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1. IRAQ 
 

 Shahristani, Mladenov discuss Syrian, 
Iranian nuclear issues  

 

 

 

Deputy Prime Minister, Hussain al-

Shahristani, discussed with the Special 

Representative of the United Nations 

Secretary-General (SRSG) for Iraq, 

Nickolay Mladenov, and the delegation 

accompanying him, the area's latest 

political developments, especially the 

Syrian crisis and Iran's nuclear issue, in 

addition to means to strengthen Iraq's 

relations with it neighbors. 

 

A statement issued on Sunday, Nov. 10, by 

the Deputy Prime Minister's Office said 

that in the meeting, Shahristani called for 

making the role of the UN Mission in the 

coming period active, especially that 

election in nearing, through offering 

advice to the Independent High Electoral 

Commission (IHEC), as well as helping Iraq 

establish its administrative structure and 

its democratic institutions. 

 

For his part, Mladenov expressed the UN's 

readiness to support Iraq and its 

institutions. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMIJ 

 

 Abdul Mahdi, Jaafary discuss political 
updates  

 

 

 

The leading figure in the Supreme Iraqi 

Islamic Council, Adil Abdulmahdi discussed 

with the Head of the Iraqi National 

Alliance, Ibrahim al-Jaafary, the political 

process in Iraq. 

 

A statement by Jaafary's media office 

received by AIN cited "The Head of the 

INA received on Sunday, the former Vice 

President, Abdulmahdi in Baghdad." 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMIJ
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMIJ
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"The two parties conferred about the 

developments of the political process 

where they emphasized the need to 

continue building the state as per the 

Constitution, besides developing the 

service foundations to meet the citizens' 

needs."The statement added. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44115:abdul-mahdi-jaafary-discuss-

political-

updates&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Turkey and Iraq push trade and 
counter-terror ties  

 

Turkey and Iraq pledged greater 

cooperation on trade and counter-

terrorism while admitting to 

disagreements over Syria's war during a 

landmark visit to Baghdad by the Turkish 

foreign minister on Sunday. 

 

Ahmet Davutoglu's two-day visit has been 

billed as giving a "fresh start" to relations 

between the neighbouring countries, 

which have clashed on issues ranging from 

the conflict in Syria to Ankara's ties with 

Iraq's autonomous Kurdish region. 

 

It is the latest in a series of steps towards 

a rapprochement aimed at restoring 

relations that had been on the upswing as 

recently as 2011. 

 

"I saw a strong willingness to improve 

relations between our countries," 

Davutoglu said during a joint news 

conference with his Iraqi counterpart 

Hoshyar Zebari. 

 

"The most damaged countries from the 

Syrian crisis are Iraq and Turkey." 

 

Davutoglu, who earlier met with Iraqi 

Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki and other 

top officials, said he had offered Turkey's 

help in fighting militancy in Iraq, which has 

been rising this year with October the 

most violent month since 2008. 

 

Diplomats and officials attribute much of 

the rise in violence to spillover from 

Syria's civil war, but the government has 

also faced criticism for not doing more to 

accommodate Iraq's disenchanted Sunni 

Arab minority. 

 

Zebari said the pair also discussed 

strengthening commercial ties, with 

bilateral trade currently standing at $12 

billion a year, which the Iraqi foreign 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44115:abdul-mahdi-jaafary-discuss-political-updates&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44115:abdul-mahdi-jaafary-discuss-political-updates&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44115:abdul-mahdi-jaafary-discuss-political-updates&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44115:abdul-mahdi-jaafary-discuss-political-updates&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44115:abdul-mahdi-jaafary-discuss-political-updates&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
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minister said made Ankara Iraq's biggest 

trading partner. 

 

"The most important goal for us is to 

naturalise and restore diplomatic and 

political relations back to their normal 

state," Zebari said. 

 

"There is willingness in Baghdad and 

Ankara to push relations forward." 

 

But he acknowledged differences over 

Syria, where Turkey has backed opposition 

groups and called for embattled President 

Bashar al-Assad to quit power, while Iraq 

has insisted it is neutral despite claims 

from critics that it is implicitly backing the 

Syrian regime. 

 

"Certainly as two states, we have two 

different visions (regarding Syria), not 

necessarily matching each other 100 

percent," Zebari said. 

 

"Turkey has good relations with the 

opposition. We have relations with the 

opposition and the government. There is 

space where we can collaborate, even if 

we do not agree." 

 

"We have to work together to prevent 

complete chaos in Syria, so that the crisis 

does not move to our own countries." 

 

The Turkish foreign minister was due to 

hold further talks in Baghdad on Sunday, 

followed by meetings with religious 

leaders in the Shiite holy cities of Najaf 

and Karbala on Monday. 

 

Ties between Iraq and Turkey had been 

rapidly improving in the run-up to the 

Syrian conflict, with multiple visits to 

Baghdad by both Davutoglu and Turkish 

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

 

But disagreements over how to deal with 

Syria were followed by Ankara's decision 

in early 2012 to give refuge to former Iraqi 

vice president Tareq al-Hashemi, 

convicted in absentia of organising death 

squads. 

 

They have accused each other of inciting 

sectarian tensions and, at various stages, 

summoned each other's ambassadors in 

tit-for-tat manoeuvres. 

 

Baghdad has also slammed mooted 

energy deals between Ankara and the 

Kurdish region in northern Iraq. 
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"This marks a resumption of normal 

relations, and an end to tensions," Maliki's 

spokesman Ali al-Mussawi said before 

Davutoglu's arrival. "We hope relations 

will return to their normal state." 

 

"The two countries have joint interests, 

history and challenges," he continued. 

 

"Warm relations do not mean agreeing on 

all regional issues ... On those that we 

have differences, we will talk about them 

and solve them through dialogue." 

 

http://www.afp.com/en/news/ 

 

 Iraq willing to establish positive 
relations with neighboring countries, 
says Maliki  

 

 

 

The Prime Minister of Iraq Nouri al-Maliki 

assured Iraq wants to establish positive 

relations based on mutual respect, mutual 

interest and culture of non-interfering in 

the internal affairs, with all the world 

countries especially the neighboring 

countries during his meeting with the 

Turkish Foreign Minister, Ahmed 

Davutoglu, on Sunday. 

 

A statement by Maliki's media office 

received by AIN cited "The Prime Minister 

received today morning, the Foreign 

Minister of Turkey Davutoglu, at his office 

in Baghdad." 

 

Maliki added "Iraq seeks to establish good 

relations that are based on mutual respect 

with all the world countries especially with 

the neighboring ones, noting "The region's 

situation necessitates condensed 

cooperation in order to be taken as a solid 

base for cooperation throughout the 

region." 

 

Maliki welcomed the developments and 

positive steps happening in the Iraqi-

Turkish bilateral relations, according to 

the statement. 

 

For his part, Davutoglu highlighted the 

necessity of the coordination between 

both countries, calling to activate the 

mutual committees in preparing for the 

expected visit of the Iraqi PM to Turkey. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

http://www.afp.com/en/news/
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44116:iraq-willing-to-establish-positive-relations-with-neighboring-countries-says-maliki&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44116:iraq-willing-to-establish-positive-relations-with-neighboring-countries-says-maliki&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
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44116:iraq-willing-to-establish-positive-

relations-with-neighboring-countries-says-

maliki&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Neighbours Iraq, Turkey pledge to 
end tensions  

 

 

Officials from Iraq and Turkey have 

pledged to end the diplomatic tensions 

plaguing the two neighbors. 

 

In a joint press conference with his Turkish 

counterpart, Iraq's Foreign Minister 

Hoshyar Zebari said Sunday the tension 

"has ended and we have started a new 

page." Turkey's Ahmet Davutoglu started 

a two-day visit Sunday to Iraq to meet 

with senior Iraqi officials. 

 

Ties between the two countries strained in 

early 2012 when Iraq's former Sunni vice 

president took refuge in Turkey following 

accusations by the Shiite-led government 

that he was running death squads. Turkey 

rejected Baghdad's request to hand over 

him, despite the fact he was tried and 

convicted in absentia. 

 

Turkish support for Sunni-led anti-

government protests and unilateral 

energy deals with Iraq's self-ruled 

northern Kurdish region further inflamed 

tensions. 

 

http://www.ap.org/ 

 

 Khuzayi confirms Iraq's desire to start 
new phase with Turkey 

 

 

The Vice President, Khudair al-Khuzayi 

stressed that "Iraq is a rich country and 

wishes Turkey to be a key partner in the 

economic relations to make use of the 

Turkish leading experience." 

 

A statement by Khuzayi's office received 

by AIN cited "The Vice President, Khuzayi 

received the Turkish Foreign Minister, 

Ahmed Davutoglu where they discussed 

the bilateral relations between both 

countries." 

 

He confirmed "Iraq's eagerness to build 

best relations with Turkey and open new 

page of ties as well as ignoring the 

disputes that inflicted the historical 

relations between both countries." 

 

For his part, the Turkish Foreign Minister 

expressed his "Gratefulness for the warm 

http://www.ap.org/
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reception and hospitality shown by the 

Iraqi side," stressing "Turkey emphasizes 

the necessity to set best relations with 

Iraq as this will be a strong message to the 

terrorist forces considering Iraq's stability 

as part of the region's stability." 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44118:khuzayi-confirms-iraqs-desire-to-

start-new-phase-with-turkey-

&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Zebari: Iraq, Turkey to enhance 
bilateral relations  

 

 

 

The Iraqi Foreign Minister, Hoshyar Zebari, 

stressed starting a new phase of relations 

with Turkey as well as reaching fruitful 

results between both countries 

concerning normalizing the mutual 

relations. 

 

During a press conference held jointly 

with the Turkish Foreign Minister, Ahmed 

Davutoglu, in Baghdad on Sunday, Zebari 

said "Through the good will available in 

the two sides, we could reach positive 

findings during our meeting with 

Davutoglu as we had agreed upon a road 

map to reestablish the normal mutual 

relations between both countries." 

 

" Also, we agreed on re-form the mutual 

diplomatic dialogue committee," he added 

noting "Several reciprocal visits of top 

officials will be paid soon." 

 

For his part, the Foreign Minister of 

Turkey said "We are honored to visit Iraq 

and we do appreciate Zebari's efforts to 

restore the common ties." 

 

Davutoglu has arrived to Baghdad Sunday 

morning in an official visit. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44117:zebari-iraq-turkey-to-enhance-

bilateral-relations-between-

them&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Shahristani: Qatar must know its size; 
al-Qaeda carried out 1000 armed 
operations in Iraq  

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44118:khuzayi-confirms-iraqs-desire-to-start-new-phase-with-turkey-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44118:khuzayi-confirms-iraqs-desire-to-start-new-phase-with-turkey-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44118:khuzayi-confirms-iraqs-desire-to-start-new-phase-with-turkey-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44118:khuzayi-confirms-iraqs-desire-to-start-new-phase-with-turkey-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44118:khuzayi-confirms-iraqs-desire-to-start-new-phase-with-turkey-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44117:zebari-iraq-turkey-to-enhance-bilateral-relations-between-them&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44117:zebari-iraq-turkey-to-enhance-bilateral-relations-between-them&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44117:zebari-iraq-turkey-to-enhance-bilateral-relations-between-them&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44117:zebari-iraq-turkey-to-enhance-bilateral-relations-between-them&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44117:zebari-iraq-turkey-to-enhance-bilateral-relations-between-them&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
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The Deputy Prime Minister for Energy 

Affairs, Hussein al - Shahristani renewed 

on Sunday Iraq 's emphasis on resolving 

the crisis in Syria politically through 

negotiating without any external 

interference, calling on all countries, 

especially Syria 's neighboring countries to 

refrain from sending arms to them. 

 

Shahristani said in an interview with 

Maiyadieen TV Channel , briefed by 

"Shafaq News" , that " there are Arab 

countries that send arms to militants in 

Syria and Iraq”. 

 

He pointed out that "Iraq had warned 

Saudi Arabia that weapons, which were 

sent to Syria harms the Iraqis because it is 

used to kill them”. 

 

About the Qatar -Shahristani pointed out 

that a "small" state such as Qatar cannot 

allow itself to interfere in the affairs of 

nations, and called Doha " to review their 

policies and know its size and respects the 

Arab peoples and their options ." 

 

For the Iraqi-Turkish relations, Shahristani 

said that differences between the two 

countries positions towards the crisis in 

Syria is one of the causes of the crisis 

between them. 

 

" Iraq has adopted a political solution to 

the crisis , as proved that it was the 

correct solution , while Turkey has 

adopted sending weapons to the armed 

groups ," pointing out that” Iraq does not 

interfere in the internal affairs of any 

country , including Turkey's internal affairs 

“. 

 

Shahristani said that al-Qaeda and allied 

groups as " Nusrah Front " and the " 

Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham, " 

declared its rejection for the other opinion 

that does not agree with it , pointing out 

that the "Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham 

" organization expanded its activities in 

Syria with a new name and carried out 

more than 1000 operations in Iraq and 

more than a hundred in Syria. 

 

Shahristani confirmed the Iraqi army 's 

readiness to confront al - Qaeda in Iraq , 

pointing that it has foiled the decision of 

the so-called "Islamic State of Iraq and al-
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Sham , " organization to form an Islamic 

emirate in Iraq , as he claims. 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/785

2-shahristani-qatar-must-know-its-size-al-

qaeda-carried-out-1000-armed-

operations-in-iraq.html 

 

 Attacks concentrated in north Iraq kill 
seven  

 

Attacks across Iraq, the deadliest of which 

struck the main northern city of Mosul, 

left seven people dead and 50 wounded 

Sunday, the latest in a months-long surge 

in bloodletting. 

 

The violence comes ahead of annual Shiite 

commemoration ceremonies, when Sunni 

militants often mount attacks more 

frequently, and as Iraq grapples with 

continuing bloodshed despite wide-

ranging operations targeting insurgents 

and tightened security measures. 

