York late in October that the only 

proper negotiating tactic with Iran would 

be fire a nuclear missile at the country and 

threaten to wipe out the entire population 

of Tehran, the nation's capital. 

 

Adelson, the largest donor to the 

Republican Party and its affiliated groups, 

made the comments during a panel 

discussion hosted by Rabbi Shmuley 

Boteach, Wall Street Journal columnist 
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Bret Stephens and Yeshiva University 

President Richard Joel. Adelson's remarks 

were videotaped by Philip Weiss of the 

news site Mondoweiss: 

 

What are we going to negotiate about? I 

would say "Listen, you see that desert out 

there, I want to show you something." … 

You pick up your cell phone and you call 

somewhere in Nebraska and you say, "OK 

let it go." And so there’s an atomic 

weapon, goes over ballistic missiles, the 

middle of the desert, that doesn’t hurt a 

soul. Maybe a couple of rattlesnakes, and 

scorpions, or whatever. Then you say, 

"See! The next one is in the middle of 

Tehran. So, we mean business. You want 

to be wiped out? Go ahead and take a 

tough position and continue with your 

nuclear development. You want to be 

peaceful? Just reverse it all, and we will 

guarantee you that you can have a nuclear 

power plant for electricity purposes, 

energy purposes." 

 

The comments came in response to 

questions about the recent diplomatic 

detente between the United States and 

Iran as the two sides seek an agreement 

over the Islamic Republic's nuclear 

program and an end to the economic 

sanctions imposed on the country. 

 

An overly aggressive US foreign policy 

stance against Iran has been a driving 

force behind Adelson's political giving. In 

the 2012 election Adelson and his family 

gave more than $100 million to super 

PACs and other groups supporting 

Republican candidates. He held high-dollar 

fundraisers for Republican presidential 

nominee Mitt Romney and even 

accompanied Romney when he travelled 

to Israel during the campaign. 

 

Adelson is also a staunch supporter and 

major funder of right-wing political parties 

in Israel, where campaign finance laws 

allow parties and candidates to accept 

campaign contributions from foreigners. 

He has funded the largest circulation 

newspaper in his effort to provide 

editorial support for right-wing political 

efforts. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920812001304 

 

 Iran Working on 4th Generation of 
Defense Products, Plans to Build New 
Space Launch Center 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812001304
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812001304
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TEHRAN (FNA)- The Iranian Defense 

Ministry's Aerospace Industries 

Organization announced on Sunday that it 

is working on "the fourth wave of defense 

industries' products" to manufacture a 

new generation of missiles, adding that it 

also plans to build a new space launch 

center and more powerful satellite 

carriers. 

 

"In the present decade that attention is 

mainly paid to the establishment of the 

fourth wave of defense industries to 

manufacture pioneering, innovative 

products, the AIO has focused its 

attention on designing innovative space 

and missile systems and increasing the 

number of innovative products," the AIO 

said in a statement released on Sunday to 

mark the 34th anniversary of the US 

embassy takeover in Tehran back in 1979. 

 

The statement further pointed out that 

the AIO products in various space sectors, 

including "the designing and 

establishment of space launch centers and 

various types of satellite carriers as well as 

its products in the defense sector, 

specially its surface-to-surface, anti-armor, 

anti-air, air-based and naval cruise missiles 

have all empowered the Islamic Republic 

armed forces to enjoy an increasing 

defense and deterrence power". 

 

Elaborating on its goals and objectives in 

developing a fourth generation of defense 

technology, the AIO said it aims to acquire 

increased precision, durability, radar-

evading and tactical capabilities as well as 

improved efficiency by developing fourth 

generation products. 

 

It further pointed to its advancements in 

various areas of space technology, 

including manufacture of various types of 

satellite carriers and launching satellites 

and sending living creatures to the space 

as just a few of its achievements in this 

regard. 

 

The AIO said it now plans to increase 

investment on hi-tech and modern 

sciences to provide the needed 

infrastructures for manufacturing modern 

and innovative aerospace products with 

complex systems in the shortest time 

possible. 



 

   Sayfa 26 

 

"At present this organization has plans to 

design and construct new space launch 

centers and more powerful satellite 

carriers," the AIO statement said, adding 

that it would release some good news to 

the public in the same regard in the near 

future. 

 

 

The Islamic Republic, which first put a 

satellite into orbit in 2009, has outlined an 

ambitious space program and has, thus 

far, made giant progress in the field 

despite western sanctions and pressures 

against its advancement. 

 

Former Iranian President Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad announced in 2010 that Iran 

plans to send astronauts into space in 

2024. But, later he said that the issue had 

gone under a second study at a cabinet 

meeting and that the cabinet had decided 

to implement the plan in 2019, five years 

earlier than the date envisaged in the 

original plan. 

 

Early in September, a senior advisor to 

Iran's President Hassan Rouhani 

announced that Tehran is preparing to 

orbit a new home-made satellite, called 

Tadbir, in the near future. 

 

“As stated by Fazeli, the first satellite to be 

launched in the new government is called 

Tadbir,” Presidential Advisor and the new 

ISA Chief Akbar Torkan said. 

 

Earlier this year, Chancellor of Iran’s Sharif 

University of Technology Reza Rousta 

Azad announced that Iran would launch 

into orbit a new home-made satellite, 

called 'Sharif Sat', by the end of summer. 

 

“We are through with building Sharif Sat 

and the satellite is waiting for launch,” 

Rousta Azad told FNA in June. 

 

Reminding that several more satellites are 

waiting for launch, he expressed the hope 

that Iran could send Sharif Sat into orbit in 

the first half of the current Iranian year 

(which started on March 21). 

 

Rousta Azad said that Sharif Sat would 

orbit at a distance around 500 kilometers 

from the Earth, adding that the satellite 

would be launched on the back of home-

made 'Safir B1' (Ambassador B1) carrier. 

 

Earlier this year, Fazeli announced that the 

country would send 6 new home-made 

satellites, mostly made by Iranian 
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universities, to the space in the current 

Iranian year. 

 

"Based on the foreseen timeline, Fajr, 

Sharif Sat, Tolou, Zafar, and A-Test will be 

sent to the space by the end of the 

current year," Fazeli told reporters in 

Tehran. 

 

He said that Mesbah is also among the 

satellites to be sent into orbit this year. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920812001555 

 

 Al-Qaeda Member Arrested in 
Southeastern Iran 

 

 

 

TEHRAN (FNA)- Iranian border guards 

have arrested a key member of the al-

Qaeda terrorist group in the bordering 

areas of the Southeastern Sistan and 

Balouchestan province, senior border 

officials announced on Sunday. 

The announcement was made by 

Commander of Sistan and Balouchestan 

province’s border guards Hassan 

Asadollahi this afternoon. 

 

During the interrogations, "the border 

guards could realize the identity of the 

arrested person and find out his evil 

intentions," the commander said, adding 

that the terrorist intended to "carry out 

acts of sabotage in Iran”. 

 

Asadollahi added that the captured 

terrorist has been a member of al-Qaeda 

and Taliban groups for 6 years and has 

been aiding Americans with their drone 

cargo program, transferring weapons and 

ammunitions by the US drones. 

 

He said that the apprehended terrorist 

who has been captured by the Iranian 

forces has also confessed that he has been 

making 5 improvised bombs through two 

different methods every day for two 

years. 

 

Asadollahi underlined that the Iranian 

border guards have further tightened 

security measures across the country’s 

borders to block the entrance of the 

terrorist people and outlaws from outside 

the country effectively. 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812001555
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812001555
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His remarks came after 14 Iranian border 

guards were killed and 6 more were 

injured during the terrorist attack in 

Saravan border region in Southeastern 

Iran in the early hours of last Saturday 

morning. The terrorists who have 

reportedly been members of the outlawed 

Jeish Al-Adl radical Sunni Wahhabi 

movement affiliated to the terrorist 

Jundollah group fled into Pakistan after 

the operation in Iran's Southeastern Sistan 

and Balouchestan province. 

 

The Jundollah group has built a safe haven 

in Pakistan and it escaped to this Eastern 

neighbor of the Islamic Republic each time 

it staged a terrorist operation in Iran 

before it was disbanded and its leaders 

were arrested and executed. 

 

In one of its last operations in Iran, the 

Pakistani-based Jundollah terrorist group 

claimed responsibility for December 15, 

2010 attack at the Imam Hussein Mosque 

in Iran's Southeastern port city of 

Chabahar in Sistan and Balouchestan 

Province where people were 

commemorating the martyrdom of Imam 

Hussein (PBUH), the third Shiite Imam. 

 

At least 38 mourners were killed and more 

than 89 others, including women and 

children, were injured in the attack. 

 

The Jundollah group has claimed 

responsibility for numerous terrorist 

attacks in Iran. The group has carried out 

mass murder, armed robbery, kidnapping, 

acts of sabotage and bombings. They have 

targeted civilians and government officials 

as well as all ranks of Iran's military. 

 

In one of the worst cases, the terrorist 

group killed 22 citizens and abducted 7 

more in the Tasouki region on a road 

linking the southeastern city of Zahedan 

to another provincial town. 

 

In 2007, Jundollah kidnapped 30 people in 

the Sistan and Balouchestan province and 

took them to the neighboring Pakistan. 

 

Jundollah claimed responsibility the same 

year for an attack on an Islamic Revolution 

Guards Corps (IRGC) bus in which 11 IRGC 

personnel were killed. 

 

In another crime in October 2009, the 

Pakistan-based terrorist Jundollah group 

claimed responsibility for a deadly attack 

in the Sistan and Balouchestan province 

which killed 42 people among them a 
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group of senior military commanders, 

including Lieutenant Commander of the 

IRGC Ground Force Brigadier General 

Nourali Shoushtari. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920812001158 

 

 Iran Wins GECF Secretary-General 
Post 

 

 

 

TEHRAN (FNA)- Energy ministers of the 

Gas Exporting Countries Forum (GECF) 

member states in a meeting in Tehran 

elected Iran's nominee Seyed Mohammad 

Hossein Adeli as the next secretary-

general of the gas cartel. 

Adeli managed to win over his two rivals 

from Libya and Russia to take the 

secretary-general post of the GECF. 

 

Based on the estimates of big European oil 

companies like the BP, Iran at present 

enjoys the biggest conventional gas 

resources in the world. 

 

The ministerial meeting of the GECF 

started in Tehran earlier today and will 

end tomorrow. 

 

Elaborating on the meeting, Iranian Oil 

Minister Bijan Zanganeh said on Thursday 

that the gathering is regularly held in the 

member countries annually and that it 

aims to name the secretary-general for 

the gas exporting countries. 

 

Also, the GECF member states in their 

14th ministerial meeting in Malabo, 

capital of Equatorial Guinea, last 

November named the Iranian oil minister 

as the chairman of the current GECF 

ministerial meeting in Tehran. 

 

During the ministerial meeting in Malabo, 

delegates from the 12 member states as 

well as Holland, as an observer, also 

discussed ways of expanding activities in 

the global gas market. 

 

Algeria, Bolivia, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, 

Iran, Libya, Nigeria, Qatar, Russia, Trinidad 

and Tobago and Venezuela are the eleven 

members of the Gas Exporting Countries 

Forum. 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812001158
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812001158
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The gas cartel is still officially known as 

the Gas Forum, but major exporters Iran 

and Russia last year started a move to 

change the body into an OPEC-like 

organization called the OGEC. 

 

Iran, Russia, Qatar, Venezuela and Algeria 

are among the GECF's member states 

which possess 42% of the world's gas 

reserves. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920812000944 

 

 Iranians mark US Embassy takeover 
anniversary 

 

 

 

Iranians across the country mark the 34th 

anniversary of the 1979 takeover of the 

US Embassy in Tehran, dubbed the “den of 

espionage,” Press TV reports. 

 

 

As in previous years, Iranians from all 

walks of life are holding nationwide rallies 

to mark the historic takeover of the 

former US Embassy in Tehran. November 

4, known as “Student Day” or “13th of 

Aban” in Iran, marks the day of fight 

against global arrogance.  

 

On such a day in 1979, a group of 

revolutionary Iranian university students 

took over the US Embassy which they 

believed had turned into a den of 

espionage that aimed to overthrow the 

nascent Islamic Republic establishment.  

 

Documents found at the compound later 

corroborated claims by revolutionary 

students that the US was using its Tehran 

embassy to plot to topple the new Islamic 

establishment of Iran.  

 

Referring to the 1979 takeover, Leader of 

the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 

Ali Khamenei said on Sunday that Iranian 

youth were more than three decades 

ahead of their time when they called the 

former US Embassy in Tehran the den of 

espionage.  

 

“On that day, our youth named the US 

Embassy the 'den of espionage’ and today, 

after over three decades, US embassies in 

the European countries, which are 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812000944
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920812000944
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American allies, are called nest of 

espionage,” said the Leader.  

 

Recent documents leaked by former US 

intelligence contractor Edward Snowden 

have revealed a signals intelligence 

collection program, codenamed 

STATEROOM, which is conducted from 

sites at US embassies and consulates and 

from diplomatic outposts of other “Five 

Eyes” nations.  

 

The “Five Eyes” club is an intelligence 

sharing alliance including the US, Britain, 

Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.  

 

The revelation comes as Washington has 

been embarrassed by disclosures that it 

monitored phone calls and texts of at least 

35 world leaders including that of German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel.  

 

Revelations of massive spying operations 

by the United States have triggered 

condemnations across Europe, Latin 

America, China and Southeast Asia. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/

332877/iranians-mark-us-embassy-

takeover/ 

 

 

 ‘No nuclear solution without Iran 
sanctions relief’ 

 

 

 

Iran's top nuclear negotiator says Tehran 

has received no proposal concerning anti-

Iran sanctions relief, stressing that any 

solution to Tehran’s nuclear issue which 

does not guarantee the lifting of the bans 

is “unacceptable.” 

 

 

“Any initiative that does not ensure the 

easing of sanctions is not acceptable to 

us,” Seyyed Abbas Araqchi said on Sunday 

in reaction to the latest remarks by US 

Undersecretary of State for Political 

Affairs Wendy Sherman that Washington 

has not offered any sanctions relief to 

Tehran.  

 

"We have not offered any easing of the 

sanctions, we have not removed any of 

the sanctions," Sherman said in an 

interview with Israel’s Channel 10 

television network broadcast on Sunday.  

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332877/iranians-mark-us-embassy-takeover/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332877/iranians-mark-us-embassy-takeover/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332877/iranians-mark-us-embassy-takeover/
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Araqchi said during the recent rounds of 

negotiations between the representatives 

of Iran and the five permanent members 

of the UN Security Council - the United 

States, China, Russia, France and Britain - 

plus Germany in the Austrian capital 

Vienna and the Swiss city of Geneva, the 

two sides “simply discussed their 

capabilities and facilities” during the talks, 

but “no agreement was reached between 

the two sides on these issues.”  

 

On October 31, Iran and the six major 

world powers wrapped up their expert-

level negotiations over the Islamic 

Republic’s nuclear energy program in 

Vienna.  

 

The two sides concluded two days of talks 

in Geneva on October 16. Iranian Foreign 

Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif described 

the talks as “extensive” and “fruitful.”  

 

European Union Foreign Policy Chief 

Catherine Ashton, who represents the six 

countries in the talks, also hailed the 

nuclear talks as the “most detailed” and 

“substantive” held between the two sides.  

 

Iran and the six major world powers have 

agreed to meet again in Geneva on 

November 7-8.  

 

The US, Israel, and some of their allies 

have repeatedly accused Iran of pursuing 

non-civilian objectives in its nuclear 

energy program, with the US and the 

European Union having used the pretext 

to impose illegal sanctions against the 

Islamic Republic.  

 

Iran rejects the allegation, arguing that as 

a signatory to the nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and a member 

of the International Atomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA), it has the right to use nuclear 

technology for peaceful purposes. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/

332893/no-nsolution-without-iran-bans-

relief/ 

 

 Bushehr nuclear plant one of world’s 
safest: AEOI 

 

 

 

A deputy director of the Atomic Energy 

Organization of Iran (AEOI) says the 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332893/no-nsolution-without-iran-bans-relief/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332893/no-nsolution-without-iran-bans-relief/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332893/no-nsolution-without-iran-bans-relief/
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Bushehr nuclear power plant is one of the 

safest in the world. 

 

 

“Given its high safety standards, the 

Bushehr nuclear power plant is one of the 

safest power stations in the world,” 

Behrouz Kamalvandi said on Sunday.  

 

Kamalvandi made the remarks at the 60th 

Pugwash Conference on Science and 

World Affairs, “Dialogue, Disarmament, 

and Regional and Global Security,” which 

is being held in the Turkish city of Istanbul.  

 

The Pugwash Conference is an 

international organization that brings 

together prominent public figures, 

scientists and scholars to explore 

cooperative solutions to global security 

threats and reduce the danger of armed 

conflict across the globe.  

 

Kamalvandi said the incorporation of 

power plant safety standards as well as 

cutting-edge technology into the Bushehr 

facility which has also received the top 

safety ranking from the International 

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) have made 

the installation one of the safest in the 

world.  

 

The initial construction of the Bushehr 

nuclear power plant began in 1975 by 

German companies, but the work was 

halted following the 1979 Islamic 

Revolution.  

 

In 1995, Iran and Russia reached an 

agreement to complete the project, but 

power generation was delayed several 

times due to a number of technical and 

financial problems.  

 

The Bushehr plant became officially 

operational and was connected to the 

national grid in September 2011, 

generating electricity at 40 percent 

capacity.  

 

Kamalvandi further voiced Tehran’s 

readiness to host a nuclear safety 

conference by the end of 2014 at the 

regional or international level with the 

IAEA's cooperation. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/

332869/bushehr-among-worlds-safest-

nplants/ 

 

 Oman to be Iran’s gas marketing 
center: Minister 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332869/bushehr-among-worlds-safest-nplants/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332869/bushehr-among-worlds-safest-nplants/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332869/bushehr-among-worlds-safest-nplants/
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Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar 

Zanganeh says Oman will be the Islamic 

Republic’s marketing center for selling gas 

in the region. 

 

 

Zanganeh made the remarks at a press 

conference held on the sidelines of the 

15th ministerial meeting of Gas Exporting 

Countries Forum (GECF) in Tehran on 

Sunday, ISNA reported.  

 

“Negotiations with Oman, whose last 

round was held yesterday (Saturday) with 

the Omani oil minister, has gone very well 

and we have completely agreed on 

fundamental issues,” the Iranian oil 

minister said.  

 

Zanganeh added that the two sides will 

secure a contract by the end of the Iranian 

calendar year (ending March 19, 2014) or 

at the beginning of the next year.  

 

“We have not negotiated on the gas 

price,” said the Iranian minister, adding, 

“We have agreed to transfer gas to Oman 

first and then look for market… in the 

region from that country.”  

 

The Iranian oil minister censured the 

United States for using energy as a 

“political tool,” saying that this is not in 

the interest of energy consumers.  

 

Regarding the Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas 

pipeline, Zanganeh noted that “Iran has 

done a major part of the work [necessary] 

for the implementation of the project and 

now Iran’s gas has reached near the 

border with Pakistan with a high 

capacity.” 

 

Meanwhile, Iran Gas Engineering and 

Development Company Director Alireza 

Gharibi said in an interview with the Oil 

Ministry's official news agency, SHANA, 

that Tehran was ready to speed up 

construction of the Iranian section of the 

pipeline if Pakistan embarks on serious 

action for its side.  

 

The IP pipeline is designed to help 

Pakistan to overcome its growing energy 

needs at a time when the country of over 

180 million people is grappling with 

serious energy shortages.  
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On September 24, Pakistani Prime 

Minister Nawaz Sharif and Iranian 

President Hassan Rouhani stressed the 

need for the completion of the IP gas 

pipeline during a meeting on the margins 

of the UN General Assembly.  

 

Iran, which sits on the world's second 

largest natural gas reserves after Russia, 

has been trying to enhance its gas 

production by increasing foreign and 

domestic investment.  

 

The Islamic Republic has 137.6 billion 

barrels of proven oil reserves, and 29.61 

trillion cubic meters of proven gas 

reserves. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/

332848/oman-to-be-irans-gas-marketing-

center/ 

 

 Iran not after closing Hormuz Strait: 
Navy Cmdr. 

 

 

 

The commander of the Iranian Navy says 

the Islamic Republic does not seek closure 

of the strategic Strait of Hormuz in the 

Persian Gulf. 

 

 

“We are not after closing Strait of 

Hormuz,” Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari 

said at a meeting with students of 

Mazandaran University in northern Iran on 

Sunday, Fars news agency reported.  

 

The Iranian commander, however, added 

that the navy is capable of doing so.  

 

“Anyone who can establish security in the 

strait, can close it in the shortest possible 

time but as I said, we are not after closing 

the strait,” noted the navy commander. 

 

Sayyari also stated that the Iranian Navy’s 

technological capability should improve 

through the infrastructures developed by 

universities.  

 

The Strait of Hormuz is a narrow 

waterway, which connects the Persian 

Gulf on the west to the Sea of Oman.  

 

Statistically, the waterway is one of the 

world's most important shipping lanes, 

through which some 35 percent of all 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332848/oman-to-be-irans-gas-marketing-center/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332848/oman-to-be-irans-gas-marketing-center/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/04/332848/oman-to-be-irans-gas-marketing-center/
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seaborne-traded oil and 20 percent of all 

oil traded globally passes.  

 

On September 17, Iranian President 

Hassan Rouhani expressed the Islamic 

Republic’s determination to maintain 

peace in the Strait of Hormuz.  

 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has always 

wanted the Strait of Hormuz to be the 

strait of peace, friendship and fraternity,” 

Rouhani said in a meeting with Omani 

Minister Responsible for Defense Sayyid 

Badr bin Saud Al Busaidi in Tehran. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/03/

332838/iran-not-after-closing-hormuz-

strait/ 

 

 

 

4. ISRAEL - PALESTINE 
 

 Palestinian FM: Israel intends to build 
5,000 settler homes 

 

 

 

Palestinian Foreign Minister Riyadh al-

Maliki said on Sunday that Israel intends 

to build 5,000 settler homes in West Bank 

and East Jerusalem during an emergency 

meeting for Arab foreign ministers in 

Cairo. 

 

Maliki said “Israel is trying to divide Al-

Aqsa mosque to facilitate the Judaization 

of the area,” and that it is continuing with 

its drilling operations around the 

perimeter of the mosque, which is 

considered to be the third holiest site in 

Islam. 

 

In 2011, the Al-Aqsa Foundation for 

Islamic Endowment (Waqf) and Heritage 

warned that the Israel was going on with 

excavations under the mosque to create a 

network of tunnels under and around it. 

The minister, meanwhile, threatened that 

it will raise the settlement issue in the 

United Nations.  

 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/03/332838/iran-not-after-closing-hormuz-strait/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/03/332838/iran-not-after-closing-hormuz-strait/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/03/332838/iran-not-after-closing-hormuz-strait/


 

   Sayfa 37 

The foreign minister’s statements came 

after an NGO said that Israel has issued 

tenders to build 1,859 settler homes 

Sunday. 

 

Settlement watchdog Peace Now told 

Agence France-Presse that 1,031 plots 

were offered by Israel’s housing and 

construction ministry in the occupied 

West Bank and 828 in annexed east 

Jerusalem, and that successful bidders 

would be able to start construction 

shortly. 

 

“Within a few months they will choose the 

winning bids and the successful 

contractors will be able to start building 

within a number of weeks (after that),” 

the group’s Hagit Ofran said. 

 

The Palestinians, who have long viewed 

settlements as a major obstacle to 

resolving the decades-old conflict, 

threatened to go to the U.N. Security 

Council over the latest Israeli move. 

 

“The PLO is considering a mechanism to 

go the Security Council and the U.N. 

against these new Israeli decisions, 

especially as there are international 

resolutions that consider settlements 

illegal,” Palestine Liberation Organization 

senior member Wassel Abu Youssef told 

AFP, without elaborating. 

 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, who 

started his 11-day tour in the Middle East, 

is going to visit Israel and the Palestinian 

territories to push for the peace process 

forward. 

 

Kerry sought Sunday to calm fears that 

Israeli-Palestinian peace talks were 

faltering. 

 

“I remain hopeful, and we will make every 

effort in the United States to move the 

process forward in a fair-handed way, a 

balanced way that reflects the complexity 

of these issues,” he said shortly after 

arriving in Cairo on the first stop of an 11-

day tour, which will also take him to Israel 

and the Palestinian territories. 

 

He stressed that the United States 

remained committed to helping the 

parties reach a final peace deal, but 

acknowledged recent tensions over 

Israel’s stated intention to keep building 

settler homes. 

 

“There is no doubt... that the settlements 

have disturbed people’s perceptions of 

whether or not people are serious and are 
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moving in the right direction,” he 

admitted. 

 

After almost three years of stalemate, 

Kerry doggedly persuaded the two sides in 

late July to resume their negotiations 

aimed at achieving two states living side 

by side. 

 

He has insisted that participants maintain 

silence on the progress of the 

negotiations, in order to prevent any 

efforts to torpedo the talks. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/03/NGO-Israel-

publishes-tenders-for-1-859-settler-

homes-.html 

 

 Palestinians fume as Israel publishes 
tenders for 1,859 settler homes 

 

 

 

 

 

JERUSALEM - Israel issued tenders to build 

1,859 settler homes Sunday ahead of a 

visit by US Secretary of State John Kerry 

aimed at pushing the peace process 

forward, an NGO said. 

 

Settlement watchdog Peace Now said that 

1,031 plots were offered by Israel's 

housing and construction ministry in the 

occupied West Bank and 828 in annexed 

east Jerusalem, and that successful 

bidders would be able to start 

construction shortly. 

 

"Within a few months they will choose the 

winning bids and the successful 

contractors will be able to start building 

within a number of weeks (after that)," 

the group's Hagit Ofran said. 

 

The Palestinians, who have long viewed 

settlements as a major obstacle to 

resolving the decades-old conflict, 

threatened to go to the UN Security 

Council over the latest Israeli move. 

 

"The PLO is considering a mechanism to 

go the Security Council and the UN against 

these new Israeli decisions, especially as 

there are international resolutions that 

consider settlements illegal," Palestine 

Liberation Organisation senior member 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/NGO-Israel-publishes-tenders-for-1-859-settler-homes-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/NGO-Israel-publishes-tenders-for-1-859-settler-homes-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/NGO-Israel-publishes-tenders-for-1-859-settler-homes-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/NGO-Israel-publishes-tenders-for-1-859-settler-homes-.html
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Wassel Abu Youssef said, without 

elaborating. 

 

Kerry sought Sunday to calm fears that 

Israeli-Palestinian peace talks were 

faltering. 

 

"I remain hopeful, and we will make every 

effort in the United States to move the 

process forward in a fair-handed way, a 

balanced way that reflects the complexity 

of these issues," he said shortly after 

arriving in Cairo on the first stop of an 11-

day tour, which will also take him to Israel 

and the Palestinian territories. 

 

He stressed that the United States 

remained committed to helping the 

parties reach a final peace deal, but 

acknowledged recent tensions over 

Israel's stated intention to keep building 

settler homes. 

 

"There is no doubt... that the settlements 

have disturbed people's perceptions of 

whether or not people are serious and are 

moving in the right direction," he 

admitted. 

 

After almost three years of stalemate, 

Kerry doggedly persuaded the two sides in 

late July to resume their negotiations 

aimed at achieving two states living side 

by side. 

 

He has insisted that participants maintain 

silence on the progress of the 

negotiations, in order to prevent any 

efforts to torpedo the talks. 

 

Last week Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu and Interior Minister Gideon 

Saar were reported to have agreed to 

build 1,500 new homes in the east 

Jerusalem settlement of Ramat Shlomo. 

 

Previous plans to build in the northeast 

Jerusalem settlement of mainly ultra-

Orthodox Jews were announced during a 

March 2010 visit by US Vice President Joe 

Biden, sparking outrage in Washington, 

which had been trying to revive peace 

talks. 

 

Peace Now's Ofran said that of the east 

Jerusalem sites offered for sale on Sunday, 

700 were in Ramat Shlomo. 

 

Israel captured east Jerusalem during the 

1967 Six Day War and later annexed it in a 

move never recognised by the 

international community. 
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Last month an Israeli official said new 

tenders were to be announced in the large 

settlement blocs and in east Jerusalem "in 

the coming months" as part of 

"understandings" reached with both the 

Palestinians and Washington. 

 

The Palestinians flatly denied any such 

agreement. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62357 

 

 Another brick in Israel’s wall: New 
security fence on border with Jordan 

 

 

 

JERUSALEM - Israel will build a security 

fence on the border with Jordan, a report 

said on Sunday, enraging Palestinians 

ahead of talks with US Secretary of State 

John Kerry. 

 

Israel has long stated that it seeks to 

retain a long-term military presence along 

the Jordan Valley, which the Palestinians 

vigorously oppose. 

 

On Sunday morning, Israeli newspaper 

Maariv said that Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu "decided to build a security 

fence in the Jordan Valley". 

 

The paper frames the decision within the 

context of the "differences of opinion and 

the impasse the negotiations between 

Israel and the Palestinians have reached 

over military control of the Jordan Valley". 

 

According to the report, Netanyahu will 

give the green light for the construction 

"immediately upon the completion of the 

fence on the Egyptian border". 

 

In January 2012, Netanyahu had told 

ministers he would "strengthen barriers 

along his country's border with Jordan" in 

a bid to keep out illegal migrants, once the 

security barrier along Israel's border with 

Egypt's Sinai Peninsula was completed. 