The spike in unrest has spurred Prime 

Minister Nuri al-Maliki to appeal for 

greater cooperation with the United 

States in combatting militancy, while 

Turkey on Sunday offered to help as well. 

Bombings and shootings struck a half-

dozen cities across Iraq on Sunday, but the 

deadliest of the violence hit Mosul. 

 

A suicide bomber blew himself up at an 

army recruitment centre in the 

predominantly Sunni Arab city, one of 

Iraq's most violent, killing two people and 

wounding seven others, while a bombing 

at a popular restaurant killed two more 

and left a dozen wounded. 

 

Two others were killed and 10 wounded in 

a series of shootings across the city. 

A female civil servant was also shot dead 

in Baghdad, while bombings in the 

southern cities of Basra, Hilla, Samawa 

and Diwaniyah left more than 20 people 

wounded. 

 

Attacks have surged in recent months. 

Although no group has claimed all of the 

violence, much of it has been attributed to 

Sunni militants linked to Al-Qaeda who 

oppose Iraq's Shiite-led government. 

The bloodshed is part of the worst unrest 

since 2008, when Iraq was emerging from 

a brutal Sunni-Shiite sectarian war. 

 

It comes shortly after the start of the 

Islamic new year and as Shiites converge 

on the shrine city of Karbala, south of 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7852-shahristani-qatar-must-know-its-size-al-qaeda-carried-out-1000-armed-operations-in-iraq.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7852-shahristani-qatar-must-know-its-size-al-qaeda-carried-out-1000-armed-operations-in-iraq.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7852-shahristani-qatar-must-know-its-size-al-qaeda-carried-out-1000-armed-operations-in-iraq.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7852-shahristani-qatar-must-know-its-size-al-qaeda-carried-out-1000-armed-operations-in-iraq.html
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Baghdad, to commemorate a key figure in 

Shiite Islam, a period during which Sunni 

militants often try to target them and the 

security forces. 

 

In addition to major security problems, 

authorities have failed to provide 

adequate basic services such as electricity 

and clean water, and corruption is 

widespread. 

Political squabbling has paralysed the 

government, while parliament has passed 

almost no major legislation in years. 

 

http://www.afp.com/en/news/ 

 

 Deadly bombings hit two Iraqi cities  

 

 

 

At least 11 people have been killed as 

blasts went off in two Iraqi cities. 

 

Six people were killed when a suicide 

bomber blew himself up in a line of Iraqi 

recruits queued up to enlist in the second 

army division in the northern city of 

Mosul. 

 

Eight people were also injured in the 

attack on Sunday. 

 

Elsewhere, two consecutive parked car 

bombs blew up in the central city of 

Samawa, just south of Baghdad, at a car-

plate factory working with the traffic 

police. Five people were killed and seven 

injured in that attack. 

 

The deadly bombings come after October 

was deemed to be the deadliest month in 

Iraq in five years, with nearly 1,000 

deaths. The overwhelming number of 

those killed were civilians, according to 

the government and UN figures. 

 

Iraq has been grappling with a spike in 

violence for months, despite wide-ranging 

operations targeting armed groups and a 

major tightening of security in Baghdad 

and elsewhere. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/deadly-bombings-hit-two-

iraqi-cities-2013111011372170236.html 

 

http://www.afp.com/en/news/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/deadly-bombings-hit-two-iraqi-cities-2013111011372170236.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/deadly-bombings-hit-two-iraqi-cities-2013111011372170236.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/deadly-bombings-hit-two-iraqi-cities-2013111011372170236.html


 

   Sayfa 12 

 4 Civilians killed, 16 wounded in 
eastern Mosul (NINA) 

 

 

An improvised explosive device went off 

on Sunday evening, Nov. 10, in eastern 

Mosul, Ninivneh province, killing 4 civilians 

and wounding 16 others. 

 

Police source told NINA that an 

improvised explosive device, emplaced 

inside a cafeteria in Muthana 

neighborhood, eastern Mosul, went off 

killing 4 civilians and wounding 16 others, 

some of them in critical conditions. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMLD 

 

 Policeman killed, 2 wounded 
southeast Fallujah  

 

One policeman killed and 2 others 

wounded in an armed attack on Sunday, 

Nov. 10, southeast Fallujah, Anbar 

province. 

 

Security source told NINA that gunmen 

opened fire from a moving car at a police 

checkpoint to the southeast of Fallujah, 

killing one policeman and wounding 2 

others. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMJD 

 

 8 Federal Policemen wounded in 
Mosul  

 

Eight Federal Policemen wounded on 

Sunday, Nov. 10, in an armed attack in 

western Mosul, Niniveh province. 

 

Police source told NINA that gunmen 

attacked a car carrying Federal Policemen, 

returning from leave, to their work place 

in Yarmouk area, western Mosul, 

wounding them. 

 

He added that security force surrounded 

that area, while the attackers fled 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMIH 

 

 Two bombings target Ashura 
mourning processions in Basra  

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMLD
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMLD
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMJD
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMJD
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMIH
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMIH
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A local official in Basra said on Sunday that 

a number of people were injured by two 

bombings that targeted Ashura mourning 

processions in the center of the city. 

 

Earlier in Basra, two explosions did not 

know their nature was heard amid reports 

of targeting mourning’s’ processions. 

 

Several Iraqi cities have witnessed since 

morning organizes blasts that hit central 

and southern Iraq, in addition to a suicide 

bombing in the northern city of Mosul . 

 

The head of the security committee in 

Basra council , Jabbar al - Saadi told 

“Shafaq News” that “ a bomb exploded 

this afternoon in Arabaa Shwaree area 

and targeted Hussaini funeral procession, 

which led to the injury of one person. 

 

He added that a similar explosion targeted 

a convoy at the entrance of the Shatt al-

Arab University where there was a 

Hussaini funeral procession , led to the 

injury of 3 people . 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/security/785

1-two-bombings-target-ashura-

mournings-processions-in-basra.html 

 

 30 wanted and suspects arrested, ten 
IEDs dismantled  

 

The security forces in Babil province 

arrested 30 wanted and suspects in a 

security operation that carried out in the 

Alexandria area, 60 km north of Hilla, Babil 

province. 

 

The head of the security committee in the 

Babil Province Council, Falah al-Khafaji 

told the reporter of the National Iraqi 

News Agency / NINA / that "15 of those 

arrested were wanted on criminal charges 

and 10 were wanted in accordance with 

Article 4 terrorism and the remaining are 

suspects." 

 

He added: "During the operation, ten 

explosive devices were dismantled and 

three stolen cars and a number of booby-

trapped motorcycles were seized." 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLLMF 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/security/7851-two-bombings-target-ashura-mournings-processions-in-basra.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/security/7851-two-bombings-target-ashura-mournings-processions-in-basra.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/security/7851-two-bombings-target-ashura-mournings-processions-in-basra.html
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLLMF
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLLMF
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 Partial curfew imposed in Nassriya  

 

A partial curfew was imposed in several 

areas of Dhi-Qar province due to receiving 

information stipulates entry of car bombs 

to the province. 

 

Security source mentioned to AIN ''The 

partial curfew, which included vehicles 

and people movement as well as blocking 

off some roads, was imposed in several 

areas of Nassriya city.'' 

 

Several southern Iraqi provinces 

witnessed series of explosions by car 

bombs resulted in killing and wounding 

many innocent civilians. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44121:partial-curfew-imposed-in-

nassiriya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37 

 

 Iraq doesn’t expect to adjust OPEC 
production levels  

 

 

 

Iraqi Minister of Oil , Abdul Karim al-

Laeebe said on Sunday that the oil market 

and prices are stable , just weeks before a 

scheduled meeting of the Organization of 

Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

 

to decide on the issue of amending the 

targeted production levels . 

 

Iraq is considered the second- largest 

exporter in (OPEC), which pumps more 

than a third of global production. 

 

Laeebe said in a brief statement to 

Reuters briefed by "Shafaq News" that " 

the market is stable and prices as well." 

 

Asked whether OPEC needed to adjust its 

oil policy at its meeting in the 4th of 

December in Vienna , Angolan Oil Minister 

, Jose Botelho de Vasconcelos in Abu 

Dhabi said, " I do not think so , especially 

since the market is stable now." 

 

OPEC expects a decline in global demand 

for crude oil production in the next five 

years , with increased supplies from 

outside the group, which includes 12 

members because of shale oil boom and 

other sources. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44121:partial-curfew-imposed-in-nassiriya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44121:partial-curfew-imposed-in-nassiriya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44121:partial-curfew-imposed-in-nassiriya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44121:partial-curfew-imposed-in-nassiriya&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
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Iraq's oil exports have restored in October 

to record 2.253 million barrels per day. 

 

The exports have decreased in September 

to 2.07 million barrels per day , registering 

the lowest level this year due to 

maintenance and expansion in oil export 

terminals in southern Iraq. 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/business/78

53-iraq-doesnt-expect-to-adjust-opec-

production-levels.html 

 

 Cabinet Secretariat announces 
Vacation on Monday because of the 
rain  

 

The Cabinet Secretariat announced that 

Monday, Nov. 11, is an official Vacation 

because of the heavy rain fall. 

 

The Secretariat's announcement excluded 

the Baghdad Mayoralty and the ministries 

of Health and Municipalities from the 

Vacation. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMKM 

 

 Streets of Bagdad sink with rain 

 

 

 

A strong wave of rain falling hit Baghdad 

on Sunday. 

 

The correspondent of AIN reported that 

''The streets were almost empty of traffic 

movement since many roads and alleys 

were sank due to the heavy rain falling.'' 

 

The Iraqi Meteorological and 

Seismological Organization predicted that 

the rain will continue on, tomorrow, 

Monday and the weather will gradually 

turns to be fair during the upcoming days. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44127:streets-of-bagdad-sink-under-

rain&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48 

 

 Wednesday, Thursday announced 
holiday in Babel 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/business/7853-iraq-doesnt-expect-to-adjust-opec-production-levels.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/business/7853-iraq-doesnt-expect-to-adjust-opec-production-levels.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/business/7853-iraq-doesnt-expect-to-adjust-opec-production-levels.html
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMKM
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKLMKM
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44127:streets-of-bagdad-sink-under-rain&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44127:streets-of-bagdad-sink-under-rain&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44127:streets-of-bagdad-sink-under-rain&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44127:streets-of-bagdad-sink-under-rain&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48
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The Provincial Council of Babel province 

announced next Wednesday and Thursday 

as a formal holiday in Babel province. 

 

The correspondent of AIN reported that 

''The Babel PC decided to announce next 

Wednesday and Thursday as a formal 

holiday in Babel province and the official 

duty time will be at 1:00 PM of followed 

Sunday.'' 

 

Muslims are commemorating rituals of 

Martyrdom Anniversary of Imam Hussein 

(PBUH) by establishing Husseini 

procession and serving the Shiite pilgrims 

heading towards Karbala province. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44124:wednesday-thursday-announced-

holiday-in-babel&catid=39:genral-

news&Itemid=48 

 

 

 

2. SYRIA 
 

 Will Syria opposition get rid of 
disunity plague before Geneva talks? 

 

 

 

Syria's fractured opposition is to meet 

Saturday in Istanbul for key talks to decide 

whether or not to attend a peace 

conference that western powers want to 

hold in Geneva. 

 

Before they decide whether to attend the 

talks -- aimed at launching negotiations 

between President Bashar al-Assad's 

regime and its opponents -- bitter rival 

camps in the opposition must first seek a 

united front, United Nations-Arab League 

envoy Lakhdar Brahimi warned this week. 

 

"There should be two delegations from 

Syria for Geneva 2 -- the government and 

the opposition," Brahimi said on Tuesday. 

But, he added, "the opposition is divided 

and not ready... the opposition has 

problems". 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44124:wednesday-thursday-announced-holiday-in-babel&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44124:wednesday-thursday-announced-holiday-in-babel&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44124:wednesday-thursday-announced-holiday-in-babel&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44124:wednesday-thursday-announced-holiday-in-babel&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44124:wednesday-thursday-announced-holiday-in-babel&catid=39:genral-news&Itemid=48
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Syria's opposition has long been plagued 

by disunity. 

 

The main umbrella opposition, the 

National Coalition -- which depends on 

foreign backing -- has been marred by 

regional rivalries that play out through 

disagreements among its members. 

 

It suffers from a lack of credibility in the 

eyes of both its allies and the various rebel 

groups fighting on the ground. 

 

Some rebel leaders believe that no 

negotiations are possible with Syrian 

President Bashar al-Assad remaining in 

power and have for weeks resisted the 

idea of peace talks. 

 

No date has yet been agreed for the 

conference, dubbed Geneva 2, at which 

world powers hope to gather delegates 

from the warring parties, as well as 

regional Arab states, before the end of the 

year, according to Brahimi. 

 

"We are leaning towards not taking part in 

the conference," said Samir Nashar, a 

member of the Coalition. "Will that 

position change? I don't know, but what I 

can say is that there's intense 

(international) political action (pushing 

towards participation). 

 

"In politics everything is possible." 

 

Coalition leader Ahmat Jarba has imposed 

strict conditions for the opposition to take 

part, insisting that Assad's departure and 

regime change are on the table -- which 

the regime has rejected. 

 

Jarba is also demanding a ceasefire for the 

duration of the talks. 

 

The Syrian National Council -- a key 

component of the Coalition -- has outright 

refused to take part in talks, threatening 

to quit the Coalition if some of its 

members agree to go. 

 

Damascus too has appeared unwilling. 

 

Information Minister Omran al-Zohbi said 

this week the regime would refuse to go if 

it was "to hand over power as desired by 

(Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud) al-

Faisal and certain opponents abroad". 

 

Though it remains doubtful the top brass 

will attend, a number of other officials 

have indicated they would travel to 

Switzerland. 
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Former Syrian vice premier, Qadri Jamil, 

sacked last month for leaving the country 

and meeting US officials in Switzerland 

without goverment permission, said he 

would attend, as did a number of Kurdish 

delegates, who make up Syria's largest 

ethnic minority. 