 

A spokesman for Netanyahu refused to 

provide details on the plan to "strengthen 

barriers" or comment on the Maariv 

report, which was picked up by the official 

Palestinian Wafa news agency. 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62357
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62357
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The spokesman of Palestinian president 

Mahmud Abbas denounced the reported 

plans. 

 

"The Israeli premier's statements on 

building a wall in the Jordan Valley is only 

a proactive step to foil (US State) 

Secretary (John) Kerry's visit," Nabil Abu 

Rudeina was quoted by Wafa as saying. 

 

Kerry will is due to meet Netanyahu and 

Abbas separately on Wednesday, in a bid 

to bring fresh impetus to peace talks 

between the two sides, amid accusations 

from the Palestinians that Israel is 

derailing the negotiations with fresh 

settlement plans. 

 

The US secretary of state nudged the sides 

back to the negotiating table in July after a 

nearly three-year hiatus 

 

Last month, Abbas warned that Israel 

would be to blame if the peace talks 

collapsed over its military control of a 

border with Jordan. 

 

"We will not accept it, and if they (the 

talks) collapse, they (Israelis) will be the 

reason for the collapse, not us," Abbas 

told the Baltic News Service during a visit 

to Lithuania. 

 

Speaking at the opening of his weekly 

cabinet meeting on Sunday, Netanyahu 

reiterated that one of the two central 

components of a possible peace deal with 

"our Palestinian neighbours" was Israel's 

security arrangements, "first and foremost 

that the security border of Israel will 

remain along the Jordan River", without 

specifying whether he meant military 

presence or a fence. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62352 

 

 Amidror: If peace talks fail, Israel's 
global standing will worsen 

 

 

 

Outgoing national security advisor says if 

Israel's peace talks with Palestinians 

collapse, international pressure on Israel 

may worsen, existing boycotts 

exacerbated 

 

Outgoing National Security Advisor Yaakov 

Amidror said Sunday that if Israel's peace 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62352
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62352
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talks with the Palestinians collapse, 

international pressure on Israel may 

worsen, which may lead to harsher 

boycotts. 

  

"It is clear to everyone that handling 

international pressure depends on the 

progress of the negotiations, and if the 

talks fail, it will give everyone interested in 

boycotting us every reason to do so," 

Amidror said, noting specifically European 

bans which he believe may be 

exacerbated. 

 

Furthermore, he added, if the US loses its 

influence in the Middle East, so will Israel, 

stressing that "Everyone who wishes that 

Obama loses power must take that under 

consideration. Israel will also lose its 

power and the two are related." 

  

As for the issue of nuclear Iran, the 

outgoing national security advisor stressed 

that the State must remain prepared, 

since there has been no significant change 

on the Iranian front. Sanctions coupled 

with threats to strike are working, he 

asserted. 

  

At a farewell reception in the Prime 

Minister's Office, Amidror later added that 

"Israel is facing one clear existential threat 

and we must do everything in our power 

to remove it. If we can, via talks, if we 

can't – some other way. 

 

  

"Nowadays, the Middle East is undergoing 

many changes and upheavals, and many 

more upheavals are to be expected. This 

tricky situation, perhaps the trickiest in 

the 40 years I've been dealing with these 

issues, calls for great caution and a lot of 

thought. 

  

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

responded to Amidror's remarks, noting: 

"The main question is how do we make 

sure that the most contested, most 

threatened country in the world not only 

continues to survive but also continues to 

protect itself, fortify its capabilities, thrive 

and ensure a future for itself." 

 

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,734

0,L-4449105,00.html 

 

 Bnei Akiva school girls join in protests 
against WoW service  

 

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4449105,00.html
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4449105,00.html
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A small contingent of Bnei Akiva school 

girls joined several hundred ultra-

Orthodox girls at the Western Wall on 

Monday morning to protest the monthly 

Women of the Wall prayer marking the 

new month on the Jewish calender, Army 

Radio reported. 

 

According to Haredi sources, the leading 

rabbi of the ultra-Orthodox world, Rabbi 

Aharon Leib Shteinman, called on haredi 

women and girls to go to the Western 

Wall to protest the service.  

 

Though the number of Bnei Akiva 

members who attended the protest on 

Monday morning is less than may have 

been expected, it is notable in that it 

marks the first time a segment of the 

national-religious community has taken 

part in the activities against the Women of 

the Wall at the Western Wall. 

 

 

According to the Women of the Wall's 

Facebook page, at least a thousand people 

were in attendance, "25 years of 

sisterhood prayer and struggle at the 

Kotel. We have arrived. With 10oo people 

singing hallel." 

 

The group also added that men and boys 

were harassing one of the Women of the 

Wall's board members. 

 

There have been no arrests or acts of 

violence reported so far. 

 

http://www.jpost.com/Jewish-

World/Jewish-News/Bnei-Akiva-school-

girls-join-in-protests-against-WoW-

service-330551 

 

 PLO threatens to take Israel to UN on 
settlements 

 

 

 

RAMALLAH (AFP) -- The PLO threatened to 

go to the UN Security Council over Israel’s 

announcement on Sunday of tenders to 

http://www.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-News/Bnei-Akiva-school-girls-join-in-protests-against-WoW-service-330551
http://www.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-News/Bnei-Akiva-school-girls-join-in-protests-against-WoW-service-330551
http://www.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-News/Bnei-Akiva-school-girls-join-in-protests-against-WoW-service-330551
http://www.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-News/Bnei-Akiva-school-girls-join-in-protests-against-WoW-service-330551
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build more than 1,800 settler homes in 

the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

 

“The PLO is considering a mechanism to 

go the Security Council and the UN against 

these new Israeli decisions, especially as 

there are international resolutions that 

consider settlements illegal,” senior PLO 

member Wassel Abu Youssef said.  

 

Israel issued tenders to build 1,859 settler 

homes in the occupied West Bank and 

annexed East Jerusalem on Sunday, ahead 

of a visit by US Secretary of State John 

Kerry, an NGO said. 

 

Settlement watchdog Peace Now said 

1,031 plots were offered by Israel’s 

housing and construction ministry in the 

West Bank and 828 in east Jerusalem and 

that successful bidders would be able to 

start construction shortly. 

 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDeta

ils.aspx?ID=643993 

 

 South Africa FM: Struggle of 
Palestinians is 'our struggle' 

 

 

 

BETHLEHEM (Ma'an) -- South Africa's 

foreign minister strongly criticized the 

Israeli occupation of Palestine and 

compared the situation in the occupied 

territories to apartheid in South Africa on 

Friday. 

 

"The struggle of the people of Palestine is 

our struggle," South Africa's The Times 

quoted her as saying. 

 

"The last time I saw a map of Palestine, I 

couldn't go to sleep. It is just dots, smaller 

than those of the homelands, and that 

broke my heart," she added, referring to 

apartheid-era Bantustans on which black 

residents of South Africa were forced to 

live as part of a system of racial separation 

engineered by the formerly ruling white 

minority. 

 

"Ministers of South Africa do not visit 

Israel currently," she added. "We have 

agreed to slow down and curtail senior 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=643993
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=643993
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leadership contact with that regime until 

things begin to look better." 

 

"Our Palestinian friends have never asked 

us to disengage with Israel. They had 

asked us in formal meetings to not engage 

with the regime," Nkoana-Mashabane was 

quoted as saying. 

 

Israeli politicians lashed out in anger at 

the minister's statements on Sunday, with 

one even warning of an impending 

"pogrom" for South Africa's 75,000-strong 

Jewish community. 

 

Avigdor Lieberman, leader of Israel's 

rightist Yisrael Beitenu party, said that the 

comments were "a combination of 

hypocrisy and classic anti-Semitism." 

 

Lieberman said in a statement that "the 

South African government creates an anti-

Israel and anti-Semitic atmosphere, which 

means that a pogrom against the Jews in 

that country is only a matter of time."  

 

He added: "I call on all the Jews still living 

there to move to Israel as soon as possible 

and without delay, before it is too late." 

 

Lieberman was Israel's foreign minister 

until December 2012, when he stepped 

down after being charged with fraud and 

breach of public trust.  

 

The South African foreign minister's 

statements follow years of growing pro-

Palestinian sentiment in the country, as 

increasing numbers of high-profile South 

African diplomats and former anti-

apartheid activists have spoken out 

against Israel's treatment of Palestinians. 

 

In a letter in June, former South African 

ambassador to Israel Ismail Coovadia 

described the Israeli occupation of 

Palestine as "a replication of apartheid."  

 

In December 2012, the ruling African 

National Congress party voted to support 

the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 

movement against Israel, declaring that it 

was "unapologetic in its view that the 

Palestinians are the victims and the 

oppressed in the conflict with Israel." 

 

The internationally recognized Palestinian 

territories of which the West Bank and 

East Jerusalem form a part have been 

occupied by the Israeli military since 1967. 

 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDeta

ils.aspx?ID=643956 

 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=643956
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=643956
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5. JORDAN and LEBANON 
 

 Wave of sectarian attacks in north 
Lebanon: Alawites pay heavy price 

 

 

 

TRIPOLI - A wave of attacks motivated by 

sectarianism in the northern Lebanese city 

of Tripoli has wounded 19 members of the 

minority Alawite sect this week, a security 

official said Saturday. 

 

The attacks come after a week-long battle 

between Alawite fighters in Tripoli's Jabal 

Mohsen neighbourhood and Sunni 

militants in the neighbouring Bab al-

Tebbaneh area that killed 14 people from 

both sides. 

 

Nine Alawite workers were wounded on 

Saturday when Alawite gunmen stopped 

the bus they were travelling in and 

opened fire. 

 

"The gunmen opened fire at the bus and 

then beat some of the workers travelling 

in it. All nine Alawites had either gunshot 

or beating wounds and were taken to 

hospital for treatment," the security 

official said. 

 

"The bus they were on stopped at the 

entry of (Tripoli's Sunni) Bab al-Tebbaneh. 

That's when the gunmen attacked," the 

official added. 

 

A doctor who treated the men said none 

had been injured critically. 

 

Three more Alawites suffered knife 

wounds on Saturday after they were 

attacked by unknown men in Tripoli's 

central Tal Square. 

 

Another man, who works for the city 

municipality, was also attacked by a knife-

wielding assailant in a separate incident. 

 

Earlier this week, six other Alawites were 

wounded in attacks against the 

community in the city. 
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Tripoli is Lebanon's second city and is the 

scene of frequent Syria-linked battles that 

pit Sunnis from Bab al-Tebbaneh against 

Alawites in Jabal Mohsen. 

 

Most Sunnis support Syria's revolt against 

President Bashar al-Assad, while Alawites, 

who belong to the same Shiite-offshoot 

sect as Assad, support his regime. 

 

The latest fighting ended when the army 

deployed along Syria Street, which 

separates the two districts and acts as the 

makeshift frontline. 

 

Tripoli's population is 80 percent Sunni 

and 11 percent Alawite. 

 

Speaking on condition of anonymity, a 

barber from Jabal Mohsen who works in 

central Tripoli said he is afraid of going to 

work. 

 

"Ever since the latest battle ended, I've 

received threats by phone. I'm scared of 

going to (central) Tripoli. I'm thinking of 

closing my shop down," he said. 

 

Many of Tripoli's residents long for peace, 

as every fresh outbreak of violence forces 

schools and universities to close. 

 

"I condemn these attacks (against 

Alawites)," said 35-year-old Sunni 

resident, Khaled al-Rafei. 

 

"What happened today is bad and the 

state must detain whoever was behind the 

attacks, whatever their political or 

sectarian affiliations." 

 

Lebanon was dominated by Damascus for 

30 years until 2005, and its population is 

deeply divided into pro- and anti-Assad 

camps. 

 

The violence raging in Tripoli now is in 

part the legacy of this intervention. 

 

Tripoli's sectarian and political divisions 

were further aggravated earlier this year 

when the powerful Shiite movement 

Hezbollah openly admitted sending 

fighters to support Assad's troops in Syria. 

 

Tripoli suffered horrific car bomb 

explosions near two mosques in August, 

killing 45 people. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62343 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62343
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62343
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 Man killed in personal  dispute in 
Tripoli 

 

A man was killed on Sunday after he 

succumbed to gunshot wounds sustained 

during a personal dispute, the National 

News Agency reported. 

  

The NNA identified the man as Ali al-

Sidawi, and explained that the quarrel 

took place between members of the 

Sidawi and Al-Hajjeh families in Tripoli’s 

Al-Soueiqa. 

  

The reason that sparked the altercation 

which escalated into deadly gunfire 

remains unknown. 

 

https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonne

ws/518943-man-killed-in-personal-

dispute-in-tripoli 

 

 FPM leader criticizes Tripoli 
politicians’ reaction to troubles 

 

Free Patriotic Movement leader MP 

Michel Aoun criticized the approach 

adopted by Tripoli politicians regarding 

the troubles affecting the northern city. 

  

“What is the meaning of condemnations 

when people are dying? Are the voices of 

the MPs and ministers of Tripoli only for 

mourning the dead or are they there to 

prevent people from dying?” Aoun 

inquired on Sunday evening during a 

dinner ceremony organized by the FPM’s 

lawyers committee. 

  

“The behavior of those responsible for the 

security of Tripoli indicates a certain 

contempt for the people,” the FPM leader 

added. 

  

Tripoli has been plagued by sectarian 

clashes linked to the troubles in 

neighboring Syria. 

  

Last month, a week-long battle between 

pro-Syrian regime Alawite fighters in the 

Jabal Mohsen neighborhood and pro-rebel 

Sunni militants in the neighboring Bab al-

Tebbaneh area killed 14 people from both 

sides. 

 

https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonne

ws/518951-fpm-leader-criticizes-tripoli-

politicians-reaction-to-troubles 

 

https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonnews/518943-man-killed-in-personal-dispute-in-tripoli
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonnews/518943-man-killed-in-personal-dispute-in-tripoli
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonnews/518943-man-killed-in-personal-dispute-in-tripoli
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonnews/518951-fpm-leader-criticizes-tripoli-politicians-reaction-to-troubles
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonnews/518951-fpm-leader-criticizes-tripoli-politicians-reaction-to-troubles
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonnews/518951-fpm-leader-criticizes-tripoli-politicians-reaction-to-troubles
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 Tripoli bus attackers wanted to 
“create strife,” speaker says 

 

Speaker Nabih Berri condemned the bus 

attack targeting Alawites in Tripoli as an 

attempt to stir up strife in Lebanon. 

  

“This is a despicable act. Its aims are to 

create strife and nothing else,” Berri said 

in remarks published by Al-Joumhouria 

newspaper on Monday. 

  

The newspaper also reported that Berri 

was contacted by caretaker Prime 

Minister Najib Miqati to discuss the 

circumstances of the incident. 

  

It said that the speaker underlined his 

belief that “strife will not take place.” 

  

“There’s a decision among all Lebanese 

that there shouldn’t be a return to civil 

war.” 

  

Berri’s remarks came as a reaction to the 

Saturday attack in which nine Alawite 

workers were wounded when gunmen 

stopped the bus in which they were 

travelling in the Bab al-Tebbaneh area and 

opened fire. 

  

All nine workers had either gunshot or 

beating wounds and were taken to 

hospital for treatment. 

  

The attack came after a week-long battle 

between pro-Syrian regime Alawite 

fighters in Tripoli's Jabal Mohsen 

neighborhood and pro-rebel Sunni 

militants in the neighboring Bab al-

Tebbaneh area that killed 14 people from 

both sides. 

 

https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonne

ws/518958-tripoli-bus-attackers-wanted-

to-create-strife-speaker-says 

 

 Region’s Christians work to unite 
communities 

 

 

 

BEIRUT: Christian figures gathered over 

the weekend from across the Middle East 

to stress the need for unity in light of the 

threat posed by extremist groups across 

the region. Free Patriotic Movement head 

MP Michel Aoun said Arab governments 

https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonnews/518958-tripoli-bus-attackers-wanted-to-create-strife-speaker-says
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonnews/518958-tripoli-bus-attackers-wanted-to-create-strife-speaker-says
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/lebanonnews/518958-tripoli-bus-attackers-wanted-to-create-strife-speaker-says
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were responsible for protecting Christians 

in the region against Salafist movements, 

during the Christian Gathering in the 

Levant conference in Beirut: 

 

“The Christian presence ... is also the 

responsibility of their Muslim 

counterparts, if they want the East to 

remain an arena for coexistence, 

forgiveness and dialogue,” Aoun said. 

“Arab governments are responsible for 

maintaining the security of Christians in 

the East.” 

 

Aoun also said the Christian sect was 

further threatened by the emergence of 

radical Muslim groups in the aftermath of 

the Arab Spring. 

 

Aoun said inter-Arab conflicts were 

diverting attention from the main conflict, 

the Arab-Israeli one. 

 

Lebanese Syriac League President Habib 

Efram said it was important to “accept the 

challenge and create a Christian bloc 

within the political framework, with one 

voice and one goal, one thought and one 

issue, with a road map.” 

 

“A conscientious stance is required by 

Arabs and Muslims, one that rejects takfiri 

fatwas and attempts to forcibly apply 

Shariah law,” he said. 

 

Efram stressed that Christians did not 

want “foreign protection” and did not 

want the countries in the region to 

fragment into “religious states.” 

 

The Christian Gathering of the Levant was 

a two-day conference held Saturday and 

Sunday at the Hilton Hotel in Beirut’s 

northern suburb of Sin al-Fil. 

 

The conference was attended by a 

number of ambassadors, diplomats, 

political officials and figures from Iraq, 

Syria, Jordan, Egypt and Palestine. 

 

Delegates also called for the release of 

Greek Orthodox Archbishop Paul Yazigi 

and Syriac Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna 

Ibrahim, who were abducted in April while 

en route to Aleppo from the Turkish 

border. 

 

Jordanian delegate Minister Wasef Azar 

stressed the need to stop extremist 

groups from dictating rules to society. He 

also warned of the dangers posed by “the 

expansion of such groups.” 
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Egyptian delegate Sherif Doss noted that 

Christians in Egypt were being subjected 

to attacks from Islamist groups and called 

for stopping “the financing of terrorist 

groups in the country, primarily the 

Muslim Brotherhood.” 

 

Syrian Fayez Sayegh also said that it was 

unacceptable for terrorist groups living 

and working in Syria to contribute to 

development, saying the Syrian people 

were all equally oppressed. 

 

Iraqi Kurdistan Transportation and 

Communications Minister Johnson 

Syawish Ayo said Christians were far away 

from decision-making centers and were 

suffering from marginalization in all 

aspects. He noted the large transfers of 

Western money to purchase Christian 

lands in the region as a severe problem. 

 

“It is imperative that we unite under one 

umbrella to agree on our stances and 

further join together to make decisions 

and pressure local governments and the 

international community,” he said. 

 

Palestinian Hanna Amira said the main 

issue was substantial Christian emigration, 

common among Middle Eastern countries. 

 

He also said that the Islamization of Gaza 

would likely force Christians living there to 

emigrate. 

 

A statement following the conference said 

the Christian presence in Lebanon was 

“necessary” in order to maintain 

Christianity throughout the entire region. 

 

It also stated that the delegates present at 

the Christian Gathering would be its first 

constituents, adding that the door would 

be open for others wanting to join. A 

committee composed of members from 

each participating country would be 

created, aimed at following up on the 

recommendations of the gathering and its 

proposed plan of action. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-04/236764-regions-

christians-work-to-unite-

communities.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t 

 

 Army arrests suspect in Tripoli bus 
attack, three at large 

 

TRIPOLI, Lebanon: The Army has arrested 

one Syrian national for his alleged 

involvement in a Tripoli bus attack 

targeting Alawite residents over the 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236764-regions-christians-work-to-unite-communities.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236764-regions-christians-work-to-unite-communities.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236764-regions-christians-work-to-unite-communities.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236764-regions-christians-work-to-unite-communities.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
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weekend, raising fears that recently 

contained clashes would restart in the 

northern city. Future bloc head MP Fouad 

Siniora condemned the attack, which saw 

gunmen block a road and pull six men 

from a public bus in broad daylight. 

 

“This heinous crime which targeted 

Lebanese civilians from Jabal Mohsen 

serves the interests of Lebanon’s 

enemies,” he said in a statement. “Jabal 

Mohsen residents are Lebanese citizens 

and brothers of this nation. Whoever 

targets them is a criminal who has nothing 

to do with Tripoli’s residents, and should 

be tried.” 

 

Hezbollah also condemned the attack 

Sunday, describing it as “a very dangerous 

message for all Lebanese,” and “an 

indication of just how far sectarian 

incitement can go.” 

 

In the statement, the resistance group 

asked security and judicial authorities to 

take the required measures and punish 

the perpetrators in order to prevent 

similar incidents. 

 

It also added that it was necessary to put 

an end to sectarian provocation. 

 

The Army’s General Directorate said 

Saturday that the military had 

apprehended Syrian national Yehya Samir 

Mohammad for his alleged role in the 

attack and was in pursuit of three other 

Lebanese, identified as Khaled Jamal al-

Rai, Omar Mohammad Abdul-Aziz al-

Ahmad and Mustafa Abdul-Hamid Jawhar. 

 

The victims, all from Jabal Mohsen, were 

traveling in a public bus through the Sunni 

neighborhood of Bab al-Tabbaneh 

Saturday afternoon when they were 

pulled from the vehicle, according to a 

statement by the Army. 

 

A separate group of gunmen had 

apparently blocked the bus’ path, allowing 

the suspects to take the six onto the street 

and beat and shoot at them. 

 

The attack burst the relative calm that had 

prevailed in the city just as the Army and 

other security agencies managed to 

contain the latest round of fighting 

between supporters and opponents of 

President Bashar Assad. 

 

Clashes between the pro-regime Jabal 

Mohsen and the anti-Assad Bab al-

Tabbaneh erupted on Oct. 28 and lasted 

for a week, killing 16 people and 
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wounding over 90. The fighting was the 

17th round of deadly clashes between the 

old rivals since the crisis in Syria began in 

March 2011. 

 

President Michel Sleiman met Sunday with 

caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati to 

discuss developments in the restive 

northern city, while caretaker Interior 

Minister Marwan Charbel joined them in 

Baabda Palace. 

 

Charbel updated the officials about the 

situation on the ground and the measures 

that had been taken to arrest and 

prosecute the perpetrators of the attack, 

Sleiman’s office said. 

 

The attack prompted a group of men from 

the northern village of Haysa in Akkar to 

block a road in the area Saturday night in 

protest. 

 

The Future Movement in Tripoli 

condemned what it said were repeated 

attacks against the Alawite community in 

Lebanon’s second-largest city, saying the 

crimes were carried out in the interest of 

the Syrian regime. 

 

“What happened is not at all related to 

Tripoli and its residents, who come from 

all sects ... the Alawites are part of the 

city’s fabric and represent – along with the 

Christians and Sunnis – the fate of this 

city,” said a statement by the party, which 

yields influence in Tripoli. 

 

“The incident serves the interest of the 

Syrian regime ... which aims to divert 

attention away from the criminals behind 

the Tripoli bombings,” it added. The 

movement was referring to the 

controversy surrounding the secretary-

general of the pro-Assad Arab Democratic 

Party, Ali Eid, who last week defied judicial 

summons over his role in helping a 

suspect in the Tripoli bombings to flee the 

country. 

 

On Aug, 23, two car bombs exploded 

outside two separate Sunni mosques in 

the city killing at least 47 people and 

wounding over 100. 

 

Seven people including a member of the 

Jabal Mohsen-based ADP, were charged 

over the blasts, with a preliminary 

investigation linking the suspects to the 

Syrian intelligence and the Tripoli party. 

 

Eid’s driver was arrested last week by 

Army intelligence near the border with 

Syria and allegedly confessed to helping 
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Ahmad Merhi, a suspect in the explosions, 

flee the country. The driver said Eid had 

tasked him to do so. 

 

In a meeting held at MP Mohammad 

Kabbara’s residence in Tripoli Sunday, 

participants from the Future Movement 

also condemned the repeated attacks on 

the Alawite community. 

 

The meeting included MP Samir Jisr and 

Gen. Ashraf Rifi, the former chief of the 

Internal Security Forces. 

 

A statement made by Kabbara following 

the meeting said the participants also 

condemned the attacks on the Army, 

adding that it was part of a “conspiracy 

against the safety of the city.” It also 

condemned sniping, which is ongoing 

despite the presence of Army units. 

 

The meeting’s participants “condemn the 

assault on peaceful citizens and call on 

security forces to identify and prosecute 

the perpetrators,” the statement said. 

“This repeated sniping activity threatens 

security and causes clashes, as has 

happened previously. The Army must 

address the issue firmly and seriously.” 

 

The statement said the recent events 

should not divert attention away from the 

August car bombings. 

 

Mufti of Tripoli and the North Malek Shaar 

also condemned the attack against the 

Alawites Sunday, saying the incident did 

not represent the values of Tripoli’s 

residents. 

 

Shaar warned against “falling into the 

trap,” and turning attention away from 

the Tripoli bombings. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-04/236761-army-

arrests-suspect-in-tripoli-bus-attack-three-

at-large.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t 

 

 Berri: March 14 obstructing Cabinet 
formation, Future preventing oil talks 

 

 

 

BEIRUT: Speaker Nabih Berri has entered 

the fray over the deepening Cabinet crisis, 

accusing the March 14 coalition of 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236761-army-arrests-suspect-in-tripoli-bus-attack-three-at-large.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236761-army-arrests-suspect-in-tripoli-bus-attack-three-at-large.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236761-army-arrests-suspect-in-tripoli-bus-attack-three-at-large.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236761-army-arrests-suspect-in-tripoli-bus-attack-three-at-large.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
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obstructing the formation of a new 

government and also the Future 

Movement of preventing a caretaker 

Cabinet session to discuss oil-related 

decrees. 

 

In an interview to be published in the 

General Security magazine Tuesday, Berri 

also stressed the need to elect a 

consensus president to succeed President 

Michel Sleiman, whose six-year-term in 

office expires in May next year. 

 

However, Berri’s remarks drew fire from 

the Future Movement which described 

Hezbollah and its March 8 allies as “the 

king of obstruction” when it comes to 

Parliament paralysis, the formation of 

Cabinets and the election of a new 

president. 

 

Berri lamented that the Cabinet crisis had 

entered its seventh month with no 

solution in sight. 

 

Asked who was to blame for the Cabinet 

deadlock, Berri said: “I don’t want to hold 

any party alone responsible. I want to say 

we are all mistaken, including myself. But I 

know for sure that the obstruction is 

coming from the March 14 parties.” 

 

While reiterating his demand for the 

caretaker Cabinet to convene to approve 

pending oil-related decrees, he accused 

the Future Movement of obstructing such 

a session. He warned that Israel had 

begun oil exploration near the maritime 

border with Lebanon. 

 

Asked who was preventing the caretaker 

Cabinet from meeting to approve decrees 

needed to kick off oil exploration in 

Lebanon, Berri said: “I didn’t hear anyone 

in Lebanon who said he does not want a 

[Cabinet] session except the Future 

Movement. We still want to know who is 

responding to the Future Movement’s 

demand.” 

 

Beirut MP Ammar Houri from the 

parliamentary Future bloc rejected the 

accusations that the March 14 coalition 

was blocking the Cabinet formation. 

 

“The March 8 team with all its 

components is the king of obstruction. The 

March 8 team has closed Parliament for 

one and a half years [in 2007-08], 

prevented the election of a new president 

[in 2007] and prevented the formation of 

cabinets,” Houri told The Daily Star. 
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He said the March 8 alliance was trying 

through the threat of Hezbollah’s arms to 

impose its viewpoints on the March 14 

coalition. “Berri’s remarks fully apply to 

the March 8 team,” Houri added. 

 

Asked to comment on Berri’s charge that 

the Future Movement was preventing a 

Cabinet session on oil, Houri said: 

“Speaker Berri has forgotten that the 

Future Movement is not represented in 

the Cabinet.” 

 

The Future Movement has said that it 

opposed a Cabinet session to approve the 

decrees because it had no trust in the 

current government, particularly caretaker 

Energy Minister Gebran Bassil. It said only 

a new government should handle the 

matter. 

 

Earlier this year, Lebanon officially 

launched its first oil and gas licensing 

round with 46 international energy 

companies prequalifying to bid for 

offshore exploration contracts. 

 

But Cabinet must convene to pass two 

decrees demarcating 10 maritime oil 

exploration blocks and establishing a 

revenue-sharing model before oil and gas 

contracts can be awarded. 

 

In the interview with General Security 

magazine, Berri said its is the president 

and the prime minister-designate’s to 

form the Cabinet and name the ministers, 

but not the type of Cabinet to be formed 

or its policy statement. 

 

“The shape of the Cabinet, whether it is a 

political, technocratic, small or expanded 

Cabinet, does not concern the president 

and the prime minister-designate alone, 

but all political parties without 

exceptions,” Berri said. 

 

He added that his proposal on Aug. 31 for 

a five-day conclave for Dialogue to be 

attended by March 8 and March 14 

leaders and Prime Minister-designate 

Tammam Salam was aimed at overcoming 

obstacles in the way of the Cabinet 

formation, particularly divisive issues such 

as the Cabinet’s policy statement and 

Lebanese intervention in the Syrian 

conflict. 