 

Meanwhile Russian vice foreign minister 

Mikhail Bogdanov said that other 

opposition members have accepted an 

offer of informal talks in Moscow to 

precede the Geneva conference. 

 

The opposition has "rightful hesitations" 

about Geneva 2 including its format, and 

the future role of Assad, Turkey's foreign 

ministry said this week. 

 

"The London summit has answered these 

concerns... We are in constant touch with 

opposition at every level," ministry 

spokesman Levent Gumrukcu told 

reporters in Ankara, referring to a meeting 

of foreign ministers in Britain last month 

to help pave the way for Geneva 2. 

 

At that summit, 11 western and Arab 

nations from the Friends of Syria group 

agreed that Assad -- who is showing no 

sign of backing down, two-and-a-half 

years into a conflict which has killed more 

than 120,000 people -- should have no 

role in any future government. 

 

Their affirmation nevertheless failed to 

convince the rebels to commit to Geneva. 

 

"The situation is pretty difficult for the 

opposition," a western diplomat said. 

 

"Assad's army is taking rebel positions 

back, civilians are suffering in some 

besieged cities and some of the most 

active rebel groups are disregarding the 

Coalition authority..." 

 

With no firm date for Geneva 2, the 

opposition could simply put off coming to 

an agreement on whether to attend, the 

diplomat said, adding that in Istanbul he 

expected "difficult and rough talks but no 

definitive decision". 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62472 

 

 Syria rebels retake strategic Base 80 
in Aleppo province 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62472
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62472
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BEIRUT - Syrian rebels retook a strategic 

base in the northern Aleppo province on 

Saturday, as shelling killed at least 11 

people in nearby Aleppo city, the Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights said. 

 

The group said rebels, including jihadists 

from two Al-Qaeda affiliates, launched a 

nighttime counterattack against regime 

forces, after they captured parts of the 

base on Friday. 

 

Using Grad rockets against army tanks, 

they were able to regain control of the 

parts of the strategic Base 80 that they 

had lost during Friday fighting, 

Observatory director Rami Abdel Rahman 

said. 

 

The killed at least 53 people -- 33 rebels 

side and 20 loyalists. 

 

The rebels seized Base 80, which provided 

the garrison for both Aleppo international 

airport and the adjacent Nayrab military 

airfield, in February. 

 

They failed to capture either airport, 

though they have seized the Minnigh and 

Jarrah military airports in the area. 

 

Civilian flights from Aleppo International 

Airport have been suspended since the 

start of the year because of rebel fire. 

 

The army has made several advances east 

of Aleppo in recent days, including the 

recapture of Sfeira, a town that had been 

under rebel control for a year. 

 

In Aleppo city, meanwhile, the 

Observatory said shelling killed at least 11 

people, including four children. 

 

In the north-western Ashrafiyeh district, 

which is largely under regime control, five 

people, two of them children, were killed 

by mortar fire, the Observatory said. 

 

State television also reported deaths in 

the area, saying six children had been 

killed and blaming "terrorists," its terms 

for opposition fighters. 

 

In the northeast of the city, six civilians 

died, the Observatory said, including a 

woman, a six-month-old baby and a three-

year-old. 
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More than 120,000 people have been 

killed in Syria since the conflict erupted in 

March 2011, according to the 

Observatory. 

 

Millions more have been displaced inside 

Syria or have fled abroad. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62476 

 

 Syria opposition: No agreement to 
Geneva talks if no pressure on Assad 
regime 

 

 

 

Syria's splintered opposition coalition 

insisted Saturday it would not go to peace 

talks in Geneva unless pressure was 

brought to bear on Damascus to abide by 

the outcome. 

 

"We have always said that we are fully 

committed to Geneva. But we are worried 

that if we go there the Assad regime is not 

serious about the implementation of 

Geneva," said coalition spokesman Khaled 

Saleh. 

 

He was speaking as the opposition battling 

to topple Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 

met in Istanbul to decide whether to 

attend a peace conference that world 

powers want to hold in Geneva. 

 

The meeting involving the main umbrella 

group, the National Coalition, and due to 

run into Sunday took place as rebels 

retook a strategic base in northern Syria. 

 

The UN-Arab League envoy tasked with 

trying to quell the Syrian conflict, Lakhdar 

Brahimi, warned earlier this week that 

bitter rival camps in the opposition must 

forge a united front for the proposed 

peace talks, dubbed "Geneva 2". 

 

World powers unsettled by the vicious, 

two-and-a-half year war in Syria have 

been pushing for the peace negotiations 

between the warring sides and Arab states 

to take place before the end of the year. 

 

But the initiative has been stalled by the 

opposition's internal dissent -- robbing it 

of credibility internationally and in the 

eyes of the rebels it is meant to represent 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62476
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62476
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-- and its demand for the talks to call for 

Assad's ouster. 

 

A key faction in the opposition coalition, 

the Syrian National Council, has baldly 

refused to take part, and has threatened 

to break from the grouping if some 

members go. 

 

Foreign ministers from 11 Western and 

Arab nations holding a "Friends of Syria" 

meeting in Britain last month to pave the 

way for Geneva 2 agreed Assad should 

have no role in any future Syrian 

government. 

 

But that failed to convince the opposition 

to commit to Geneva. 

 

And Assad's regime, which has 

international diplomatic protection from 

Russia, has warned it will not take part if 

the aim is to call for Assad to leave power. 

 

Assad refuses to acknowledge that his 

army is fighting a revolt, preferring to 

label the rebels "terrorists" sponsored by 

Arab rivals. 

 

The president has also opened the door to 

possibly standing for re-election in polls 

next year, to the fury of the opposition 

and the consternation of the United 

States. 

 

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail 

Bogdanov said this week that some 

opposition members have accepted an 

offer of informal talks in Moscow to 

precede the Geneva conference. 

 

Turkey's foreign ministry meanwhile said 

Syrian opposition was justified to have 

"hesitations" about Geneva 2, particularly 

over its format and Assad's future role. 

 

Turkey, which borders Syria and has 

received a flood of more than 600,000 

refugees from the conflict, has become a 

key opponent of Assad. 

 

The opposition coalition's spokesman said 

of the proposed Geneva meeting: 

"Everyone knows that the Assad regime is 

going to try to buy more time.... and kill 

more Syrian civilians." 

 

He added: "We want to go to Geneva but 

everyone has to be serious, not only the 

Assad regime but its allies. We want the 

Russians to apply real pressure on the 

Assad regime." 
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Saleh noted that recent Russian pressure 

had been instrumental in making Assad 

destroy his chemical weapon stocks. 

 

Asked about when the opposition might 

declare whether or not it was going to the 

talks, the spokesman said the coalition 

"certainly hadn't received any invitation 

from the UN". 

 

Saleh stressed the opposition's categorical 

rejection of Assad playing a role in any 

negotiated solution to the conflict. 

 

"It has become obvious to anyone that 

there is no role for Assad if Geneva 2 is 

really to be applied, whether in the 

transitional period or after that." 

 

Of the president's future, he added: "I can 

only say that he deserves a fair trial." 

 

A monitoring group, the Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights, said 

Saturday that Syrian rebels -- among them 

Al-Qaeda loyalists -- firing Grad rockets 

overnight regained control of a strategic 

base near Aleppo in fierce fighting that 

killed more than 50 people. 

 

Much of the base, located near Aleppo's 

international airport, had been seized 

from rebels on Friday by Assad troops 

backed by Hezbollah fighters. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62481 

 

 Syria rebels recapture army base near 
Aleppo 

 

 

 

Syrian opposition fighters retook a 

strategic base in the northern Aleppo 

province on Saturday, as shelling killed at 

least 11 people in nearby Aleppo city. 

 

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 

said that the fighters, including some from 

two al-Qaeda affiliates, launched a 

counterattack against regime forces after 

they captured parts of the 80th Brigade 

base on Friday. 

 

Observatory director Rami Abdel Rahman 

said the clashes left at least 53 people 

killed – 33 rebels and 20 government 

soldiers. 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62481
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62481
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In Aleppo city, the Observatory said 

shelling by regime forces killed at least 11 

people, including four children. 

 

In the north-western Ashrafiyeh district, 

which is largely under regime control, five 

people, two of them children, were killed 

by mortar fire, the Observatory added. 

 

State television also reported deaths in 

the area, saying six children had been 

killed by "terrorists" - its term for 

opposition fighters. 

 

In clashes that took place in the northeast 

of the city, six civilians died, the 

Observatory said, including a woman, a 

six-month-old baby and a three-year-old. 

 

Geneva talks 

 

The fighting came as the main opposition 

group began a two-day meeting in 

Istanbul to decide whether they will 

attend a proposed peace conference the 

US and Russia are trying to convene in 

Geneva. 

 

The Syrian National Coalition has 

demanded that President Bashar al-Assad 

step down in any transitional Syrian 

government as a condition for going to 

Geneva. 

 

Syrian officials say Assad will stay in his 

post at least until his terms ends in 2014 

and that he may run for re-election. 

 

In Cairo, Arab League Secretary-General 

Nabil Elaraby said that the UN-Arab 

League's top envoy to Syria, Lakhdar 

Brahimi, will hold a meeting in early 

December to decide on a new date and 

the attendees of the Geneva conference. 

 

"We were saddened and depressed 

because of the failure of the latest 

meetings to decide on a date and 

participants for the conference," Elaraby 

said, referring to a meeting in Geneva 

earlier this week that many had hoped 

would call for holding the talks later this 

month. 

 

The league had wanted the peace 

conference to lead to a ceasefire and 

secure means to deliver humanitarian aid 

to Syrians, Elaraby said. 

 

More than 120,000 people have been 

killed in Syria since the conflict erupted in 

March 2011, according to the 
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Observatory. Millions more have been 

displaced inside Syria or have fled abroad. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/syria-rebels-recapture-army-

base-near-aleppo-

2013119153526111282.html 

 

 Syria activists say truce made in 
blockaded town 

 

 

 

Government officials and rebels reached a 

deal to ease a weeks-long blockade on a 

rebel-held town near the Syrian capital on 

Sunday, allowing food to reach civilians 

there for the first time in weeks, activists 

said. 

 

The truce is the latest to be agreed in 

recent months between President Bashar 

Assad’s government and disparate rebel 

groups throughout the war-ravaged 

country. 

 

It comes as the main Western-backed 

Syrian opposition began the second day of 

a two-day meeting in the Turkish capital 

Istanbul to decide whether they will 

attend a proposed peace conference the 

U.S. and Russia are trying to convene in 

Geneva by the end of this year. 

 

The Syrian National Coalition has 

demanded Assad step down in any 

transitional government as a condition for 

participation in the talks. Syrian officials 

say Assad will stay in his post at least until 

his term ends in 2014 and that he may run 

for re-election. Coalition Spokesman 

Louay Safi said discussions were still 

ongoing. 

 

“There are people who are concerned and 

worried that not enough preparation has 

taken place. And there are those who 

would like to make a decision but with 

some preparation,” he told reporters in 

Istanbul. 

 

The Coalition is also expected to approve 

a list of cabinet of ministers presented by 

interim prime minister, Ahmad Toumeh, 

who was elected in September. 

 

The Western-backed group has also called 

for goodwill measures from the Assad 

government, including lifting sieges on 

rebel-held areas. It wasn’t clear if the deal 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-rebels-recapture-army-base-near-aleppo-2013119153526111282.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-rebels-recapture-army-base-near-aleppo-2013119153526111282.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-rebels-recapture-army-base-near-aleppo-2013119153526111282.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-rebels-recapture-army-base-near-aleppo-2013119153526111282.html
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in Qudsaya was such a gesture, as neither 

rebels nor Syrian officials comment on 

such deals. 

 

Activist group the Qudsaya Media Team 

confirmed the truce in a statement but 

gave few details. In an earlier November 

release, they said local markets ran out of 

food, and area’s poorest residents were 

going hungry. They could not be 

immediately reached for comment. 

 

Rami Abdurrahman of the Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights said the 

deal allowed food and flour to enter the 

town on the outskirts of Damascus, under 

blockade since October. The Observatory 

follows Syria through a network of 

activists on the ground. 

 

All warring sides in Syria’s conflict have 

blockaded towns to squeeze out fighters, 

but the most affected have been poor 

people struggling to buy food, the elderly, 

the sick and children. 

 

In recent weeks, a variety of Syrian 

mediators have been trying to ease 

blockades in several areas, with modest 

success. 

 

Syria’s government is under pressure from 

the international community to allow food 

and medical aid into blockaded areas, 

particularly after reports emerged of 

widespread hunger in the blockaded 

Damascus suburb of Moadamiyeh this 

year. It appears civilian elders have also 

pressured rebels to accept truces. 

 

Meanwhile, fighting raged in the northern 

city of Aleppo over control of the airport, 

said the Observatory and an activist based 

in the Aleppo countryside. He spoke 

anonymously, fearing identification by 

government officials. 

 

Rebels seized control of the military base 

housing troops that protect the city’s 

airport in February. But Assad-loyal troops 

took parts of it early Friday during an 

offensive, and fighting has raged since 

then. The rebels have been led by fighters 

from the Islamic Tawhid Brigade and the 

al-Qaida linked groups Nusra Front and 

the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant. 

 

The activist and the Observatory said 

Shiite fighters of the Lebanese Hezbollah 

were fighting alongside Syrian troops at 

the site, underscoring the importance of 

the battle. The government-held Aleppo 

International Airport, which has been 
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closed due to fighting for almost a year, is 

one of the Syrian rebels’ major objectives. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/10/Syria-activists-say-

truce-made-in-blockaded-town.html 

 

 

3. IRAN  
 

 IAEA Chief Arrives in Tehran 

 

 

 

TEHRAN (FNA)- Director-General of the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

Yukiya Amano arrived in Tehran early 

Monday to hold talks with Iranian officials 

on a “new framework for cooperation” 

between the two sides. 