 

“What I wanted from the Dialogue 

sessions was to prevent post-Cabinet 

formation obstacles and to create an 

atmosphere of consensus to avoid 

differences that would arise during 

discussions of the policy statement,” Berri 
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said. “In Dialogue, we can overcome all 

obstacles.” The Future Movement has said 

any Dialogue session should coincide with 

the formation of a new Cabinet, insisting 

that deciding on the type of Cabinet was 

within the prerogatives of the president 

and the prime minister-designate. 

 

Berri underlined the need to elect a new 

president based on a consensus between 

the March 8 and March 14 parties. He also 

stressed that a quorum of a two-third 

majority of Parliament’s 128 members 

was needed to convene the legislature to 

elect a new president. 

 

Asked whether a new president would be 

elected based on consensus between the 

feuding parties as happened with 

Sleiman’s election in May 2008, Berri said: 

“In Lebanon, by virtue of its sectarian 

diversity and confessional composition, 

we always need consensus. We might not 

attain it. Perhaps agreement is better. But 

if agreement is hard to attain, I can bypass 

it, but I cannot bypass consensus.” 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-04/236771-berri-

march-14-obstructing-cabinet-formation-

future-preventing-oil-

talks.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t 

 

 Jordan will continue building 
exemplary reform model — King 

 

 

 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Abdullah on 

Sunday opened the 17th Parliament’s 

ordinary session with a Speech from the 

Throne, in which he said Jordan will 

continue to build a model of development 

and reform that sets an example for the 

entire region. 

 

“Jordan is continuing its quest to develop 

a regional reform model that is 

homegrown and based on a clear 

roadmap with specific reform milestones, 

some of which we have already achieved,” 

His Majesty told lawmakers, Cabinet 

members and key public figures from 

various walks of life (see full text). 

 

Highlighting successes on this path, the 

King said that the reform process, based 

on core constitutional amendments, has 

“enhanced freedoms, enrooted the 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236771-berri-march-14-obstructing-cabinet-formation-future-preventing-oil-talks.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236771-berri-march-14-obstructing-cabinet-formation-future-preventing-oil-talks.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236771-berri-march-14-obstructing-cabinet-formation-future-preventing-oil-talks.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-04/236771-berri-march-14-obstructing-cabinet-formation-future-preventing-oil-talks.ashx#axzz2jfFl7c9t
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separation and balance between the 

branches of government, and led to the 

creation of essential democratic 

institutions to continue democratic 

transformation”. 

 

The process also triggered the first steps 

towards parliamentary government on the 

basis of parliamentary consultations, he 

noted. 

 

Elaborating on the parliamentary 

government approach, His Majesty said: 

“Through this, we seek to reach an 

advanced state through coming 

parliamentary cycles, whereby a House of 

Representatives’ majority of platform-

based political parties forms the 

government, while the minority, also 

comprised of platform-based parties, 

serves as shadow government.” 

 

In parallel with this, the monarchy 

evolves, he said. 

 

“Parallel to this, progress in the 

fundamentals of partisan, parliamentary 

and governmental work goes hand-in-

hand with the evolution of the monarchy’s 

role and constitutional responsibilities, 

foremost of which is to guarantee 

pluralism and democracy, safeguard the 

balance between the branches of 

government and defend our national 

security.” 

 

Achievements should be coupled with 

evaluation and learning lessons from 

experiences, according to the King, who 

said: “Holding parliamentary and 

municipal elections in one year despite 

regional challenges underlines the state’s 

confidence in its institutions. Yet, it is 

necessary to learn lessons in order to 

progress with each election cycle.” 

 

In this context, the King urged updating 

the political parties and elections laws in 

preparation for the coming 18th 

Parliament elections, which, he said, 

should be held on the basis of the 

amended laws and on the set date. 

 

At the level of local government, he called 

for developing the Municipalities Law, 

finalising the decentralisation project and 

enacting the necessary legislation before 

the coming municipal elections. 

 

A third requirement for a successful 

political reform plan is to improve the 

performance of political parties and 

parliamentary blocs, the King said. 
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The Monarch described the Parliament as 

“the incubator of dialogue and 

democracy” and as such it should set an 

example of the best democratic practices. 

 

His Majesty said the recent endorsement 

of the House of Representatives’ internal 

bylaw and code of conduct is a 

contribution to such endeavour and called 

for adhering to these values in daily 

practice, “so that they become a deterrent 

to any individual practices that contradict 

the basics of democratic work and the 

responsibility of representing the people”. 

 

“This will preserve the status and prestige 

of the House of Representatives and 

consolidate confidence in state 

institutions. All this will guarantee stability 

in parliamentary and government work, 

whereby the House of Representatives 

can complete its term, as long as it enjoys 

the people’s confidence, while the 

government will continue performing its 

duties as long as it enjoys the House of 

Representatives’ confidence.” 

 

Reiterating recent remarks on the 

performance of the civil service apparatus, 

King Abdullah said: “Continued 

improvement of civil service performance 

to take it to the highest level of 

professionalism and competence is one of 

the most important prerequisites of 

parliamentary governments’ success. The 

government should move quickly to 

develop human resources in the public 

sector, prepare public sector leaders who 

excel, ingrain a culture of excellence, 

complete the restructuring of public 

sector agencies and the e-government 

services network, and advance the quality 

of basic public services such as education, 

health and public transportation. Citizens 

should taste the fruits of the white 

revolution we have issued directives to 

launch with the aim of reviving the public 

sector and civil service.” 

 

http://jordantimes.com/jordan-will-

continue-building-exemplary-reform-

model----king 

 

 Japan grants Jordan $10.2 million to 
support host communities 

 

 

 

http://jordantimes.com/jordan-will-continue-building-exemplary-reform-model----king
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Japanese Ambassador to Jordan Junichi 

Kosuge and Planning Minister Ibrahim Saif 

shake hands after signing a memorandum 

of understanding in Amman on Sunday 

(Petra photo) 

AMMAN — The Japanese embassy in 

Jordan and the Planning Ministry on 

Sunday signed a memorandum of 

understanding under which Japan is to 

provide an emergency grant of $10.2 

million to the Kingdom. 

 

The $10.2 million is part of a recently 

announced emergency aid grant of $60 

million for relief efforts in Syria and the 

region, an embassy statement said. 

 

Jordan’s share of the grant will be used for 

the purchase of municipal equipment 

needed to improve water supply, 

wastewater management and solid waste 

management in the targeted 

governorates, to “reduce the burdens 

shouldered by the Syrian refugee host 

communities”. 

 

As for UN activities in Jordan, $2.4 million 

was allocated for UNHCR Jordan, $1.6 

million for WFP Jordan, and $1 million for 

UNICEF, the statement said. 

 

Planning Minister Ibrahim Saif and 

Japanese Ambassador to Jordan Junichi 

Kosuge signed the memo. 

 

Thanking Japan for its constant support 

for the Kingdom, Saif said the grant will be 

utilised in cooperation with the Ministry of 

Municipal Affairs, the Jordan News 

Agency, Petra, reported. 

 

“I hope this grant will be used promptly 

and effectively to mitigate the impact of 

Syrian refugees on host communities and 

ease their increasing burdens,” the 

statement quoted Kosuge as saying. 

 

“Understanding the impact of the large 

influx of Syrian refugees on Jordan’s 

economy and in appreciation” of its 

efforts to serve the Syrian refugees 

despite its limited resources, the Japanese 

government extended two soft loans to 

the Kingdom in 2012 and 2013 at a total 

value of $240 million, the embassy 

statement said. 

 

http://jordantimes.com/japan-grants-

jordan-102-million-to-support-host-

communities 
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6. ARABIAN PENINSULA AND THE 
GULF OF BASRA 
 

 Kerry in Saudi Arabia in bid to ease 
tensions 

 

 

 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry arrived 

in Saudi Arabia on Sunday in a bid to ease 

tensions over Syria and Iran wit America’s 

longstanding ally.  

 

Kerry was greeted by Saudi Foreign 

Minister Saud al-Faisal and will have his 

first meeting since becoming secretary of 

state in February with Saudi King Abdullah 

on Monday. 

 

The top U.S. diplomat is on his second 

stop of a regional tour to reinforce ties 

with Arab countries. He will visit, Jordan, 

Israel, the United Arab Emirates, Algeria 

and Morocco. 

 

Saudi Arabia expressed concerns over the 

United States not following through on its 

threat to punish Syrian President Bashar 

Assad with military strikes for his 

government’s use of chemical weapons 

and over the recent diplomatic 

rapprochement between Iran and the 

United States.  

 

Earlier Sunday in Cairo, Kerry 

acknowledged that while there might be 

differences over “tactics” in ending the 

Syrian conflict, the end goal for the United 

States and its allies was the same-a 

transition of power, according to Agence 

France Presse.  

 

 

“There are some countries ... that wanted 

the United States to do one thing in 

respect to Syria and we have done 

something else,” Kerry was quoted as 

saying by AFP during a joint press 

conference with Egyptian foreign minister 

Nabil Fahmy,  

 

But he insisted: “Those differences on 

individual tactics on policy do not mean a 

difference on (the) fundamental goal of 

the policy. 

 

“We all share the same goal... that is the 

salvation of the state of Syria and a 

transition government put in place...that 
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can give the people of Syria the 

opportunity to choose their future.” 

 

Kerry also said the United States would 

stick with its Middle East partners and not 

allow them to be attacked. 

 

“We will be there for Saudi Arabia, for the 

Emirates, for Qataris, for the Jordanians, 

for the Egyptians and others. We will not 

allow those countries to be attacked from 

outside. We will stand with them,” he 

said, according to AFP. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/04/Kerry-in-Saudi-

Arabia-in-bid-to-ease-tensions-.html 

 

 Saudi to start inspecting companies 
for illegal workers 

 

 

 

The Saudi Ministry of Labor announced 

Sunday that the time for illegal workers to 

leave the kingdom will end Monday, 

however Syrians will be given special 

consideration due to the war in their 

country. 

 

On April 3, Saudi Arabia announced a 

three-month amnesty for illegal workers 

to leave, later extending the period to four 

months. 

 

“We have absolutely no intention of 

prolonging the amnesty,” the ministry’s 

spokesman Hattab al-Anzi said in a press 

conference. 

 

However, “the ministry does not intend to 

organize campaigns to inspect homes with 

the help of women officials,” Anzi added. 

 

The official said expatriates and citizens 

have the right to stop inspectors from 

entering their homes. 

 

The ministry, meanwhile, has warned 

those who shelter illegal workers and said 

they will be given a two-year sentence in 

prison, pay 100,000 riyals ($26,665) or 

both. 

 

The ministry also urged violators to 

continue attempting to “correct” their 

illegal statuses given that they are not 

arrested. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/04/Kerry-in-Saudi-Arabia-in-bid-to-ease-tensions-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/04/Kerry-in-Saudi-Arabia-in-bid-to-ease-tensions-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/04/Kerry-in-Saudi-Arabia-in-bid-to-ease-tensions-.html
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Gen. Mansour al-Turki, spokesman for the 

Interior Ministry, said “the final period for 

correcting [legal residency] statuses will 

end tomorrow. After the end of the 

amnesty period, which has prolonged for 

more than seven months, a security 

campaign with the help of the labor 

ministry will take place in all over the 

kingdom.” 

 

Turki added that the arrested violators will 

be put in detention centers until they are 

deported. 

 

More than 2.4 million labor law violators 

have managed to escape penalties and 

transfer their residence visa during the 

grace period while around 900,000 

managed to renew their expired visas. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/03/Saudi-to-start-

inspecting-companies-for-illegal-workers-

Monday.html 

 

 Saudi Arabia eyes buying five German 
Type 209 submarines 

 

 

 

 

BERLIN - Saudi Arabia wants to buy five 

German submarines for around 2.5 billion 

euros ($3.4 billion) and more than two 

dozen more in the future, a newspaper 

reported Sunday. 

 

Citing unidentified government sources, 

Sunday's Bild newspaper said Riyadh had 

its eye initially on buying the five Type 209 

submarines, followed long-term by up to 

25 submarines in a 12-billion-euro deal. 

 

It said the chancellery had, in a letter to 

Saudi Arabia in the summer, indicated a 

swift and sympathetic examination of 

Riyadh's weapons plans as soon as the 

new German government was established 

following September elections. 

 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel's 

conservatives are currently locked in 

negotiations with the centre-left Social 

Democrats on forming a grand coalition. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/Saudi-to-start-inspecting-companies-for-illegal-workers-Monday.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/03/Saudi-to-start-inspecting-companies-for-illegal-workers-Monday.html
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A German government spokeswoman 

declined to comment and would not 

confirm or deny the reported letter. 

 

In Riyadh, officials do not usually publicly 

comment on such deals. 

 

Germany's heavy industry giant 

ThyssenKrupp which, the paper said, 

would produce the submarines was 

quoted by Bild as saying there was "no 

project on submarines for Saudi Arabia". 

 

German arms sales to Saudi Arabia have in 

the past been criticised by opposition 

politicians, especially in light of pro-

democracy uprisings throughout the 

Middle East. 

 

For decades Germany declined to sell 

heavy weapons to Saudi Arabia because of 

concerns over human rights and fears for 

Israel's security. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62360 

 

 Bahrain court gives life sentences to 
members of Jaish al-Imam 

 

 

 

 

DUBAI - A Manama court Sunday jailed 

four Shiites for life and sentenced six 

others to 15-year terms for forming an 

Iran-linked "terrorist cell" to mount 

attacks in Bahrain, a judicial source said. 

 

The defendants were part of a group of 24 

on trial, of whom 14 were acquitted. 

 

The interior ministry announced in 

February that it had busted a "terrorist 

cell" which planned to carry out attacks on 

sensitive military and civilian sites as well 

as public figures. 

 

Members of the group had been spying 

for Iran and its elite Revolutionary Guards, 

according to the charges, and had set up 

an armed organisation called Jaish al-

Imam, or the army of the imam. 

 

Since September 29, a total of 138 Shiites 

have been sentenced to prison terms of 

up to life, after King Hamad in August 

ordered stiffer penalties for "terror acts". 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62360
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These include a minimum 10-year jail term 

for an attempted bombing. If such attacks 

cause casualties, the sentence can be life 

imprisonment or the death penalty. 

 

Homemade bomb attacks have been 

carried out since March 2011. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62351 

 

 Bahrain police summons top Wefaq 
leader for questioning 

 

 

 

 

DUBAI - The Bahraini police on Saturday 

summoned the head of the main Shiite 

opposition faction for questioning, the 

group said, as tensions persist in the 

kingdom. 

 

The summons was delivered to Sheikh Ali 

Salman's house in the morning, the 

opposition Al-Wefaq association said in a 

statement, adding it was not clear why he 

was being called in for questioning. 

 

The summons comes just over a week 

after Al-Wefaq's leading figure Khalil 

Marzooq was released from jail at the 

opening of his trial for inciting terrorism. 

 

Marzooq, a former MP, was arrested in 

September after being summoned for 

questioning and later charged by the 

general prosecutor with "promoting acts 

that amount to terrorist crimes". 

 

Bahraini authorities also shut and 

dismantled an exhibition on anti-

government protests staged by Wefaq on 

Wednesday, saying it violated the law and 

incited hatred. 

 

Talks between the government and its 

opponents began in February but have 

failed to resolve the political crisis, with 

the two sides still mistrustful and 

apparently far apart on the opposition’s 

main demand for an elected government. 

 

Al Wefaq, which says it advocates non-

violent methods, demands a 

constitutional monarchy with a 

government chosen from within a 

democratically elected parliament. 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62351
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62351
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online.com/english/?id=62341 

 

 Ceasefire brings Yemen Sunni-Shiite 
clashes to temporary end 

 

 

 

SANAA - Shiite rebels and Sunni Islamists 

have stopped fighting in northern Yemeni 

town after reaching a ceasefire that was 

urged by the Red Cross, a military official 

said Saturday. 

 

Three days of clashes that killed at least 11 

people ended at 5:00 pm (14:00 GMT) on 

Friday, the official said according to the 

defence ministry news website 26sep.net. 

 

Troops have been deployed in areas 

evacuated by the two sides, he added. 

 

The fighting with mortar and rocket fire 

had been concentrated on the Mazraa 

mosque and a Koranic school held by the 

Islamists in the village of Dammaj in Saada 

province and surrounded by Zaidi rebels, 

also known as Huthis. 

 

Tribal sources put the death toll at at least 

11, but the Sunnis have said the number 

of their people killed in the shelling was 

much higher. 

 

On Friday, the International Committee of 

the Red Cross urged an immediate 

ceasefire to allow ambulances into the 

area. 

 

The Red Cross's Yemen director, Cedric 

Schweizer, said "every minute we lose 

waiting to get into Dammaj and the 

surrounding area is a potential life lost. 

 

"We are calling for an immediate and solid 

ceasefire, which would allow our 

colleagues to evacuate the wounded and 

deliver life-saving care." 

 

Dammaj, where the school for Sunni 

preachers has operated since the 1980s, 

has been the scene of frequent clashes 

between Sunni Islamists and the Huthis, 

for whom Saada is a stronghold. 

 

Thousands of Sunni Salafist Islamists 

demonstrated in Sanaa on Saturday in 

support of their co-religionists. 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62341
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A statement by Ansarullah (Partisans of 

God) -- the official name for the Huthi 

rebels, has charged that Sunni extremists 

had "transformed the centre of Dammaj 

into a real barracks for thousands of 

armed foreigners. 

 

Last month, at least 42 people were killed 

in 10 days of clashes last in Amran 

province, also in northern Yemen, and in 

the central Ibb region. 

 

The Huthis, named after their late leader 

Abdel Malek al-Huthi, rose up in 2004 

against the government of ex-president Ali 

Abdullah Saleh, accusing it of 

marginalising them politically and 

economically. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62338 

 

 Gulf allies to give arms support to 
Syrian rebels 

 

 

 

Washington: Gulf countries, led by Saudi 

Arabia, are moving to strengthen their 

military support for Syrian rebels and 

develop policy options independent from 

the United States in the wake of what they 

see as a failure of US leadership following 

President Barack Obama’s decision not to 

launch air strikes against Syria, according 

to senior gulf officials. 

 

Although the Saudis and others in the 

region have been supplying weapons to 

the rebels since the fighting in Syria began 

more than two years ago and have 

cooperated with a slow-starting Central 

Investigation Agency (CIA) operation to 

train and arm the opposition, officials said 

they have largely given up on the United 

States as the leader and coordinator of 

their efforts. 

 

Instead, the Saudis plan to expand training 

facilities they operate in Jordan and 

increase the firepower of arms sent to 

rebel groups that are fighting extremist 

elements among them even as they battle 

the Syrian government, according to Gulf 

officials who spoke on the condition of 

anonymity to preserve ties with the US. 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62338
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What officials described as a parallel 

operation independent of US efforts is 

being discussed by the Saudis with other 

countries in the region, according to 

officials from several governments that 

have been involved in the talks. 

 

  

Unhappiness over Syria is only one 

element of what officials said are varying 

degrees of disenchantment in the region 

with much of the administration’s Middle 

East policy, including its nuclear 

negotiations with Iran and criticism of 

Egypt’s new government. 

 

Secretary of State John Kerry arrived in 

Saudi Arabia on Sunday on a hastily 

arranged visit — to include his first-ever 

meeting with King Abdullah on Monday — 

that is designed to smooth increasingly 

frayed US relations with the kingdom. 

 

Kerry will also stop in the UAE, Jordan and 

Israel, all of which have expressed 

concerned at what they see as a 

weakened US posture in the region. The 

11-day trip also includes visits to the West 

Bank, Poland, Algeria and Morocco. 

 

Yesterday, Kerry briefly visited Cairo 

before travelling to Riyadh. 

Officials in several countries that had 

pledged to support a US strike on Syrian 

targets after confirmation that President 

Bashar Al Assad had used chemical 

weapons described their stunned reaction 

to Obama’s abrupt decision in late August 

to cancel the operation just days before its 

planned launch so he could ask for 

congressional agreement. 

 

“We agreed to everything that we were 

asked . . . as part of what was going to 

take place,” said a senior Saudi official 

reached by telephone in the kingdom. 

Instead of the 10-to-12-hour warning 

before launch that the Americans had 

promised, the official said that Saudi 

intelligence chief Prince Bandar Bin Sultan 

“did not know about  

 

Although the current policy differences 

are unlikely to be resolved soon, if at all, 

the Saudis derive part of their standing as 

a regional leader from their close ties to 

Washington. Kerry’s visit, in large part, is 

designed to publicly stroke that aspect of 

the Saudi image. 

 

Gulf officials emphasised that the US-

Saudi relationship, spanning eight decades 

since the kingdom’s founding, is based on 

a range of issues, including energy, 
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counterterrorism, military ties, trade and 

investment, that remain important to 

both. 

 

Any major attempt at outside intervention 

in Syria on behalf of the opposition would 

be limited without the participation of US 

equipment, personnel, and command and 

control. Although France, for example, 

shares some of the Saudi concerns and 

the French defence minister met with King 

Abdullah and discussed major new 

defence contracts in Riyadh early this 

month, the US’ partners in Europe have 

long expressed reluctance to intervene in 

Syria without a mandate from the United 

Nations or Nato. 

 

In Britain, Prime Minister David Cameron’s 

support for the US strike option being 

prepared this summer was abandoned 

when Parliament voted against any 

participation. 

 

Turkey, a Nato partner that has long 

protested what it sees as Obama’s tepid 

Syria policy, has branched off on its own in 

terms of support for the rebels. Although 

the administration has long described 

Iranian support for Bashar Al Assad as 

crucial to the Syrian president’s survival, 

foreign ministers from Turkey and Iran 

met in Ankara last week to voice their 

shared concerns about the increasingly 

sectarian nature of the war. 

 

Saudi Arabia has no interest in reaching 

out to Iran, which it sees as its primary 

rival for influence in the region. The Saudis 

are convinced that the US is so eager to 

make a deal with Iran that it has already 

signed on to an arrangement that its allies 

in the region — including Israel — are sure 

to disapprove of. 

 

“Absolutely,” the senior Saudi official said. 

 

Saudi distress over the Obama 

administration’s engagement with the 

new leadership in Iran may be even more 

fundamental to the current strain in 

relations than differences over Syria and 

also Egypt. 

 

The Saudis, who see Egypt’s Muslim 

Brotherhood as a threat, believe the 

administration is hypocritical in its 

concern that the military rulers who 

overthrew Mursi are using too heavy a 

hand in cracking down on Mursi’s 

Brotherhood organisation. The US, said 

one gulf official, expressed little concern 

over similar abuses under former Egyptian 

president Hosni Mubarak, whom the US 
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supported before he was overthrown in 

early 2011. 

 

With new US arms shipments to Egypt 

suspended, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 

Kuwait have given the new Egyptian 

government $12 billion (Dh44 billion) to 

defray expenses, and officials said they 

plan to contribute at least another $3 

billion in the coming days. 

 

While the United States and its Gulf allies 

share the same objectives in the region — 

a stable Egypt, a non-nuclear Iran and a 

peaceful Syria without Al Assad — one 

official said those allies have concluded 

that none of those objectives will be 

reached with Obama’s current policy. 

 

In a speech in Washington this month, 

former intelligence chief Prince Turki Al 

Faisal described Obama’s Syria policies as 

“lamentable.” 

 

Last month, the Saudis cancelled their 

annual speech at the UN General 

Assembly and later turned down their first 

election to a Security Council seat in what 

they made clear was a protest against 

inaction in Syria and outreach to Iran. 

 

“When you commit to something and 

then you don’t deliver on it, that’s when 

you have a problem,” the Saudi official 

said. “It is an accumulation of these type 

of cases, incidents, and on and on.” 

 

http://gulfnews.com/news/world/usa/gulf

-allies-to-give-arms-support-to-syrian-

rebels-1.1250623 

 

 

 

7. AFRICA and EGYPT 
 

 Arrest of Moroccan who tore down 
Algeria flag from consulate 

 

 

 

RABAT - A young Moroccan tore down the 

Algerian flag from the roof of that 

country's consulate in Casablanca during a 

protest Friday over Western Sahara, 

sparking an angry protest from Algiers. 

 

http://gulfnews.com/news/world/usa/gulf-allies-to-give-arms-support-to-syrian-rebels-1.1250623
http://gulfnews.com/news/world/usa/gulf-allies-to-give-arms-support-to-syrian-rebels-1.1250623
http://gulfnews.com/news/world/usa/gulf-allies-to-give-arms-support-to-syrian-rebels-1.1250623
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A video widely circulated on Internet sites 

in Morocco shows the man climbing the 

walls of the building to reach the flag. 

 

A police official said the man, a member of 

a group called "Royalist Youth", was 

arrested and would appear before a judge. 

 

Dozens of people had gathered outside 

the consulate in Morocco's economic 

capital to protest over comments by 

Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika on 

disputed Western Sahara. 

 

In a speech read out in Bouteflika's name 

at a meeting in Abuja, he said an 

international mechanism to monitor 

human rights in Western Sahara was 

needed "more than ever." 

 

Bouteflika referred to "massive and 

systematic human rights violations that 

take place inside the occupied territories 

to suppress the peaceful struggle" of the 

Sahrawi people. 

 

Rabat in protest recalled its ambassador 

to Algiers. 

 

Algeria angrily condemned Friday's 

incident at its Casablanca consulate and 

summoned the Moroccan ambassador to 

the foreign ministry in Algiers. 

 

"The individual who had the time and 

opportunity to tear down the national flag 

from its pole was not arrested until he 

carried out the deed," Algerian foreign 

ministry spokesman Amar Belani said. 

 

Belani, quoted by the national news 

agency APS, said police "did not appear to 

regard the protection of the Algerian 

consular offices and personnel as their 

pressing mission." 

 

"This serious act would not have been 

possible without the outburst of hatred 

and defamation from a part of the 

Moroccan political class and media ... 

against Algeria," he said. 

 

The spokesman said it was the duty of the 

host country under international law to 

protect diplomatic missions on its 

territory. 

 

The spat is the latest between the North 

African neighbours whose decades-old 

rivalry centres on Western Sahara, 

annexed by Morocco in 1975. 
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Rabat has proposed broad autonomy for 

the phosphate-rich territory under its 

sovereignty. 

 

This is rejected by the Polisario Front, who 

are based in the western Algerian city of 

Tindouf and fought Moroccan troops for a 

decade and half until the United Nations 

negotiated a ceasefire in 1991. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62337 

 

 Two Bourguiba men drive wedge 
between Tunisia negotiators 

 

 

 

TUNIS - Tunisia's Islamist rulers and 

opposition have until noon on Monday to 

agree on a new prime minister to steer 

the country out of a months-long political 

crisis, a mediator said. 

 

The Islamist party Ennahda and the 

opposition have failed in a week of 

negotiations to choose a new prime 

minister as part of a roadmap to 

overcome the crisis, the UGTT trade union 

said on Sunday. 

 

They originally had until Saturday to 

bridge their differences, but that deadline 

passed without an agreement being 

reached. 

 

"The (new) deadline to announce the 

name of the head of the government is 

Monday noon (1100 GMT)," the UGTT said 

in a statement. 

 

According to politicians, the negotiators 

could not decide between Mohamed 

Ennaceur, 79, supported by the 

opposition, and Ahmed Mestiri, 88, 

backed by Ennahda and its allies. 

 

Both are well respected and served under 

the late Habib Bourguiba, who led the 

fight for Tunisia's independence from its 

French colonial masters and served as its 

first president for three decades from 

1957. 

 

Tensions have gripped Tunisia since the 

2011 uprising that toppled longtime 

dictator Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, and were 

exacerbated by the murder this year of 

two opposition politicians. 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62337
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The opposition, and the government, say 

Islamist radicals, whose influence has 

grown since the uprising, are behind both 

assassinations and a wave of deadly 

attacks targeting mostly security forces. 

 

The opposition has demanded the 

resignation of the government and the 

formation of a cabinet of independents, 

accusing the current line-up headed by 

the moderate Ennahda of failing to rein in 

jihadists. 

 

After months of stalling, Ennahda opened 

talks with the opposition on October 25 in 

line with a roadmap to form the new 

government, agree on a much-delayed 

constitution and prepare for elections. 

 

Prime Minister Ali Larayedh pledged to 

step down so long as the timetable 

outlined in the roadmap is respected. 

 

The schedule means that whoever is 

tapped to be the new prime minister will 

have two weeks to form a government of 

independents and that the National 

Constituent Assembly has until end the 

end of November to draft a new 

constitution and an electoral law. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62350 

 

 Yasmina Khadra dreams of becoming 
Algeria president 

 

 

 

ALGEIRS - Author Yasmina Khadra said on 

Saturday that he plans to run as an 

independent candidate in Algeria's April 

2014 presidential election. 

 

"It's official. I am a candidate for the 2014 

presidential election," he said by 

telephone. 

 

Yasmina Khadra, whose real name is 

Mohammed Moulessehoul but who 

adopted a pen name to cover his identity 

as a new author, was born in 1955 in 

Algeria's Sahara desert region. 

 

He is the winner of several international 

awards for his novels and currently heads 

the Algerian Cultural Centre in Paris. 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62350
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Khadra insisted he would run as an 

independent, having to collect signatures, 

but did not expand on a programme. 

 

Under Algerian electoral laws, 

independent candidates must collect a 

total of at least 60,000 signatures, with a 

minimum of 1,500 from each of at least 25 

prefectures across the country. 