 

The IAEA’s press office said last week that 

Amano would arrive in Tehran on Monday 

at the invitation of Head of the Atomic 

Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) Ali 

Akbar Salehi to hold talks with senior 

Iranian officials with the aim of 

“strengthening dialog and cooperation 

between the two sides". 

 

In relevant remarks on Sunday, Iranian 

Deputy Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas 

Araqchi underlined that Iran and the IAEA 

are due to consider a new framework for 

continued cooperation. 

 

“The finalization of this new framework of 

cooperation is in the final stages,” he told 

reporters in Tehran yesterday. 

 

Araqchi expressed the hope that the new 

framework of cooperation would be 

signed by the two sides during Amano’s 

visit to Iran. 

 

Last week, Salehi said, "I have invited Mr. 

Amano to pay an official visit to Tehran on 

November 11." 

 

"We hope that during Amano's visit both 

sides would discuss relevant (Iran-IAEA) 

issues and make a joint statement 

afterwards," Salehi underlined. 

 

Late in October, after two days of talks, 

Iran and the IAEA inked a new agreement 

based on which both sides are committed 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/10/Syria-activists-say-truce-made-in-blockaded-town.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/10/Syria-activists-say-truce-made-in-blockaded-town.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/10/Syria-activists-say-truce-made-in-blockaded-town.html
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to pursue the settlement of Tehran's 

nuclear case at the UN body. 

 

During the second round of their talks at 

the time, Iran and the IAEA reached a new 

accord which would replace the previous 

frameworks. 

 

The new agreement was the most 

important achievement of the two-day 

talks in Vienna. 

 

On October 29, a senior diplomat close to 

the Iranian team of negotiators with the 

IAEA revealed that Tehran has submitted 

new proposals to the IAEA in its talks with 

the UN nuclear watchdog. 

 

“Iran has presented a fresh proposal to 

the IAEA,” the diplomat told FNA on 

October 29, referring to the remarks by 

Araqchi who said Iran has adopted a new 

approach in negotiations with the UN 

nuclear watchdog. 

 

The first day of the 12th round of 

technical talks between Iran and the IAEA 

was held on Monday October 28, and the 

second day of the negotiations kicked off 

the following morning (Vienna time). 

 

The first day of talks was presided jointly 

by Iran's Residing Representative at the 

UN nuclear watchdog Reza Najafi and 

IAEA Deputy Head Thro Varioranteh at the 

UN offices in Vienna. 

 

Najafi had previously announced that the 

two sides are to focus on detailed and 

conceptual discussions in this new round 

of their discussions. 

 

A few hours before the start of the talks, 

Araqchi met with Amano in Austria. 

 

During the meeting, the Iranian diplomat 

elaborated on Tehran's new approach in 

the talks with the UN body. 

 

Araqchi, who is also a member of the 

Iranian team of negotiators in the nuclear 

talks with the six world powers as well, 

arrived in the Austrian capital a few hours 

before the start of Iran-IAEA talks on 

October 28. 

 

The two sides did not reveal much of the 

contents of their discussions, but Amano 

reportedly told Araqchi that "it is very 

important for all of us that we can show 

concrete progress". 
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In response, Araqchi said, "We think this is 

the time to take a new approach to 

resolving (questions) between Iran and 

the IAEA and look to the future for further 

cooperation in order to ensure the 

peaceful nature of Iran's nuclear 

program." 

 

"It is peaceful and it will remain peaceful 

for ever," Araqchi said. 

 

Late in September, Iran and the IAEA held 

talks in Vienna and discussed issues 

pertaining to Tehran's nuclear program. 

They resumed their fresh talks in the 

Austrian capital ten hours after the 

historic ministerial level nuclear talks 

between the Islamic Republic and the six 

world powers in New York. 

 

Najafi headed the Iranian delegation in 

talks with a group of the agency's experts. 

Najafi replaced Iran's former ambassador 

to the IAEA Ali Asqar Soltaniyeh shortly 

after Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 

came to power. 

 

Prior to that, Iran and the IAEA met in 

Vienna on May 15. The meeting, which 

was the 10th of its kind, was presided by 

Soltaniyeh and Nackaerts. 

 

Iran appointed Najafi as its new envoy to 

the IAEA late in August. 

 

Iran says its nuclear program is a peaceful 

drive to produce electricity so that the 

world's fourth-largest crude exporter can 

sell more of its oil and gas abroad. Tehran 

also stresses that the country is pursuing a 

civilian path to provide power to the 

growing number of Iranian population, 

whose fossil fuel would eventually run dry. 

 

Iran is under four rounds of UN Security 

Council sanctions for turning down West's 

calls to give up its right of uranium 

enrichment, saying the demand is 

politically tainted and illogical. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920820000119 

 

 Gunman Kills Iranian Deputy Industry 
Minister 

 

 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920820000119
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920820000119
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TEHRAN (FNA)- An unknown assailant shot 

dead the Iranian Deputy Industry, Mine 

and Trade Minister for Parliamentary 

Affairs, Safdar Rahmatabadi, in an Eastern 

Tehran neighborhood Sunday evening. 

 

The gunman shot Rahmatabadi two times 

in the chest and the head at around 19:50 

local time (1620 GMT) on Sunday. 

 

Police forces rushed to the scene of the 

crime after the terrorist attack. 

 

“Investigations show that two bullets 

were fired at the victim from inside the 

car,” said a police officer, adding, “Since 

the shells of the two bullets were found in 

the car, most probably the attacker had 

been inside the car and talking to 

Rahmatabadi.” 

 

The officer noted that there was no trace 

of conflict at the crime scene. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920820000232 

 

 Zarif Blasts France for Preventing Iran-
Powers Deal 

 

 

 

TEHRAN (FNA)- Iranian Foreign Minister 

Mohammad Javad Zarif underlined that 

Tehran and the world powers were on the 

verge of striking a deal in the recent 

Geneva talks, but French officials impeded 

the agreement by their negative stance. 

 

“Reaching an agreement with most 

members of the Group 5+1 (the US, 

Russia, China, Britain and France plus 

Germany) was likely, but anyway there 

was a need for the companionship of all of 

them and as you have heard from the 

public remarks of the ministers, one of the 

delegations (the French) created some 

problems,” Zarif wrote in his Facebook 

page before leaving Geneva for Tehran 

Sunday morning. 

 

“Anyway, the decision was made to hold 

another meeting to settle the remaining 

problems on November 20 so that the 

delegations can continue the 

negotiations,” he added. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920820000232
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920820000232
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When after a day of progressive 

negotiations, EU foreign policy chief 

Catherine Ashton, who presides over the 

delegations of the six world powers in the 

talks with Iran, called on US Secretary of 

State John Kerry to rush to Geneva to go a 

few more miles because a deal was 

possible, Israeli premier started hues and 

cries to stop the deal. 

 

On Friday, Netanyahu “utterly” 

denounced the possible agreement in the 

course of the nuclear talks as “very, very 

bad”. 

 

Kerry rushed to Tel Aviv to soothe 

Benjamin Netanyahu's concerns, but he 

apparently failed. The debates between 

the two grew so unfriendly that Kerry 

even excused himself from  taking photos 

with Netanyahu, saying he has a tight 

schedule and should rush to Geneva. 

 

Then Netanyahu made more ballyhoos 

making US President Barack Obama 

contact him to alleviate his concerns. 

 

Unsatisfied with Obama's explanations, 

the Israeli prime minister called the 

French asking them to go to Geneva to 

stop the agreement. 

 

Then, French Foreign Minister Laurent 

Fabius, who was not invited to the Geneva 

talks, called Ashton urging that he needs 

to be present there. Surprised Ashton was 

then forced to call in Fabius's British and 

German counterparts to the talks as well. 

 

Fabius appeared on several media and 

warned that Israel’s “concerns” must be 

taken into consideration. 

 

“It is necessary to take fully into account 

Israel’s security concerns and those of the 

region,” Fabius told France Inter radio in 

Geneva early on Saturday at the beginning 

of the third day of talks between Iran and 

the world powers. 

 

Analysts believe that Israel, the sole 

possessor of nuclear weapons in the 

Middle-East with 200-400 warheads, fears 

a rapprochement between Iran and the 

US, its main alley. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920819001326 

 

 Rouhani: Iran will not give up nuclear 
rights 

 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920819001326
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920819001326
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Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has said 

his country will not give up the right to 

enriching uranium, in his first comments 

since talks broke down with world powers 

over Iran’s nuclear programme. 

 

Rouhani said on Sunday that his nation 

had acted rationally and tactfully during 

three days of nuclear negotiations in 

Geneva, which concluded on Saturday 

without agreement. 

 

"We have said to the negotiating sides 

that we will not answer to any threat, 

sanction, humiliation or discrimination. 

The Islamic Republic has not and will not 

bow its head to threats from any 

authority," he told the National Assembly, 

reported by the ISNA news agency. 

 

His speech came a day after France 

apparently stopped a deal because it felt 

Iranian concessions were not sufficient to 

relax sanctions. According to reports, 

France wanted a shutdown of enrichment 

facilities, something Iran was not prepared 

to concede. 

 

"For us there are red lines that cannot be 

crossed,” Rouhani said in his Sunday 

speech. “National interests are our red 

lines that include our rights under the 

framework of international regulations 

and enrichment in Iran." 

 

Sticking points 

 

Diplomats from the P5+1 group of world 

powers - US, UK, France, China, Russia, 

Germany and the EU - were searching for 

a preliminary agreement that would 

restrain Iran's nuclear programme and 

make it more transparent for UN anti-

proliferation inspectors. 

 

The France's foreign minister, Laurent 

Fabius, raised objections to a draft to 

which his country had previously agreed. 

 

Fabius spoke of "several points that ... 

we're not satisfied with compared to the 

initial text," telling France-Inter Radio his 

nation did not want to be part of a "con 

game". 

 

Talks will resume on November 20 but will 

involve lower-level officials. 

 

Israel weighs in 

 

The Israeli prime minister, Benjamin 

Netanyahu, said on Sunday that the deal 

France rejected was "bad and dangerous". 

 



 

   Sayfa 32 

"Not just for us but for world peace. The 

deal at once lifts the pressure of sanctions 

which have taken years to put in place, 

and leaves Iran with its nuclear and 

enrichment capabilities intact. Not one 

centrifuge is to be dismantled. 

 

"We need a good deal – not a bad one; 

one that narrows or completely 

dismantles Iran's ability to obtain a 

nuclear weapon. We shall do everything in 

our power to persuade the leaders not to 

reach a bad deal."  

 

Iran is a signatory of the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty, which allows it to 

enrich uranium for use in civilian reactors, 

but has been found to have broken 

compliance. 

 

Western powers remain concerned that 

Iran is continuing to amass enriched 

uranium to use in a nuclear bomb. The US 

secretary of state, John Kerry, said 

Washington remained "determined" to 

make certain Iran did not acquire a 

nuclear weapon. 

 

Iran’s economy has been badly damaged 

by sanctions imposed by Western powers 

over its nuclear programme, which have 

led to high inflation, poor export markets 

and a double-digit unemployment rate. 

 

US politicians are currently preparing a 

new package of sanctions against Tehran, 

the content of which will be debated in 

Congress in the coming week. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/rouhani-iran-will-not-give-

up-nuclear-rights-

201311107178166380.html 

 

 Iran, Japan foreign ministers issue 
joint statement 

 

 

 

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad 

Javad Zarif and his Japanese counterpart, 

Fumio Kishida, have issued a joint 

statement calling for improving 

cooperation on leading bilateral and 

international issues. 

 

 

The statement was issued by the Iranian 

and Japanese foreign ministers on Sunday 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/rouhani-iran-will-not-give-up-nuclear-rights-201311107178166380.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/rouhani-iran-will-not-give-up-nuclear-rights-201311107178166380.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/rouhani-iran-will-not-give-up-nuclear-rights-201311107178166380.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/rouhani-iran-will-not-give-up-nuclear-rights-201311107178166380.html
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at the end of Kishida’s two-day official visit 

to Tehran.  

 

At their official meeting, which took place 

upon the Iranian foreign minister’s arrival 

in Tehran from Geneva, the two sides 

exchanged views on ways to strengthen 

bilateral cooperation to help improve 

regional and international peace, the 

statement read.  

 

According to the statement, the two 

ministers pointed to a meeting between 

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on 

the sidelines of the 68th annual session of 

the United Nations General Assembly in 

New York on September 26 and stressed 

the importance of expanding cordial 

Tehran-Tokyo relations.  

 

It added that Zarif and Kishida voiced their 

readiness to bolster cooperation on 

consular affairs, human rights, and 

political issues.  

 

They urged enhanced cultural ties 

between Iran and Japan and called for 

increased exchange of university students 

and professors.  

 

The Iranian and Japanese ministers 

praised bilateral cooperation to dispatch 

financial and humanitarian aid to 

Afghanistan and expressed readiness to 

boost close cooperation to fight drug 

trafficking and help Afghan refugees 

return home.  

 

Zarif and Kishida held a 50-minute 

meeting at Tehran’s Mehrabad Airport 

upon the Iranian foreign minister’s arrival 

in the country following three days of 

intensive nuclear negotiations with the six 

major world powers -- the US, Britain, 

Russia, China, France and Germany -- in 

Geneva, Switzerland.  

 

The Japanese foreign minister arrived in 

Tehran on Saturday an official two-day 

visit to hold talks with senior Iranian 

officials. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/10/

334034/iran-japan-issue-joint-statement/ 

 

 China firms in talks with Iran 
companies to buy LPG 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/10/334034/iran-japan-issue-joint-statement/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/10/334034/iran-japan-issue-joint-statement/
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Three Chinese companies are in talks with 

three producers of liquefied petroleum 

gas (LPG) in Iran on term supply contracts 

for next year. 

 

Chinese companies Jovo Energy, 

Guangdong Zhenrong and Zhangjiagang 

Oriental Energy are negotiating with Iran's 

Petrochemical Commercial Company 

(PPC), National Iranian Oil Company 

(NIOC) and National Iranian Gas Company 

(NIGC) to purchase LPG.  

 

“They are preparing to lift Iranian LPG. 

They are going to have high demand and 

one of their supply sources is Iran,” the 

weekly Platts quoted an informed shipping 

source as saying on Thursday, who added, 

“These people have the ships to carry 

large liftings in Iran in 2014.” 

 

“They are in the final stages of 

negotiations, or around 70% complete, 

and the agreements will be completed 

within the next two months,” an unnamed 

Middle Eastern source was quoted as 

saying.  

 

China resumed its LPG imports from Iran 

in June after a one-year break. Over the 

past years, China has been a regular 

importer of Iranian LPG.  

 

Jovo Energy is reported to have concluded 

a one-year deal with an Iranian LPG 

supplier to receive one 40,000-million ton 

parcel of LPG each month as of November 

2013.  

 

China’s customs data recently showed 

that Iran is also the biggest supplier of fuel 

oil to the country in September. The data, 

provided by China’s General 

Administration of Customs, showed that 

Iran shipped 410,867 million tons (mt) of 

fuel oil to China in September.  

 

Moreover, China’s crude oil imports from 

Iran increased in September 2013 from 

one year earlier despite the US-led 

sanctions imposed on the Islamic 

Republic’s oil and financial sectors.  

 

China imported 475,521 barrels per day 

(bpd) of Iranian crude oil last month, 

registering a 24-percent rise compared to 

the same period last year.  
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At the beginning of 2012, the United 

States and the European Union imposed 

new sanctions on Iran’s oil and financial 

sectors with the goal of preventing other 

countries from purchasing Iranian oil and 

conducting transactions with the Central 

Bank of Iran. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/08/

333652/chinese-firms-planning-to-buy-

iran-lpg/ 

 

 

 

4. ISRAEL - PALESTINE 
 

 US, Israel lose UNESCO voting rights 

 

 

 

UNESCO’s budget has fallen by 22.35% 

following US suspension as punishment of 

organisation’s recognition of Palestine, 

putting 300 people in danger of losing 

their jobs. 

 

The United States and Israel lost their 

UNESCO voting rights Friday after 

suspending funding to the organisation for 

its recognition of Palestine, a source from 

the UN agency said. 

 

Neither the United States nor Israel 

"presented the necessary documentation 

this morning to avoid losing their right to 

vote," the source said on condition of 

anonymity. 

 

Both countries stopped paying their 

contributions to the global cultural agency 

after Palestine was made a UNESCO 

member in 2011, provoking a major 

financial crisis at the agency and putting 

hundreds of jobs in jeopardy. 

 

Under UNESCO rules, the US and Israel 

had until Friday to pay their dues or 

automatically lose voting rights. 

 

US contributions represented 22 percent 

of the agency's overall budget. With the 

US and Israel withdrawing their 

contributions UNESCO's budget fell from 

$653 million to $507 million (310 million 

euros). 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/08/333652/chinese-firms-planning-to-buy-iran-lpg/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/08/333652/chinese-firms-planning-to-buy-iran-lpg/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/08/333652/chinese-firms-planning-to-buy-iran-lpg/
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The reduced budget means some 300 

people at UNESCO are in danger of losing 

their jobs. In 2012 the UN agency 

employed 1,200 people at its 

headquarters in Paris and 900 around the 

world. 

 

UNESCO's Director-General Irina Bokova, 

who was re-elected in October, raised $75 

million in a bid to deal with the agency's 

financial crisis. 

 

"The list of countries that will lose their 

voting rights will be announced probably 

tomorrow (Saturday) in a plenary session," 

the same UNESCO source said. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62467 

 

 Hamas appoints first female 
spokesperson 

 

 

 

The Hamas authorities of the Gaza Strip 

has appointed their first female 

spokesperson to represent the group's 

communications with the international 

media. 

 

The hiring of Isra al-Modallal, a 23-year-

old who speaks fluent British-accented 

English, as a spokeswoman for Hamas is 

part of a long-running push by the group 

to present a newer and friendlier face 

both to its own citizens and 

internationally. 

 

"We are looking forward to having a 

different and unique language," said al-

Modallal in an interview in her Gaza City 

office, on her first week in the job. "We 

will make the issues more human." 

 

Al-Modallal, a divorced mother of a four-

year-old girl, does not have her roots in 

the Hamas movement. Unlike many other 

Hamas officials, her office does not bear a 

photo of Gaza's Prime Minister Ismail 

Haniyeh. Along with the Quran, she keeps 

a book on American history as well. 

 

She takes a slightly different line than 

many Hamas spokesmen. She refers to 

"Israel" rather than the "Zionist entity." 

She does not consider herself a Hamas 

loyalist but says she would be equally 

willing to work as spokeswoman for the 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62467
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62467
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rival Palestinian government in the West 

Bank. 

 

"I am not Hamas. I am a Palestinian 

activist who loves her country," al-

Modallal said. 

 

Al-Modallal was raised in Gaza but spent 

five years in Britain as a teenager, studying 

at Grange Technology College, a high 

school in Bradford in the UK. Upon 

returning to Gaza, she studied journalism 

at the Islamic University, and worked as a 

television reporter for a local station and 

an English-language satellite channel, 

which she said taught her how to present 

herself on camera. 

 

Changing image 

 

The change in policy began six months ago 

when a new head of the Hamas 

government’s media department, Ihab 

Ghussein, took over. Ghussein hired 

younger media people, started a new 

official government website, began 

extensive use of social media and started 

conducting seminars and workshops. 

 

Ghussein said he appointed al-Modallal in 

an effort "to be more open to the West." 

He said many women were among the 

dozens of applicants considered for the 

position. 

 

"Women are partners in our society," said 

Ghussein. 

 

 

Al-Modallal asserts that women in Gaza 

are finding their way into politics, 

medicine, education and media. "Every 

day, women's footsteps can be seen 

advancing more in society," she said. 

 

She speaks primarily about Gaza’s 

government affairs: education and social 

programs or the Israeli blockade of the 

territory. 

 

Al-Modallal said Israel's unfair media 

coverage had given Hamas a bad 

reputation. 

 

She takes up the job at a challenging time 

for the movement. Hamas lost a key ally 

with the downfall of its parent movement, 

the Muslim Brotherhood, in neighboring 

Egypt after the July 3 coup. 

 

The group remains an outsider to many 

nations in the West."This is because of the 

Israeli media, which is a smart media. 

They change the truth and show the 
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opposite picture of Palestine and the 

Palestinians," she said. 

 

"I know it's a big responsibility and it's not 

easy to speak on behalf of a government 

in normal situations, whereas I am 

working in unique situations," she said. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/hamas-appoints-first-female-

spokesperson-

2013111013586831738.html 

 

 Tel Aviv tries to derail Iran, world 
powers talks 

 

 

 

The Israeli regime has stepped up its 

campaign to derail talks between Iran and 

the six major world powers. 

 

 

At an assembly of the quasi-governmental 

Jewish Agency in al-Quds (Jerusalem) on 

Sunday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu called on the United States 

and the European Union not to let up 

sanctions against Tehran.  

 

The Israeli premier said the illegal 

sanctions have crippled Iran and that 

Tehran should not be allowed to have a 

single centrifuge at its nuclear facilities.  

 

“This is the deal that is proposed now. Iran 

does not roll back its nuclear making 

capacities at all but the P5+1 are rolling 

back sanctions. That’s a bad deal. It’s a 

dangerous deal,” Bibi said. 

 

Meanwhile, US Secretary of State John 

Kerry reassured Tel Aviv that Washington 

would not enter into what has been 

described as a bad deal with Iran.  

 

“We are not blind and I don’t think we are 

stupid. I think we have a pretty strong 

sense of how to measure whether or not 

we are acting in the interest of our 

country and of the globe and particularly 

of our allies like Israel, and [Persian] Gulf 

states, and others in the region. We are 

absolutely determined that this would be 

a good deal or there would be no deal,” 

Kerry told the American TV channel NBC.  

 

“That’s why it’s hard. That’s why we didn’t 

close the deal here in the last couple of 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/hamas-appoints-first-female-spokesperson-2013111013586831738.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/hamas-appoints-first-female-spokesperson-2013111013586831738.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/hamas-appoints-first-female-spokesperson-2013111013586831738.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/hamas-appoints-first-female-spokesperson-2013111013586831738.html
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days. Because we are together unified, 

pushing for things that we believe 

provides the guarantees that Israel and 

the rest of the world demand,” he added.  

 

Kerry also said the US would maintain the 

“current architecture of sanctions,” 

against Iran.  

 

The closed-door talks between Iran and 

the five permanent members of the UN 

Security Council -- Britain, Russia, China, 

France and the US -- plus Germany began 

in Geneva, Switzerland, on Thursday and 

ended on Sunday.  

 

In a joint press conference with EU High 

Representative for Foreign Affairs 

Catherine Ashton, Iranian Foreign Minister 

Mohammad Javad Zarif said progress was 

made during the “productive” talks and 

that the two sides had reached an 

agreement on a number of issues.  

 

Ashton, for her part, also said that the two 

sides had made “concrete progress” in the 

talks, which she described as “intense and 

constructive.”  

 

Since 1958, when Israel began building its 

Dimona plutonium -- and uranium --

processing facility in the Negev desert, it 

has secretly manufactured numerous 

nuclear warheads, making it the only 

player in the Middle East that possesses 

nuclear weapons.  

 

The United States, Israel and some of their 

allies falsely claim that Iran is pursuing 

non-civilian objectives in its nuclear 

energy program, with the US and the 

European Union using the unfounded 

allegation as a pretext to impose illegal 

sanctions on Iran.  

 

Tehran strongly rejects the claim against 

its nuclear energy program, maintaining 

that as a committed signatory to the 

nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and a 

member of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency it has the right to use 

nuclear technology for peaceful purposes. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/11/

334072/israel-tries-to-derail-talks-with-

iran/ 

 

 IsraAID sends medical team to 
Philippines to help after monster 
storm  

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/11/334072/israel-tries-to-derail-talks-with-iran/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/11/334072/israel-tries-to-derail-talks-with-iran/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/11/334072/israel-tries-to-derail-talks-with-iran/
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Six-member group left Sunday for the 

ravaged area. A view of Tacloban City in 

the Philippines 

 

 

The IsraAID humanitarian organization 

sent a team of seven medical 

professionals to Tacloban City in the 

storm-ravaged Philippines on Saturday 

night. 

 

“It’s really hard to get any accurate 

numbers as far as [the scale of the] 

damage is concerned,” IsraAID founding 

director Shahar Zahavi said. “Since the 

area is so hard to reach right now, there’s 

a lot of doubt about the actual statistics. 

It’ll take a few days, but right now the 

most I can say is that people are 

comparing it to the 2004 [Indian Ocean] 

tsunami” that killed 230,000 to 280,000 in 

14 countries. 

 

“The immediate goal and first priority is to 

be aware of the whole injury side of the 

situation,” Zahavi said. “People don’t have 

any more health facilities, so our first goal 

is health intervention.” 

 

The Foreign Ministry announced that 

Israel would send a search and rescue 

team with experience in searching 

damaged buildings, as well as a medical 

team. 

 

A six-member advance team – four people 

from the IDF Home Front Command and 

two from the Foreign Ministry – left on 

Sunday night to evaluate what is needed 

on the ground before Israel sends a larger 

mission. 

 

Israel has frequently offered aid in the 

wake of disasters overseas, such as the 

earthquake in Haiti in January 2010 and an 

earthquake in Turkey in 2011. 

 

In the coming days, after the situation is 

better assessed, IsraAID will deploy 

trauma professionals and child protection 

specialists. 

 

“We’ll wait to get a better understanding 

of the situation to decide just how many 

people to add,” Zahavi said. 
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“But trauma and child protection are 

usually some of the most sensitive issues 

in...situations like this.” 

 

Zahavi said that he thinks there will be five 

to six members in each team, though that 

number is subject to change as they 

receive more information. 

 

“After the immediate medical issues are 

addressed, the next concerns are issues 

like the influx of people who have become 

homeless,” Zahavi said. “And in the days 

after, people start getting sick, and then 

there’s not enough food to go around. So 

the needs change as the process unfolds.” 

 

As far as a long-term timetable is 

concerned, Zahavi emphasized that 

IsraAID still maintains teams in Haiti and in 

Japan to aid in the recovery process 

following the earthquakes in 2010 and 

2011, respectively. 

 

“Our goal is not to do this in a hit-and-run 

type of fashion,” he said. “Our ability to 

maintain a presence there will depend on 

a lot of things like available resources and 

funding, but we want to provide a more 

holistic approach that focuses on long-

term aid rather than just immediate 

relief.” 

 

The Jewish Federations of North America 

have also mobilized a communal response 

to Typhoon Haiyan. 

 

In conjunction with the American Jewish 

Joint Distribution Committee, they opened 

a mailbox yesterday for Federation relief 

efforts. 

 

“Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 

Filipino people suffering from this terrible 

storm’s unimaginable destruction,” Cheryl 

Fishbein, chairwoman of JFNA’s 

Emergency Committee, said. 

 

http://www.jpost.com/International/IsraA

ID-sends-medical-team-to-help-after-

monster-storm-331196 

 

 Abbas pledges to uncover truth 
behind Arafat's death 

 

 

 

President Mahmoud Abbas said Sunday 

that the Palestinian Authority was 

http://www.jpost.com/International/IsraAID-sends-medical-team-to-help-after-monster-storm-331196
http://www.jpost.com/International/IsraAID-sends-medical-team-to-help-after-monster-storm-331196
http://www.jpost.com/International/IsraAID-sends-medical-team-to-help-after-monster-storm-331196
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determined to uncover the truth of how 

former leader Yasser Arafat died, 

regardless of the consequences.  