 

Algeria's President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, 

who has served three terms since 1999 

but was hospitalised in France between 

April and July, has yet to declare whether 

he will stand for re-election. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62349 

 

 

 In face of Algeria provocation, 
Morocco opts for wisdom and 
appeasement 

 

 

 

 

 

RABAT - Morocco's ambassador to Algiers 

is to resume work on Monday, after 

having been recalled in a spat over 

Moroccan Sahara, a senior Moroccan 

official said. 

 

"The ambassador has arrived in Algeria 

and he will resume his duties tomorrow 

(Monday)," the official said on Sunday, 

asking not to be named. 

 

He stressed the envoy had only been 

recalled for consultations and not 

withdrawn. Morocco "will always take 

measures against those who try to touch 

its territorial integrity," he said. 

 

On an incident last week when a 

Moroccan protester tore down the flag 

from Algeria's consulate in Casablanca, he 

said the authorities had been "firm" and 

the perpetrator was under arrest. 

 

Friday's incident in Morocco's economic 

capital sparked an angry protest from 

Algiers. 

 

Dozens of people had gathered outside 

the consulate in Morocco's economic 

capital to protest over comments by 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62349
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62349


 

   Sayfa 75 

Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika on 

Moroccan Sahara. 

 

In a speech read out in Bouteflika's name 

at a meeting in Abuja, he said an 

international mechanism to monitor 

human rights in Western Sahara was 

needed "more than ever." 

 

Bouteflika referred to "massive and 

systematic human rights violations that 

take place inside the occupied territories 

to suppress the peaceful struggle" of the 

Sahrawi people. 

 

The row is the latest between the North 

African neighbours whose decades-old 

rivalry centres on Moroccan Sahara, 

annexed in 1975. 

 

Rabat has proposed broad autonomy for 

the phosphate-rich territory under its 

sovereignty. This is rejected by the pro-

independence Polisario Front, which is 

based in Algeria. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62355 

 

 Tunisia Islamists plan comeback to 
power through window of Ahmed 
Mestiri 

 

 

 

TUNIS - Tunisia on Sunday extended a 

state of emergency in place since its 2011 

uprising, as politicians remained 

deadlocked in talks to choose a new 

premier at a time of rising Islamist unrest. 

 

The presidency said it was extending until 

end of June the state of emergency, which 

has been renewed by periods ranging 

from one to three months over the past 

year and a half. 

 

It did not explain the decision nor why the 

measure was extended by a full eight 

months. 

 

The announcement came as the ruling 

Islamist party Ennahda and the opposition 

failed to meet a Saturday deadline to 

agree on a new prime minister to steer 

Tunisia out of a months-long crisis. 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62355
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The UGTT powerful trade union which has 

been mediating the talks said a new 

deadline has been set for Monday noon. 

 

Tensions have gripped Tunisia since 

veteran strongman Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 

was toppled in the 2011 uprising, and 

were exacerbated by the murders of 

opposition politicians Chokri Belaid in 

February and Mohamed Brahmi in July. 

 

The opposition and the government say 

Islamist radicals, oppressed under Ben Ali 

and whose influence has grown since the 

uprising, are behind the killings and deadly 

attacks targeting mostly security forces. 

 

The opposition has demanded the 

government's resignation and the 

formation of a cabinet of independents, 

accusing the current line-up headed by 

the moderate Ennahda of failing to rein in 

jihadists. 

 

After months of stalling, Ennahda opened 

talks with the opposition on October 25 in 

line with a roadmap to form the new 

government, agree on a much-delayed 

constitution and prepare for elections. 

 

Prime Minister Ali Larayedh said he would 

step down so long as the timetable 

outlined in the roadmap is respected. 

 

The schedule means the new premier will 

have two weeks to form a government 

and that the elected National Constituent 

Assembly has until end the end of 

November to draft a new constitution and 

an electoral law. 

 

But so far the process has been hit by 

delays and on Saturday Ennahda and the 

opposition failed to bridge their 

differences and agree on the new prime 

minister. 

 

"The (new) deadline to announce the 

name of the head of the government is 

Monday noon (1100 GMT)," the UGTT said 

on its Facebook page. 

 

Politicians have said that the negotiators 

could not decide between Mohamed 

Ennaceur, 79, supported by the 

opposition, and Ahmed Mestiri, 88, 

backed by Ennahda and its allies. 

 

Both are well respected and served under 

the late Habib Bourguiba, who led the 

fight for Tunisia's independence from its 

French colonial masters and served as its 
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first president for three decades from 

1957. 

 

The opposition says Mestiri is weak and 

would be a puppet in the hands of 

Ennahda. 

 

"Ennahda wants to exit power from the 

front door and come back through the 

window," leftist leader Hamma Hammami 

said. 

 

Ennahda spokesman Ziad Laadhari 

retorted that Mestiri was the right man 

for the job because "he strikes a balance 

between the two sides." 

 

Ennahda and the opposition are set to 

resume their talks at 0800 GMT on 

Monday, said the UGTT. 

 

Meanwhile, tensions remain high in the 

North African country where security was 

stepped up this week following two 

botched suicide attacks in tourist resorts. 

 

Authorities say they have arrested five 

suspects from the Salafist movement in 

connection with the failed bids, and are 

also hunting for the assailants who killed 

nine policemen in October. 

 

The government has linked Tunisia's 

armed jihadists to Al-Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb, but says that it lacks the 

resources to combat them. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62354 

 

 Ousted Egypt leader arrives for trial 

 

 

 

CAIRO - Egypt's deposed Islamist president 

Mohamed Morsi arrived Monday at a 

Cairo courthouse to face trial for inciting 

the death of protesters during his single 

year of turbulent rule, police said. 

 

Morsi was flown in by helicopter to the 

police academy in east Cairo where the 

trial is being convened, and 14 defendants 

he is being tried with were also present, 

said Cairo security chief Osama al-

Soghayar. 

 

"His helicopter landed... The others were 

driven to the court during curfew hours" 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62354
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put in place since bloody unrest in August, 

another security official said. 

 

Morsi, who the army has held at a secret 

location since toppling him on July 3, is 

accused along with the other defendants 

of inciting the murder of protesters 

outside the presidential palace in 

December 2012. 

 

The charges against Morsi could lead to 

the death penalty or life in prison. 

 

The country is on high alert ahead of the 

trial, with 20,000 policemen deployed and 

authorities saying they are ready to deal 

with any outbreak of violence. 

 

Police cordoned off a wide perimeter 

around the court, as supporters of the 

deposed leader vowed to march there and 

stage anti-military protests. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62361 

 

 Morsy faces trial in Egypt in test of 
democracy 

 

 

Ousted Egyptian president Mohamed 

Morsy arrived at a Cairo police academy 

on Monday to face trial in what opponents 

of the army-backed government say is 

part of a campaign to crush his Muslim 

Brotherhood and revive a police state. 

 

It is the second time in just over two years 

that an overthrown president has been in 

court in Egypt, a nation some fear is 

sliding back into autocratic rule. 

 

The Muslim Brotherhood has said it will 

not abandon street protests to pressure 

the army, which toppled Morsy on 3 July, 

to reinstate him. 

 

But a heavy security presence across the 

country served as a reminder of a 

crackdown in which hundreds of Morsy 

supporters were killed and thousands 

more rounded up. 

 

The uprising that toppled Hosni Mubarak 

in 2011 had raised hopes that Egypt would 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62361
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embrace democracy and human rights 

and eventually enjoy economic prosperity. 

 

Instead, the power struggle between the 

Brotherhood and the army-backed 

government has created more 

uncertainty. 

 

The trial of Morsy and 14 other Islamists 

on charges of inciting violence is likely to 

be the next flashpoint in their 

confrontation. 

 

They face charges of inciting violence 

relating to the deaths of about a dozen 

people in clashes outside the presidential 

palace in December after Morsy enraged 

his opponents with a decree expanding his 

powers. 

 

The defendants could face a life sentence 

or death penalty if found guilty. 

 

Morsy travelled to the heavily guarded 

courthouse from an undisclosed location 

by helicopter, state media said. The trial is 

taking place in the same venue where 

Mubarak has also been facing trial for 

complicity in killing protesters. 

 

Hundreds of Morsy supporters gathered 

outside the building to pledge their 

support for the deposed leader. One sign 

read "The will of the people has been 

raped", a reference to the army takeover 

which followed mass protests against his 

rule. 

 

Tahrir Square, where Egyptian protesters 

had gathered during the uprising against 

Mubarak, and later Morsy, was sealed off 

by army personnel carriers and barbed 

wire. 

 

The Brotherhood had won every election 

since Mubarak's fall and eventually 

propelled Morsy into power after the 

Islamist movement endured repression 

under one dictator after another. 

 

But millions of Egyptians who grew 

disillusioned with Mursi's troubled one-

year rule took to the streets this summer 

to demand his resignation. 

 

The army, saying it was responding to the 

will of the people, deposed him and 

announced a political roadmap it said 

would lead to free and fair elections. 

 

But the promises have not reassured 

Egypt's Western allies, who had hoped the 

stranglehold of military men would be 

broken. 
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CALL FOR PROTESTS 

 

On the eve of Morsy's trial, Egypt's Al 

Watan newspaper released a video on its 

website of what it said was him speaking 

to unidentified individuals during his 

incarceration. 

 

Dressed in a tracksuit, Morsy said his 

overthrow was "a crime in every way." Al 

Watan did not say when the video was 

taken. 

 

The Brotherhood has called on its 

supporters to stage mass protests on 

Monday, but the size of their 

demonstrations has shrunk because of 

heavy policing. 

 

"We have faith that the heroic Egyptian 

people will not let go of their freedom, 

dignity and value and will instead crawl to 

the unfair farce of a trial," the group said 

in a statement. 

 

Speaking to a local television channel, 

Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim 

warned the group: "If the Brotherhood 

commit any violations, they will regret it." 

 

Riot police crushed two pro-Morsy protest 

camps on 14 August, and hundreds of 

Islamists have been killed and thousands 

arrested, including the Brotherhood's top 

leaders. 

 

Egypt's oldest and most influential Islamist 

group has also been banned and its funds 

seized. Army chief Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, 

who toppled Morsy, has become 

immensely popular. Few doubt his victory 

if he runs for president. 

 

The Brotherhood maintains Morsy's 

removal was a coup that reversed the 

democratic gains made after Mubarak's 

overthrow. 

 

"It is clear that the goal of this trial as well 

as any action against the Muslim 

Brotherhood is to wipe out the group as 

well as any Islamist movements from 

political life," said Mohamed Damaty, a 

volunteer defense lawyer for Morsy. 

 

Amnesty International said the trial was a 

"test for the Egyptian authorities" who 

should grant Morsy a fair trial. 

 

"Failing to do so would further call into 

question the motives behind his trial," said 

Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui, Amnesty 
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International's Deputy Director for the 

Middle East and North Africa Programme. 

 

In the most senior visit to Cairo by a U.S. 

official since Morsy's fall, Secretary of 

State John Kerry also called for a fair, 

transparent trial for all Egyptians. 

 

Egyptian officials admit the path to 

democracy has been rocky, but say a 

proper political transformation will take 

time. 

 

Speaking to Reuters by phone, Osama 

Morsy, the deposed president's 30-year-

old son, said his father had not authorized 

a defense lawyer and the family would not 

be attending the trial. "We do not 

acknowledge the trial. We are proud of 

my father and feel strong about his 

position." 

 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/news

/morsy-faces-trial-egypt-test-democracy 

 

 London wary of 'internal repression' 
as it resumes Egypt arms licenses 

 

 

 

The British government has resumed 24 

arms export licenses to Cairo, according to 

a statement from the British embassy in 

Cairo, the latest in a diplomatic back and 

forth following months of crackdowns and 

street violence across Egypt. 

 

Another seven export licenses have been 

permanently revoked, reflecting the 

British government's wariness that arms 

and equipment could be used for the 

purpose of "internal repression" in Egypt. 

 

The restored licenses will be used to 

"support the Egyptian security forces in 

combating terrorism in Egypt," an 

embassy statement announced Sunday, 

the same day U.S. Secretary of State John 

Kerry arrived on an unannounced visit to 

Cairo to attempt to re-build tattered 

relations with Egypt's interim government. 

 

Potential arms transfers between London 

and Egypt would come within the 

framework of Egypt's "fight against 

genuine terrorism," the statement 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/morsy-faces-trial-egypt-test-democracy
http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/morsy-faces-trial-egypt-test-democracy
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explained, a possible reference to a 

months-long campaign against Islamist 

militants in the Sinai Peninsula by Egypt's 

armed forces. The Egyptian government 

has repeatedly justified crackdowns 

against the Muslim Brotherhood and its 

Islamist supporters as a "war on 

terrorism." 

 

Seven licenses have meanwhile been 

revoked, according to a spokesperson 

from the Department of Business, Skills 

and Innovation (BIS) in London, after the 

government "fully re-assessed all licenses 

for Egypt." The remaining number will 

remain under suspension, subject to 

review. 

 

"We have decided to release 31 extant 

licences from suspension," the BIS 

spokesperson said on Sunday. "Twenty-

four of these will be approved as we do 

not judge the goods might be used for 

internal repression. Seven will be revoked 

as there is a clear risk that the goods 

might be used for internal repression." 

 

"Licences for goods which might be used 

for internal repression will remain 

suspended," the spokesperson added. 

Government officials were unavailable to 

provide details about the equipment 

detailed in the export licenses, or the 

beneficiary "end users." 

 

London suspended licenses headed to 

Egypt in late July and again in late August 

in coordination with the European Union 

(EU), a response to successive crackdowns 

by security forces against protesters 

rallying against the 3 July overthrow of 

Islamist President Mohamed Morsy.  

 

A British embassy spokesperson 

confirmed to Egypt Independent that "of 

licenses that were suspended, 24 have 

been resumed, because we judge they 

pose no risk" in being used for internal 

repression, but did not elaborate. 

 

MONTHS OF CENSURE 

 

The Guardian reported in late August that 

49 arms licenses, consisting of military 

communications, radar and software, 

military aircraft components and small-

arms ammunition, had been suspended. 

 

This came in response to a nationwide 

peak in violence following violent 

dispersals of two pro-Morsy sit-ins at 

Rabaa al-Adaweya and Giza's al-Nahda 

Square on 14 August, which killed 

hundreds. 
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“As a result of the developing situation in 

Egypt, we have agreed with EU partners in 

this instance to go further and suspend all 

export licenses for goods which might be 

used for internal repression,” the UK's 

Business Secretary Vince Cable said in a 

statement on 28 August. 

 

“This suspension will apply to licenses for 

the Egyptian army, air force and internal 

security forces or ministry of the interior,” 

UK’s Department for Business, Innovation 

and Skills added in a statement. 

 

Another suspension of five licenses came 

from the British government in late July, 

prohibiting the transfer of small arms and 

machine-gun components, armoured 

personnel carrier parts and 

communications equipment.  