 

"I am confident that the investigations 

committee will reach the truth that will be 

publicized to our people," Abbas said in a 

recorded speech to coincide with a 

ceremony marking the 9th anniversary of 

Arafat's death. 

 

On Thursday, Palestinian officials 

demanded a global probe into the "killing" 

of Arafat, a day after it emerged that Swiss 

forensic tests showed he probably died 

from polonium poisoning. 

 

With the scientific analysis purportedly 

showing how the Palestinian leader had 

died mysteriously, a senior figure in the 

Palestine Liberation Organization called 

for an international inquiry to determine 

who was behind it. 

 

"The (test) results proved Arafat was 

poisoned by polonium, and this substance 

is owned by states, not people, meaning 

that the crime was committed by a state," 

said Wasel Abu Yusef of the PLO's 

executive committee. 

 

"Just as a committee was formed to 

investigate the killing of (slain Lebanese 

prime minister) Rafiq Hariri, there must be 

a international committee to investigate 

the killing of president Arafat." 

 

Also Thursday, Arafat's widow, Suha 

Arafat, called on Egyptian army chief 

General Abdel Fattah al-Sisi to help with 

an investigation into the leader's death. 

 

The demands come a day after Al-Jazeera 

published a report by Swiss scientists that 

said the results of tests on Arafat's 

remains "moderately support the 

proposition that the death was the 

consequence of poisoning with polonium-

210." 

 

Arafat died in France on Nov. 11, 2004 at 

the age of 75, but doctors were unable to 

specify the cause of death. No autopsy 

was carried out at the time, in line with his 

widow Suha's request. 

 

Arafat's remains were exhumed in 

November 2012 and samples taken, partly 

to investigate whether he had been 

poisoned - a suspicion that grew after the 

assassination of Russian ex-spy and 

Kremlin critic Alexander Litvinenko in 

London in 2006. 
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http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDeta

ils.aspx?ID=646018 

 

 Israeli forces detain 7 teens in West 
Bank arrest raids 

 

 

 

Israeli forces detained seven teenagers in 

arrests raids across the West Bank 

overnight Sunday, locals and Israel's army 

said. 

 

Witnesses told Ma'an that over 10 Israeli 

military vehicles raided the al-Jabal al-

Shamali, Khilleh al-Amoud, and al-

Maajeen neighborhoods of Nablus and 

detained Bara Ghassan Thawqan, 18, 

Asem Mustafa al-Shinar, 16, and Yazan 

Zameer al-Nouri, 18. 

 

In Tuqu village, southeast of Bethlehem, 

Israeli forces detained Moath Ibrahim al-

Oumour, 18, Baha Aref al-Oumour, 18, 

Omar Sulaiman al-Oumour, 18, and 

Ahmad Mohammad al-Oumour, 18, locals 

said. 

 

An Israeli army spokeswoman said 13 

people were detained across the West 

Bank for engaging in "illegal activities." 

 

Four were detained in Tuqu, six in 

Ramallah, one in Nablus, one in Tulkarem 

and one in Jenin. 

 

In March, a report by the UN Children's 

Fund described mistreatment of 

Palestinian children in Israeli prisons as 

"widespread." 

 

UNICEF's March report, entitled "Children 

in Israeli Military Detention," said Israel 

was the only country in the world where 

children were systematically tried in 

military courts and gave evidence of 

practices it said were "cruel, inhuman and 

degrading treatment or punishment." 

 

"Ill-treatment of Palestinian children in 

the Israeli military detention system 

appears to be widespread, systematic and 

institutionalized," it concluded, outlining 

38 recommendations. 

 

Over the past decade, Israeli forces have 

arrested, interrogated and prosecuted 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=646018
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=646018
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around 7,000 children between 12 and 17, 

mostly boys, UNICEF found, noting the 

rate was equivalent to "an average of two 

children each day." 

 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDeta

ils.aspx?ID=646098 

 

 Israeli authorities hand out 
demolition orders in East Jerusalem 

 

 

 

Israeli forces raided al-Issawiya village in 

East Jerusalem on Sunday, handing out 

demolition orders for several houses 

owned by Palestinians in the area, a local 

official said. 

 

Mohammad Abu al-Homs, a member of 

village's follow-up committee, said that 

Israeli forces and members of the 

Jerusalem municipality staff raided several 

houses in al-Issawiya, taking photos of 

each.  

 

During the raid, forces hung demolition 

orders on the walls of several houses, al-

Homs said.  

 

Reportedly among the Palestinians who 

received demolition orders was Hassan 

Abu al-Homs, who built his house several 

years ago for his seven-member family in 

the Zakaria Darwish neighborhood.  

 

Many of the houses in this small 

neighborhood are also under threat of 

demolition by Israeli forces, al-Homs said. 

 

Meanwhile, the municipality staff raided 

al-Ananiya Street near French Hill, an 

Israeli settlement in East Jerusalem.  

 

The area is facing confiscation by Israeli 

authorities in order to build a landfill, al-

Homs said. 

 

Israel has destroyed more than 500 

Palestinian properties in the West Bank 

and mostly East Jerusalem since the 

beginning of this year, displacing 862 

people, according to UNOCHA. 

 

Israel rarely grants Palestinians permits to 

build in the West Bank, including East 

Jerusalem. It has demolished at least 

27,000 Palestinian homes and structures 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=646098
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=646098
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since occupying the West Bank in 1967, 

according to the Israeli Committee Against 

House Demolitions. 

 

The internationally recognized Palestinian 

territories of which the West Bank and 

East Jerusalem form a part have been 

occupied by the Israeli military since 1967. 

 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDeta

ils.aspx?ID=645847 

 

 

 

5. JORDAN and LEBANON 
 

 Sleiman honors Amin Maalouf at 
palace ceremony 

 

 

 

President Michel Sleiman honored 

novelist Amin Maalouf over the weekend, 

bestowing upon him a Cedars Medal of 

the highest order. 

 

During a ceremony at Baabda Palace 

Saturday, Sleiman also announced that a 

commemorative stamp for Maalouf would 

soon be released as a tribute to the 

novelist. 

 

Maalouf thanked Lebanon and the 

president for honoring him and said the 

initiative reminded him of the depth of 

ties that bind him to his country. 

 

He said that he maintained the dream of a 

Lebanon where co-existence prevails. 

 

“My continuous obsession is the Lebanese 

dream, which must be achieved,” Maalouf 

said. 

 

“We are still searching for a formula of 

coexistence and the ambition of Lebanese 

expatriates is to present the most 

successful formula, which no one would 

have a future without,” he added. 

 

Born to a Christian family in Beirut, 

Maalouf worked as a journalist in the 

Lebanese capital but moved to Paris with 

his family soon after the Civil War broke 

out in 1975. 

 

In June 2012, Maalouf officially joined the 

prestigious Academie Francaise. Maalouf 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=645847
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=645847
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is the first Lebanese inducted as an 

academy immortal. 

 

Maalouf is in Lebanon presenting his 

latest novel “Les Desorientes” (The 

Disoriented) as part of the Francophone 

Book Fair. 

 

In an interview with The Daily Star, the 

author of “Leon L’Africain,” “Le Rocher de 

Tanios,” “Le Dereglement du Monde” and 

“Origines,” said visiting Lebanon was 

always an “intense” and “emotional” 

moment. 

 

“And every time, I tell myself I should 

come more often. In the end, I don’t,” he 

said. “But I should [come] and live for a 

while in the village.” 

 

He was referring to his hometown of Ain 

al-Qabbou in Lebanon’s Metn region, 

which was featured as part of his 

autobiographical novel “Origines,” in 

which the author recounts the story of his 

family. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-11/237428-sleiman-

honors-amin-maalouf-at-palace-

ceremony.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO 

 

 LBCI won’t apologize for Hezbollah 
skit 

 

 

 

Lebanese director Charbel Khalil told The 

Daily Star Sunday that he would not 

apologize for impersonating Hezbollah 

Secretary-General Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah 

and Prophet Jonah in an episode of his 

comedy show. “I will not apologize,” Khalil 

said. “We are continuing with our work, 

and this issue is behind us now.” 

 

After tuning in to the Lebanese 

Broadcasting Corporation International’s 

satirical show “Basmat Watan” – a play on 

words in Arabic meaning both “smiles of a 

nation” and “death of a nation” – over the 

weekend, a number of Hezbollah 

supporters took to the streets in Beirut 

and Baalbek to protest the comical 

impersonation of the party’s secretary-

general. 

 

Others in Tripoli also protested over the 

impersonation of the Prophet Jonah. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237428-sleiman-honors-amin-maalouf-at-palace-ceremony.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237428-sleiman-honors-amin-maalouf-at-palace-ceremony.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237428-sleiman-honors-amin-maalouf-at-palace-ceremony.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237428-sleiman-honors-amin-maalouf-at-palace-ceremony.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
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But the show’s director, Charbel Khalil, 

challenged his critics and said he would 

not apologize for the episode. 

 

“Apologizing is not possible because what 

would I be apologizing for?” Khalil told 

LBCI Saturday night, a day after the 

episode, which airs on the local television 

channel, raised tensions. 

 

“I will continue with my show but not for 

the sake of provoking [anyone],” he 

added. 

 

Khalil told The Daily Star Sunday that an 

objective media outlet had the right to 

criticize and satirize any political and 

religious figure. 

 

“[The show] has impersonated every 

religious figure, it does not mean I have 

reservations against anyone,” he said. “I 

respect them all.” 

 

He added: “The impersonation of religious 

figures has become a regular thing in 

Lebanon.” 

 

Protesters blocked roads and burned tires 

in Beirut’s Sin al-Fil as others 

demonstrated in front of the Baalbek 

Serail Friday. Others blocked the 

international highway in Tripoli and 

gathered at the Abu Ali roundabout. 

 

Members of the Association of Muslim 

Scholars also gathered in Nour Square in 

the northern city Sunday to protest the 

show, carrying banners that read: 

“Religion and its rituals are a red line.” 

 

The association, as well as the party Al-

Jamaa al-Islamiya, said the show aimed to 

incite sectarian strife in the country and 

called for its cancellation. 

 

Ahmad Hazim, spokesman for the 

association, said that the show should be 

boycotted. 

 

“We call on those concerned in the 

country, including our parents and 

students, to boycott the program and the 

station, that could be the start of a 

response which could escalate if the 

concerned station does not apologize,” 

Hazim said. 

 

Friday’s show aired two separate 

segments with actor Jean Boujedoun 

impersonating Nasrallah, wearing his 

trademark black turban and sporting a 

similar beard. The other segment showed 
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another actor impersonating the Prophet 

Jonah. 

 

In response to the episode, Dar al-Fatwa 

in the northern region of Akkar issued a 

statement asking Charbel Khalil to 

apologize for impersonating the Prophet 

Jonah. 

 

“A man’s freedom ends when it infringes 

on another man’s freedom,” Dar al-Fatwa 

said in a statement. 

 

A delegation of media professionals are 

also set to visit the head of the 

Audiovisual Media Council, Abdul-Hadi 

Mahfoud, Monday and present him with a 

petition calling to end programming that 

might harm religious figures. 

 

In 2006, “Basmat Watan” impersonated 

Nasrallah, prompting violent protests in 

Beirut and other parts of the country. 

Khalil then apologized for the sketch, 

saying it was not meant to insult the 

Hezbollah leader. 

 

“It was different then, there were injuries 

during the protests, and there was a war 

going on,” Khalil told The Daily Star. “I will 

not apologize now.” 

 

Hezbollah supporters lashed out at Khalil 

and LBCI on social media sites such as 

Facebook and Twitter and also called for 

the cancellation of the show. 

 

Participants of a group on Facebook called 

“Stop Charbel Khalil” went so far as to call 

for “Death to Charbel Khalil.” 

 

A tweet from an angry citizen read, 

“Haven’t you learned, Charbel Khalil, from 

the first time?” 

 

Some stood in solidarity with Khalil, 

claiming that the show was a satire and 

protesters were making a mountain out of 

a molehill. Some called Khalil brave. 

 

“People in Lebanon should begin to get 

used to protests and stupid insults, they 

will not work and will not scare anyone, if 

anything they garner more attention,” one 

tweet translated from Arabic read. 

 

Some Twitter postings joked that the 

incident united rivals in Tripoli and the 

southern suburbs of Beirut against Khalil. 

 

Pierre al-Daher, chairman of LBCI, 

reiterated to The Daily Star Sunday that 

neither the broadcaster nor Khalil would 

apologize for Friday’s program. 
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When asked if another Nasrallah 

impersonation could happen in the future, 

Daher replied, “Why not?” 

 

“There is an issue, and I don’t know who 

put that idea in people’s mind, that there 

are some people who cannot be 

criticized,” he said, adding that “it was 

media’s right” to impersonate and satirize 

whomever it wanted. 

 

Media analyst Sarah Rishani argued that 

while the impersonation was completely 

legal and legitimate, such reactions were 

expected, particularly since Nasrallah is 

both a political and religious actor. 

 

“It is expected that there be some 

disgruntlement,” Rishani said. 

 

“We’ve seen it before, but the fear of 

offending people should not stifle free 

expression.” 

 

Rishani also said that the program’s 

ratings spiked and hits online to view the 

episode had increased because of the 

protests. 

 

“[The show] got more clicks which defeats 

[the protesters’] purpose. It is an 

interesting paradox,” she said. 

 

According to Rishani, if the show were to 

be canceled, it would be a step backward 

for Lebanese media and freedom of 

expression. The show was taken off the air 

for a few months back in 2006 for similar 

reasons. She said “the timing of the 

episode should be questioned,” adding 

that it might have been intentional and 

the reactions expected. 

 

Rishani also said that while it was too 

early to tell, there was a very large 

possibility the show would not be taken 

off the air, at least not at the moment. 

 

“Luckily, the system [in Lebanon] is 

chaotic, so this freedom is unintentional,” 

she said. 

 

With a caretaker government in place, 

deteriorating security, and increasing 

concern over the conflict in neighboring 

Syria and the large number of refugees, 

the television program is clearly not on 

the top of the agenda. 
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Rishani said the sensitivity of the issue was 

heightened because of the prominence of 

the channel that aired it. 

 

“LBCI is a leading channel, no one wants 

to alienate it, not even Hezbollah,” she 

said. “They need LBCI, it has the largest 

audience in Lebanon.” 

 

She added there was no telling what the 

reactions would be this coming week. 

 

“Let’s see how this plays out,” she said. 

“Right now the government is a mess. 

Maybe Charbel Khalil will have to 

apologize.” – With additional reporting by 

Antoine Amrieh 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-11/237427-lbci-wont-

apologize-for-hezbollah-

skit.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO 

 

 Political escalation in Lebanon tied to 
regional developments 

 

 

 

The latest outbreak in the war of words 

between the March 8 and March 14 

camps is a reflection of ongoing 

developments in the region, a diplomatic 

source said. 

 

The source was speaking namely of 

American-Iranian negotiations on the one 

hand, and the American-Saudi talks on the 

other, following the wave of Saudi anger 

over the new U.S. policy of openness 

toward Iran, Riyadh’s traditional rival. 

 

Despite the progress made in last week’s 

talks in Geneva between Iran and the 

P5+1 group over Tehran’s nuclear 

program and the assurances which U.S. 

Secretary of State John Kerry had 

conveyed to Riyadh a few days ago, the 

source warned of Arab and European 

fears over developments in Syria’s 31-

month war. These developments could set 

the stage for the sharing of power and 

influence between the American and 

Russian superpowers, as indicated by the 

two countries’ deal to dismantle Syria’s 

chemical weapons stockpiles, the source 

said. 

 

After Speaker Nabih Berri launched the “S-

I” equation, or the need for Saudi Arabia 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237427-lbci-wont-apologize-for-hezbollah-skit.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237427-lbci-wont-apologize-for-hezbollah-skit.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237427-lbci-wont-apologize-for-hezbollah-skit.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237427-lbci-wont-apologize-for-hezbollah-skit.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
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and Iran to reach a consensus on regional 

issues, Lebanese political leaders must 

reconsider their deep and futile 

differences which would become 

irrelevant when major deals are struck 

between big regional and international 

players. 

 

Since the Lebanese political clock has 

been set according to regional time, the 

source saw a link between the warnings 

sent to political leaders that solutions 

could come at the expense of Lebanon’s 

interests and the conciliatory movements 

between rival factions, especially last 

week’s rare meeting between the Future 

Movement and the Free Patriotic 

Movement, in addition to the weekend 

meeting between caretaker Prime 

Minister Najib Mikati and Berri at the 

latter’s residence in Ain al-Tineh. 

 

Observers said the escalation of 

Hezbollah’s rhetoric against the Future 

Movement and the March 14 coalition 

was unseen even during the darkest of 

circumstances which the country passed 

through since 2005. 

 

Political sources linked Hezbollah’s new 

diatribe to the fast-moving changes in the 

region and the direction of international 

winds toward coolness following the 

progress made in the nuclear negotiations 

between Iran and the P5+1 group. 

 

This heralds a new stage governed by the 

American-Russian convergence on Middle 

East problems, which, according to 

diplomatic signals, would probably lead to 

an international conference to resolve 

crises of the entire region. 

 

This conciliatory atmosphere has 

prompted the March 8 parties, at the 

forefront of which is Hezbollah, to step up 

their rhetoric to achieve three objectives 

that are to a certain extent interlinked: 

 

First, to cover up the change in Iran’s 

policy and its rapprochement with the 

Americans, something that does not serve 

the [anti-Israel] “rejection project”; 

second, Hezbollah’s use of Lebanon as a 

card of pressure to acquire more political 

gains at the power level in Lebanon if an 

international deal is struck; and third, to 

cover up deals that could be struck under 

the table within the March 8 coalition. 

 

This Hezbollah behavior has been 

enhanced by a European official saying a 

few days ago that the party had become 
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an effective and influential regional player 

in Middle Eastern affairs, the source said. 

 

Hezbollah, according to the official, is 

directly or indirectly helping serve the 

goals of the Western security agencies in 

tracking down terror cells, especially since 

the party has security extensions in Syria, 

Iraq and Yemen. 

 

These remarks amount to an implicit 

Western recognition of Hezbollah’s 

influence amid reports that some 

European Union states might re-arrange 

their relations with the party in order to 

protect their vital interests in the region. 

 

The same political sources said that the 

March 8’s escalation was also manifested 

in the language of threats used by Rifaat 

Eid, head of the pro-Assad Arab 

Democratic Party’s politburo, against the 

Internal Security Forces’ Information 

Branch and Lebanese Army Intelligence in 

connection with the deadly twin bombings 

that targeted two mosques in the 

northern city of Tripoli in August, killing 47 

people and wounding over 500. 

 

Caretaker Interior Minister Marwan 

Charbel responded to Eid, who had 

accused the Information Branch of seeking 

to incite strife in Tripoli. 

 

The sources said the language of threats 

reflected the scale of of tension between 

Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

 

For their part, senior sources in the March 

14 coalition said that Hezbollah’s 

escalating rhetoric against it and against 

President Michel Sleiman was in line with 

a decision issued to the party. 

 

Hezbollah is seeing the return of Saudi 

Arabia’s effective and positive role in 

Lebanon, especially following the 

statements against the party made by 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-

Faisal and Kerry during the latter’s recent 

visit to Riyadh, the sources said. 

 

Kerry said that Hezbollah should not be 

allowed to decide the future of 

governance in Lebanon. 

 

Hezbollah has condemned Kerry’s 

remarks, saying it refused to let Lebanon 

be turned into “a consolation prize” for 

anyone. 

 

The March 14 sources said the inclination 

to gradually resolve the dispute over Iran’s 
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nuclear program along with the possibility 

of partially lifting international sanctions 

on Tehran have increased Hezbollah’s 

fears. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-11/237467-political-

escalation-in-lebanon-tied-to-regional-

developments.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO 

 

 Tripoli gathering calls for justice, Eid 
threatens police 

 

 

 

Sectarian rhetoric escalated in Tripoli over 

the weekend, as senior Sunni sheikhs 

called for justice for the victims of 

August’s twin car bombings, one day after 

the leader of a pro-Assad party warned 

that Alawites would fight back if targeted. 

 

Around 3,000 people, many carrying black 

flags bearing the declaration “there is no 

God but God,” gathered for a rally dubbed 

“Achieving Justice” at the Rachid Karami 

Expo in Tripoli to demand that the 

perpetrators of the car bombings be 

punished. 

 

“The Sunnis will no longer be silent over 

the blood of their martyrs,” said Salem al-

Rafei, the head of the Muslim Ulama 

Commission and the imam of Al-Taqwa 

Mosque, adding that failure to apprehend 

those responsible for the bombings would 

threaten the “disintegration” of Lebanon. 

 

The Salafist Rafei criticized the state’s 

treatment of Ahmad Assir, the embattled 

Sunni sheikh who went on the run after 

being defeated in a battle against the 

Lebanese Army in the southern city of 

Sidon in June. Many at the rally chanted: 

“We will sacrifice ourselves for you, Assir.” 

 

“We call on the state to deal with those as 

it dealt with Sheikh Assir,” he said. “If that 

criminal in Jabal [Mohsen] is their symbol 

then Assir is the symbol of the Sunnis.” He 

was referring to Ali Eid, head of the pro-

Syrian regime Arab Democratic Party who 

was charged last week for facilitating the 

escape of one of the alleged perpetrators 

of the August twin bombings. 

 

Speakers in Sunday’s rally condemned the 

Syrian regime and its allies in Lebanon and 

called on the state to arrest the 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237467-political-escalation-in-lebanon-tied-to-regional-developments.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237467-political-escalation-in-lebanon-tied-to-regional-developments.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237467-political-escalation-in-lebanon-tied-to-regional-developments.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237467-political-escalation-in-lebanon-tied-to-regional-developments.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
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perpetrators of the Tripoli bombings, 

while criticizing what they called a double 

standard in dealing with Assir and allies of 

the Syrian regime. 

 

The rally featured chants against Tripoli 

mufti Malik Shaar, who was criticized for 

calling on fighters in the predominantly 

Sunni Bab al-Tabbaneh to clear their 

positions and not being sufficiently tough 

on their rivals in Jabal Mohsen. 

 

The rally came a day after Rifaat Eid, a 

leading member of the pro-Assad Arab 

Democratic Party, accused the 

Information Branch of the Internal 

Security Forces of coercing a suspect into 

naming his father in relation to the 

bombings case. 

 

During a one-hour news conference at 

Jabal Mohsen, ADP politburo head Eid 

accused the police and other security 

agencies of framing his father Ali Eid and 

also lambasted Military Prosecutor Judge 

Saqr Saqr over his handling of the 

investigation. 

 

“The Information Branch [shed] our blood 

and therefore we regard the [shedding of 

their] blood as halal [permissible],” he told 

reporters, describing the police branch as 

“an agent in Lebanon.” 

 

Last week, Saqr charged Ali Eid along with 

his driver, Ahmad Mohammad Ali, with 

helping Ahmad Merhi – a key suspect in 

the August bombings in Tripoli – flee to 

Syria. 

 

During the news conference, Rifaat Eid 

alleged that Army Intelligence had 

tortured the driver, forcing him to name 

Ali Eid as having ordered him to smuggle 

Merhi into Syria. 

 

“Ali made his confessions after he reached 

a stage where he could no longer tolerate 

the beating and torture. He made his 

confessions at the behest of Army 

Intelligence after they told him the 

political cover was lifted from Ali Eid,” 

Rifaat Eid said. 

 

“They first told him you can say either 

Rifaat Eid or Ali Eid,” he said. 

 

The ADP official said that once Army 

Intelligence had obtained the confession 

of Ahmad Ali, the driver, he was sent to 

the Information Branch, where he was 

treated for his wounds but also coerced 
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into repeating the fabricated confession 

under threat of being tortured. 

 

Eid said while in the custody of the 

Information Branch the driver was 

exposed to “psychological” torture, 

including being shown devices used for 

torturing people. 

 

“They then forced him to sign a document 

that he smuggled Ahmad Merhi to Syria,” 

Eid said. 

 

On Aug. 23, two car bombings outside two 

mosques in Tripoli led to the killing of at 

least 47 people and the wounding of more 

than 500. Eleven people have been 

charged in the case, several of them with 

reported links to the ADP and Syrian army 

intelligence. 

 

Tripoli has been affected by the spillover 

of the war in Syria, with repeated clashes 

between the predominantly Alawite 

neighborhood of Jabal Mohsen and 

majority Sunni neighborhood of Bab al-

Tabbaneh. 

 

Fighters in Bab al-Tabbaneh blame the 

ADP for the bombings outside the Al-

Taqwa and Al-Salam mosques, an 

allegation which the party denies. 

 

During the news conference, Rifaat Eid, a 

staunch ally of the regime in Damascus, 

alleged his Alawite community was facing 

a conspiracy hatched by Saudi Arabia, 

which he claimed had infiltrated security 

agencies in Lebanon. 

 

Eid reiterated that his father “would never 

go to the ISF Intelligence for questioning” 

but later said “I am under the law and I 

always will be.” 

 

The Interior Ministry defended over the 

weekend the Information Branch in the 

face of the allegations. 

 

“Legitimating the killing of others is a 

takfiri, criminal language and can hold the 

person accountable by law,” the office of 

caretaker Interior Minister Marwan 

Charbel said in a statement. 

 

“The office strongly condemns this 

degrading language which expresses a 

spirit of hostility and irresponsibly poses 

danger to civil peace and [promotes] 

reprisals,” it added. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-11/237463-tripoli-

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237463-tripoli-gathering-calls-for-justice-eid-threatens-police.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237463-tripoli-gathering-calls-for-justice-eid-threatens-police.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
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gathering-calls-for-justice-eid-threatens-

police.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO 

 

 Envoy denies Saudi role in Lebanon 
crisis 

 

 

 

Saudi Ambassador to Lebanon Ali Awad 

Assiri rejected in remarks published 

Sunday Hezbollah’s accusations that the 

kingdom was obstructing the formation of 

a new Cabinet and preventing Parliament 

from meeting to approve draft laws. 

 

Assiri also reiterated Saudi support for 

Lebanon’s stability and sovereignty. 

 

The envoy’s remarks come on the eve of 

President Michel Sleiman’s crucial visit to 

Saudi Arabia during which he will hold 

talks with King Abdullah and Crown Prince 

Salman on the deepening political crisis, 

attempts to restart the stalled National 

Dialogue between the rival factions, and 

the impact of the 31-month war in Syria 

on Lebanon’s security and stability. 

 

Sleiman’s visit, scheduled for Monday, 

comes against the backdrop of a heated 

campaign launched by Hezbollah against 

Saudi Arabia and its key ally, the Future 

Movement, which the party blamed for 

the seven-month Cabinet deadlock and 

paralysis in Parliament. 

 

It also comes amid deep national divisions 

between the Hezbollah-led March 8 

alliance and the March 14 coalition over 

the conflict in Syria. The Lebanese crisis 

has been deepened by Hezbollah’s 

military intervention in Syria on the side of 

President Bashar Assad’s forces. 

 

Referring to political divisions in Lebanon, 

Assiri urged the feuding parties to engage 

in “a constructive dialogue” to resolve 

their differences. 

 

“Saudi Arabia wants to preserve Lebanon 

and its unity. This is at the crux of its 

concerns,” he said in a televised interview. 

“The kingdom has no demand except the 

demand to intensify efforts for dialogue 

and for preserving Lebanon.” 

 

In another interview with the Saudi daily 

Ash-Sharq al-Awsat, Assiri indirectly 

dismissed Hezbollah’s accusations, saying 
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those launching media campaigns against 

the kingdom lacked credibility among the 

Lebanese people. 