 

'SELF-DEFENSE ONLY' 

 

In response to today's announcement, 

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Badr Abdel 

Aaty said: "I can assure you that it is not 

the policy of this government to use 

military equipment or otherwise for 

suppression." 

 

"[Security forces] are using [this 

equipment] for self-defense to apply the 

rule of law, nothing more and nothing 

less." 

 

Interior Ministry spokesperson Hany 

Abdul Latif denied any knowledge of a 

resumption of arms licenses heading to 

Egypt's police and internal security forces. 

A source at the army's spokesperson 

office in turn denied the armed forces 

would be in receipt of weapons or 

equipment from the British government, 

suggesting it would be going to the police 

apparatus instead. 

 

On Saturday, Foreign Minister Nabil 

Fahmy said Egypt would have to look 

further than the United States for its 

security needs, in a rare interview ahead 

of an unannounced visit to Cairo by U.S. 

Secretary of State, John Kerry. 

 

"We will work in that constructive fashion 

to develop the relationship but there is no 

question in our mind that we will fulfill our 

national security needs as they are 

required from whatever source we need," 

he told Reuters. 

 

'DEPENDENCY NO OPTION' 
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Ministry spokesperson Abdel Aaty told 

Egypt Independent on Sunday how the 

ministry has "stated very clearly that the 

Egyptian government will waste no efforts 

in guaranteeing  the delivery of all [its] 

vital needs, especially those related to 

national security." 

 

"We are opening up our options related to 

foreign policy," he added. "Dependency is 

not an option." 

 

The U.S. announced it would temporarily 

suspend military aid and around $260 

million in financial assistance to Egypt, 

turning decades of diplomatic relations 

sour. 

 

Egypt receives $1.3 billion from 

Washington each year, part of an 

agreement signed with Israel in 1979. 

 

The rift, which Washington officials 

maintain is only temporary, has forced 

Egypt to look further afield for military 

and financial assistance. Gulf states 

pledged billions of dollars in the wake of 

Morsy's July ouster. 

 

However British officials remain wary of a 

wholesale return to business with the 

Egyptian government. 

 

In September this year a House of 

Commons committee accused senior 

Cabinet ministers of "profoundly 

misleading" claims that Britain's arms 

industry was not being used for internal 

repression in so-called Countries of 

Human Rights Concern. Egypt is not part 

of that 27-nation list, drawn up by the 

Foreign Commonwealth Office (FCO), but 

the summer's violence has highlighted 

officials' concerns about contributing to 

excessive use of force by security forces. 

 

According to the European Union's Code 

of Conduct on Arms Exports, internal 

repression includes "torture and other 

cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment 

or punishment, summary or arbitrary 

executions, disappearances, arbitrary 

detentions and other major violations of 

human rights" as stated in international 

conventions. 

 

A British embassy spokesperson stressed 

that arms licenses with Egypt will remain 

"under constant review." 

 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/news

/london-wary-internal-repression-it-

resumes-egypt-arms-licenses 

 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/london-wary-internal-repression-it-resumes-egypt-arms-licenses
http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/london-wary-internal-repression-it-resumes-egypt-arms-licenses
http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/london-wary-internal-repression-it-resumes-egypt-arms-licenses
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8. AFGHANISTAN - PAKISTAN 
 

 Afghan lawmakers against deal with 
US 

 

 

 

A group of Afghan lawmakers have 

expressed opposition to a potential 

security pact between Kabul and 

Washington, saying the deal will cause 

more bloodshed in Afghanistan. 

 

Deputy Secretary of the Afghan 

parliament Irfanullah Irfan said the 

majority of the lawmakers and 

administrative staff of the Afghan 

parliament will not attend the national 

meeting (Loya Jirga) to debate the 

Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA). 

 

The official said the meeting is against the 

Afghan constitution and the interests of 

the Afghan people. 

 

Kabul says President Hamid Karzai has the 

authority to organize the meeting when 

needed. 

 

The United States is pressing Afghanistan 

to sign the agreement, which would allow 

US troops to stay in Afghanistan beyond 

2014. 

 

On October 11, US Secretary of State John 

Kerry traveled to Afghanistan and held 

talks with Karzai over the unsolved issues 

in the security deal. 

 

The most outstanding issue is the US 

demand for legal immunity for American 

soldiers who will stay in Afghanistan 

beyond the 2014 withdrawal deadline, 

said spokesman for the Afghan president, 

Aimal Faizi. 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html 

 

 Afghan President criticizes timing of 
Pakistani Taliban leader’s killing 

 

 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html
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Afghan President Hamid Karzai has 

criticised the “unsuitable” timing of the 

U.S. killing of Pakistani Taliban leader 

Hakimullah Mehsud and expressed hope it 

will not derail regional peace efforts. 

 

Karzai told a visiting U.S. Congress 

delegation that the drone strike “took 

place at an unsuitable time but he hoped 

as a result the peace process is not 

harmed,” his office said in a statement 

released late Sunday. 

 

The U.S. action against Mehsud also 

angered the Pakistani government, with 

Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar accusing 

Washington of “scuttling” peace moves. 

 

Karzai has been seeking to open peace 

talks with the Afghan Taliban to end 12 

years of war, but the Islamist militants 

have refused to negotiate with the 

president's appointees, dismissing him as 

a puppet of Washington. 

 

The Pakistan government has also been 

exploring peace moves with the Pakistani 

Taliban, who are separate but linked to 

the Afghan group. 

 

Karzai, who recently returned from talks 

with Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz 

Sharif in London, said fraught relations 

between Kabul and Islamabad had 

improved. 

 

“The president said the meeting was one 

of the best with the Pakistani side and said 

he hoped that the attack the other day on 

the leader of the Pakistani Taliban was not 

harming the peace process in Pakistan and 

Afghanistan,” his statement said. 

 

Pakistan was a key backer of the hardline 

1996-2001 Taliban regime in Kabul and is 

believed to shelter some of the 

movement's top leaders. 

 

The opening of a Taliban office in Qatar in 

June was meant to lead to talks, but 

instead it enraged Karzai after it was 

styled as an embassy for a government-in-

exile. 

 

Afghan officials have said that Afghanistan 

expects Pakistan to stop militants crossing 

the border to launch attacks in the run-up 

to the April presidential elections for 

Karzai's successor. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/asia

/2013/11/04/Afghan-Presdient-Karzai-

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/asia/2013/11/04/Afghan-Presdient-Karzai-criticizes-timing-of-Pakistani-Taliban-leader-s-killing-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/asia/2013/11/04/Afghan-Presdient-Karzai-criticizes-timing-of-Pakistani-Taliban-leader-s-killing-.html
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criticizes-timing-of-Pakistani-Taliban-

leader-s-killing-.html 

 

 Pakistani Taliban names Bhittani as 
temporary leader 

 

 

 

The Pakistani Taliban named an interim 

leader Sunday after the death of 

Hakimullah Mehsud in a drone strike, as 

the government mulled its next move 

after slamming the US for killing the 

militant chief. 

 

Islamabad has said it will review "every 

aspect" of relations with Washington in 

the wake of the attack strike that killed 

Mehsud on Friday and which the interior 

minister described as the "murder of 

peace". 

 

Representatives of the government had 

been due to meet the Tehreek-e-Taliban 

Pakistan (TTP) with a view to initiating 

peace talks when Mehsud was killed in the 

North Waziristan tribal area near the 

Afghan border. 

 

Shahidullah Shahid, the main TTP 

spokesman, said a permanent 

replacement had not yet been chosen. 

 

"Asmatullah Shaheen Bhittani, the head of 

the supreme shura, has been appointed as 

temporary head of the TTP," Shahid said, 

adding that prayers for Mehsud were still 

going on. 

 

Bhittani, the head of the central shura 

who was close to Mehsud, has been 

touted as a potential permanent 

replacement, as has the movement's 

number two Khan Said, alias Sajna. 

 

Mehsud's death represents a significant 

blow for the TTP, which is blamed for 

killing thousands of soldiers, police and 

civilians in its six-year campaign against 

the Pakistani state. 
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But it prompted a furious response from 

the Pakistani government, with Interior 

Minister Chaudhry Nisar accusing 

Washington of "scuttling" the peace 

process -- though no talks had actually 

begun. 

 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is expected 

to chair a meeting of his top security 

advisers on Monday to discuss the next 

steps. 

 

Opposition parties led by Imran Khan's 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) party have 

demanded the government close 

Pakistan's roads to convoys supplying 

NATO forces in Afghanistan. 

 

PTI has said it will block NATO convoys in 

the northwestern province of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa where it is in power, which 

would cut off one of the main crossing 

points into Afghanistan. 

 

Pakistan blocked NATO convoys for seven 

months in 2012 after a botched US air raid 

killed 24 troops. 

 

With NATO withdrawing 87,000 troops 

from Afghanistan by the end of next year 

after 12 years of war, the ground supply 

lines through Pakistan are of vital 

importance. 

 

Sharif and his government must weigh 

their response to the Mehsud drone strike 

carefully, given that relations with 

Washington have been on the mend in 

recent months. 

 

Last month US President Barack Obama 

welcomed Sharif to the White House and 

the State Department announced the 

release of $1.6 billion in aid, including 

$1.38 billion for the country's powerful 

military. 

 

The money had been frozen as relations 

plummeted amid a series of crises in 2011 

and 2012 including the US raid to kill 

Osama bin Laden at his hideout in 
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Pakistan -- carried out without Pakistani 

knowledge. 

 

Pakistan's press voiced surprise at Nisar's 

strongly-worded outburst, with several 

newspapers urging the government to 

seize the chance to strike the TTP while 

they are leaderless. 

 

The pro-establishment daily Dawn 

doubted the claim that the drone strike 

necessarily meant the end of the peace 

process. 

 

"If peace talks were not derailed by 

repeated militant attacks in recent 

months, why must an attack on the TTP 

leadership necessarily scuttle the 

possibility of talks?" it said in an editorial. 

 

A State Department official said the issue 

of whether to negotiate with the TTP was 

an internal matter for Pakistan but 

Washington and Islamabad had "a vital, 

shared strategic interest in ending 

extremist violence". 

 

Pakistan's foreign ministry summoned US 

ambassador Richard Olson on Saturday to 

protest over the drone strike that killed 

Mehsud, and another that struck a day 

earlier. 

 

A ministry statement also stressed that 

despite the drone strike the government 

was "determined to continue with efforts 

to engage the TTP". 

 

Islamabad routinely condemns drone 

strikes as a violation of sovereignty, and 

Sharif urged Obama to end them during 

their White House talks. 

 

Mehsud's death is the third major blow 

against the TTP by the US this year, 

following the killing of number two Waliur 

Rehman in a drone strike in May and the 

capture of another senior lieutenant in 

Afghanistan revealed last month. 

 

The TTP has risen to become arguably the 

biggest security threat facing Pakistan. It 

was behind the 2008 bombing of the 

Islamabad Marriott hotel and the attempt 
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to kill schoolgirl activist Malala Yousafzai 

last year. 

 

The TTP also claimed the 2010 Times 

Square bomb plot after training Pakistani-

American Faisal Shahzad. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62356 

 

 Next year’s budget envisages 300,000 
jobs 

 

 

 

KABUL (PAN): Job opportunities are 

envisaged for 300,000 people in next 

year’s budget, much which has been 

devoted to security and development, the 

finance minister said on Sunday. 

Dr. Omar Zakhilwal said this while 

presenting the draft budget for the next 

fiscal year -- beginning from December 22 

-- to the Meshrano Jirga, or upper house 

of the parliament. 

He projected next year’s general budget at 

275 billion afs ($4.82 billion) and 

development spending at 168 billion afs, 

saying the accounts had been proposed 

based on Afghanistan’s priorities. 

Much of the general budget would go to 

security and education sectors, said the 

minister, who explained agriculture, 

health and rural development would 

consume a large portion of uplift funds. 

So far the government has amount of 286 

billion afghanis in its kitty to finance the 

upcoming budget, with 80 percent of 

development funds and 43 percent of the 

general spending currently coming from 

foreign assistance.   

The current year’s development budget is 

196 billion afs and general budget 170 

billion afs.  Zakhilwal said next year’s 

budget had a greater volume to fund the 

rising numbers of teachers and security 

forces, as well as assistance to relatives of 

martyrs and the disabled. 

He linked the failure to utilise all 

development funds to insecurity, a delay 

in budget approval by the parliament and 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62356
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62356
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government departments’ inability to 

draw up their work plans in time. 

With a six percent deficit, the new budget 

proposes 300,000 jobs -- something that 

the minister believed would have a 

positive impact on people’s lives. 

The current year’s revenue target was 

lowered from 123 billion afs to 114 billion 

afs because of sluggish economic activity. 

Zakhilwal said 105 billion afs had been 

collected in revenue so far. 

Senate Chairman Fazal Hadi Muslimyar 

said the proposed budget would be 

presented to the upper house for approval 

after being studied by the Finance and 

Economic Commission and other 

Meshrano Jirga panels. 

Under Article 98 of the constitution, the 

government has to send its annual budget 

and development programme along with 

Senate’s recommendations to the Wolesi 

Jirga for endorsement. With the 

president’s consent, the assembly’s 

decision is enforced. 

 

http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/11/03

/next-year%E2%80%99s-budget-

envisages-300000-jobs 

 

 Afghans rally against US night raids, 
drone attacks 

 

Demonstrators in Afghanistan’s Kunar 

Province have held a rally against US night 

raids and assassination drone attacks in 

the country, Press TV reports. 

 

The protesters gathered in Asad Abad 

District of Kunar, chanting slogans against 

the US strikes and the presence of foreign 

forces in Afghanistan. 

 

The demonstration was held in response 

to a series of operations by the US-led 

foreign forces that targeted residences of 

several religious scholars and tribal elders 

over the past weeks. 

 

The night raids and drone strikes have 

sparked widespread anger among the 

local population with the residents 

threatening regional officials with protests 

if the raids continue. 

 

http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/11/03/next-year%E2%80%99s-budget-envisages-300000-jobs
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/11/03/next-year%E2%80%99s-budget-envisages-300000-jobs
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/11/03/next-year%E2%80%99s-budget-envisages-300000-jobs
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The US-backed NATO command has for 

months ignored complaints by Afghan 

residents of severe abuses committed by 

the US troops. 

 

These developments come after Afghan 

investigators found substantial proof that 

American Special Forces have been 

involved in kidnapping, torturing and 

killing of Afghan civilians across the war-

torn country. 

 

US-led deadly night raids have killed 

dozens of Afghan civilians in various parts 

of Afghanistan over the past few months. 

 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai has called 

for the United States to end night raids 

that fuel anti-American sentiment across 

the country. 

 

Civilian casualties have long been a source 

of friction between the Afghan 

government and US-led foreign forces. 

 

Afghanistan remains gripped by insecurity 

more than a decade into the US-led 

invasion of the country in 2001. 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html 
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