 

“Those behind the campaign against the 

kingdom lack credibility among the 

Lebanese people and their intention can 

be summed up as an attempt to mislead a 

section of the Lebanese public opinion,” 

Assiri said. 

 

In an indirect reference to Hezbollah’s 

military engagement in the Syrian war, he 

said: “The goal [of the campaign] is to 

divert attention away from a path in which 

[Hezbollah] has entered with a regional 

orientation and abandoned its declared 

principles.” 

 

“There is no need to recall the kingdom’s 

stances toward Lebanon and all sections 

of its people,” Assiri added. 

 

“All of Lebanon realizes the kingdom’s 

true stances and its permanent keenness 

on respecting Lebanon’s sovereignty and 

non-interference in its internal affairs,” he 

said. He added that Saudi-Lebanese 

relations would not be affected by “other 

parties’ calculations.” 

 

Senior Hezbollah officials, including party 

leader Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah, have 

launched a vehement verbal campaign 

against Saudi Arabia in the past few 

weeks, accusing it of using its March 14 

allies to obstruct the formation of a new 

Cabinet and paralyze Parliament by 

boycotting its sessions. 

 

Hezbollah has also accused the Future 

Movement and its March 14 allies of 

implementing an alleged Saudi-U.S. plan 

to target the resistance party and punish it 

for its role in Syria. 

 

For their part, the Future Movement and 

its March 14 allies have repeatedly 

accused Hezbollah of obstructing the 

Cabinet formation with its demand for 

veto power and its insistence that the 

tripartite equation, “the Army, the people 

and the resistance,” be mentioned in the 

Cabinet’s policy statement. 

 

Assiri also highlighted Sleiman’s upcoming 

visit to Saudi Arabia. 

 

“The visit will be an occasion to reiterate 

support for the Baabda Declaration, which 

calls for neutralizing Lebanon, particularly 

from the crisis in Syria,” he said. 

“Sleiman’s visit is of utmost importance 
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given the deep-rooted brotherly ties 

between the two brotherly countries and 

peoples.” 

 

Meanwhile, Sleiman denied media reports 

that the Cabinet crisis and the extension 

of his six-year-term in office, which 

expires in May 2014, would be among 

topics of discussion with top Saudi 

officials. 

 

“There are interpretations and 

speculations [about the visit] but they’re 

all unrealistic and inaccurate with regard 

to the Cabinet [formation] and the 

extension [of my term],” Sleiman told Al-

Mustaqbal newspaper. “I am the 

president, not a president-designate and I 

will not speak about the issue of 

government formation with Saudi 

officials.” 

 

“The main themes of my visit will be 

Lebanon, Lebanese expatriates [in Saudi 

Arabia], the situation in Syria and Iranian-

Saudi ties, all of which have repercussions 

on Lebanon,” he added. 

 

He also reiterated his opposition to the 

extension of his mandate. “I will not 

accept attempts to extend [my term] and I 

will not discuss the extension issue in 

Saudi Arabia,” he said. 

 

“I challenged Parliament’s extension of its 

mandate [earlier this year]. How could I 

approve my own extension?” he asked, 

adding that extending a president’s term 

was undemocratic.Asked whether he 

would oppose a presidential candidate 

with a military background, Sleiman said: 

“Everyone has the right to run but a 

constitutional obstacle should be 

eliminated if a [member of the] military 

were to run.” 

 

Sleiman also said he would meet former 

Prime Minister Saad Hariri during his one-

day visit to Riyadh. Despite low 

expectations by the March 8 camp, 

Sleiman said he expected his visit to Saudi 

Arabia to be beneficial for Lebanon. 

 

Maronite Patriarch Beshara Rai was also 

optimistic about Sleiman’s visit to Saudi 

Arabia. 

 

“There is great friendship between the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Lebanon. 

The president’s visit in this difficult time in 

which we are living will have big fruitful 

results on our crisis in the region,” Rai told 
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reporters at Beirut airport after returning 

from a visit to the Vatican. 

 

He praised Sleiman’s rejection of the 

extension of his mandate. “We support 

him [Sleiman] with all our strength that 

the presidential elections be held on its 

constitutional date with the election of a 

new president,” Rai said. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-11/237472-envoy-

denies-saudi-role-in-lebanon-

crisis.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO 

 

 Jordan calls for action against Israeli 
renovation at Jerusalem holy site 

 

 

Jordan on Sunday voiced its rejection of 

Israeli “renovation” works at the Western 

Wall of Al Aqsa Mosque in the Holy City of 

Jerusalem. 

 

Earlier this week, Israeli occupation’s 

archaeology department workers started 

“renovation” works at a part of the 

Western Wall that is adjacent to the 

Islamic waqf known as “Hosh Al Shahabi” 

or Ribat Al Kurd, under the protection of 

the Israeli occupation forces. 

 

This step was taken despite Jordan’s 

objections, reported the Jordan News 

Agency, Petra, which were put in writing 

more than once, against all forms of Israeli 

intervention at the site that are 

considered a violation of the sanctity of Al 

Aqsa Mosque and a breach of the 

Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty as 

Jerusalem is part of the occupied lands 

under the international law. 

 

Israel continued to carry on with such 

works despite resistance from the Islamic 

Awqaf Department in Jerusalem and from 

the Palestinian residents of Jerusalem, the 

agency said. 

 

Minister of State for Media Affairs and 

Communications Mohammad Momani 

was quoted as saying that the renovation 

of the wall and the floor at Hosh Al 

Shahabi, which is an Islamic waqf 

(religious endowment), is the 

responsibility of the Islamic Awqaf 

Department and not the occupation 

authorities. 

 

The Israeli authorities prevent the Islamic 

awqaf from carrying out the needed 

renovations of the Islamic holy site, 

Momani noted. 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237472-envoy-denies-saudi-role-in-lebanon-crisis.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237472-envoy-denies-saudi-role-in-lebanon-crisis.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237472-envoy-denies-saudi-role-in-lebanon-crisis.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-11/237472-envoy-denies-saudi-role-in-lebanon-crisis.ashx#axzz2kK5sHOfO
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The minister called on the international 

community, world entities, the United 

Nations, the Organisation of Islamic 

Cooperation and the Arab League to 

intervene and prevent the occupation 

authorities from pursuing their “acts of 

aggression against holy Islamic and 

Christian sites in Jerusalem”. 

 

Jerusalem is inscribed on the World 

Heritage List, upon a proposal by Jordan in 

1981, and on the List of World Heritage in 

Danger (1982), and the occupying 

authorities are not entitled to change the 

status quo at the site. 

 

The Western Wall is part of Al Aqsa 

Mosque, which is the third holiest site in 

Islam. 

 

http://jordantimes.com/jordan-calls-for-

action-against-israeli-renovation-at-

jerusalem-holy-site 

 

 Generations For Peace volunteers 
working hard to make a difference — 
Prince Feisal 

 

 

 

From a modest beginning in 2007, to 

being ranked among the “Top 100 NGOs in 

the World” this year with over 8,300 

volunteer in 46 countries, Generations For 

Peace (GFP) is moving ahead with its 

mission. 

 

GFP, which was ranked in the “Top 100 

NGOs in the World” by the Global Journal 

for impact innovation and sustainability, is 

“a very young organisation” dedicated to 

sustainable peace building and conflict 

transformation through sport, arts, 

advocacy, dialogue and empowerment, 

according to its founder, HRH Prince 

Feisal. 

 

“We are still very young. We started 

focusing very much on the basic camps to 

begin with, then we saw there was a need 

to establish the Generations For Peace 

Institute as an important complement to 

the work that we are doing here,” the 

prince told The Jordan Times in an 

exclusive interview. 

http://jordantimes.com/jordan-calls-for-action-against-israeli-renovation-at-jerusalem-holy-site
http://jordantimes.com/jordan-calls-for-action-against-israeli-renovation-at-jerusalem-holy-site
http://jordantimes.com/jordan-calls-for-action-against-israeli-renovation-at-jerusalem-holy-site
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He said the institute provides the 

academic research arm to look at the 

impact of “what we are doing” and help 

develop best practices to ensure that GFP 

continues to make a positive impact, he 

added. 

 

The institute, which was established in 

2010, is leading and supporting 

collaborative multidisciplinary research, 

and then sharing knowledge and best 

practices across all sports for peace and 

community development. 

 

GFP concluded its Amman Camp 2013 on 

Sunday with the participation of 70 

delegates from Jordan, Lebanon, 

Palestine, and Yemen. 

 

“We had a very interesting camp, which 

focused on the MENA region with the 

inclusion of four new countries... Algeria, 

Tunisia, Libya and Egypt. I think it is 

showing that we have an impact across 

the Arab region and we have a need to 

believe and work for peace stronger than 

before,” Prince Feisal said. 

 

The ninth GFP camp, supported by the 

Norwegian embassy, concluded with a 

message from the prince during a press 

conference saying: “Over the last 10 days, 

you have worked hard.” 

 

“Tomorrow, you will return home armed 

and ready — for peace building. You are 

equipped with the knowledge and skills 

you need to begin to implement your own 

programmes in your communities, to 

address local issues of conflict and 

violence,” he told the delegates. 

 

“You have joined the growing ranks of 

more than 8,300 trained Generations For 

Peace volunteers in 50 countries,” the 

prince added. 

 

The last two GFP international camps 

were held in Sochi, Russia, and this is the 

first camp in Jordan since 2010. 

 

“In the last couple of years, we also 

focused on advanced training, because we 

recognised that there is a need to enhance 

the delegates’ capabilities. I think we 

continue to grow one step at a time in a 

very balanced format,” the prince said. 

 

“I think there is a positive feedback again. 

The fact that the International Olympic 

Committee recognised Generations For 

Peace, only one of two organisations in 

the peace development area, is an 



 

   Sayfa 62 

indication of the impact that we were able 

to have,” he added. 

 

“It is true some people were sceptical in 

the past, but when they see the results of 

what we are able to achieve, we are 

getting more enthusiasm and more people 

who want to join and learn the skills to 

bring peace, tolerance and understanding 

to reduce the level of violence in their 

communities.” 

 

Prince Feisal, who is also president of the 

Jordan Olympic Committee, stressed that 

“flexibility is the key”. 

 

“We had a lot of success, but we still have 

a lot of work to do, and what makes 

Generations For Peace rather unique is 

really the flexibility in trying to adapt and 

working with best practices; we are 

learning what works and what does not,” 

he noted. 

 

“We are not static. We are not happy with 

what we have now. That is why we 

continue to refine and develop the idea 

more and review what could be done,” 

the prince said. 

 

“There are many sad stories in the world, 

and I try my best to sit with delegates 

because their stories really inspire me.” 

 

“There are so many stories and it is very 

hard to single one [out], but what really 

impresses me is [seeing] the enthusiasm 

and passion in the eyes of delegates. 

 

“At the end of the day, they are going 

back to change their society. Here, we try 

to give them advice and guidance, but... it 

is up to the individual to make a 

difference,” he added. 

 

For the prince, the dream is becoming a 

reality but there is still much to be done. 

 

“We are seeing a lot of positive responses; 

more people are getting interested in our 

work, and I believe the media is doing an 

excellent job in spreading the message, 

but still we need to see more recognition 

for our programmes by the local media,” 

he said. 

 

So far, the GFP programmes have touched 

the lives of more than 213,000 children, 

youths and adults. 

 

“I don’t think we can ever have too much 

peace,” Prince Feisal said. 
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“Peace is something every human being 

deserves to live in… but this is something 

that requires work, effort and dedication, 

and — thank God — we have a great 

group of volunteers who are willing to 

make this difference and work hard in 

their communities in sometimes very 

challenging circumstances.” 

 

http://jordantimes.com/generations-for-

peace-volunteers-working-hard-to-make-

a-difference----prince-feisal 

 

  ‘Over 1,000 Syrians entered Jordan 
over past 72 hours’ 

 

 

 

Around 500 Syrians crossed into Jordan on 

Sunday, the Jordan Armed Forces said, 

raising the total number of new arrivals 

over the past 72 hours to over 1,200. 

 

The vast majority of Sunday’s arrivals had 

fled conflict-hit northern Syrian cities such 

as Homs and Hama and traversed eastern 

desert routes near the Iraqi border to get 

to the Kingdom to avoid the Syrian 

regime’s shelling along the Jordanian-

Syrian border, according to relief officials. 

 

Jihad Al Omari is one of the hundreds of 

Syrians who claim to have undertaken the 

journey over the past few days — a trek 

that forces many families to travel tens of 

kilometres with scant food supplies and 

shelter. 

 

“When we were told that the main route 

to Jordan was closed, we had no choice 

but to go east,” Omari said on Sunday, 

two days after his family of five completed 

a five-day flight from their home village 

north of Hama into Jordan. 

 

“It was cold, and we slept on the ground 

each night, but God protected us.” 

 

Syrian activists claim that intensifying 

violence in Homs and Aleppo has sparked 

an exodus of over 8,000 civilians into the 

eastern Syrian desert over the past three 

days in a bid to seek refuge in Jordan. 

 

Meanwhile, thousands of refugees 

remained threatened by heavy shelling on 

Sunday as Damascus reportedly continued 

http://jordantimes.com/generations-for-peace-volunteers-working-hard-to-make-a-difference----prince-feisal
http://jordantimes.com/generations-for-peace-volunteers-working-hard-to-make-a-difference----prince-feisal
http://jordantimes.com/generations-for-peace-volunteers-working-hard-to-make-a-difference----prince-feisal
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its two-month aerial offensive in the 

border region. 

 

The rebel Free Syrian Army claims that 

over 140 refugees have been killed in the 

nine-week offensive, warning that the 

lives of thousands more remain 

threatened should the campaign continue. 

 

Some 40,000 would-be refugees have 

been prevented by rising violence from 

crossing into Jordan and remain stranded 

in border towns and villages. 

 

Jordan has opened its borders to over 

600,000 Syrians since the onset of the 

conflict in March 2011. 

 

On Saturday, Interior Minister Hussein 

Majali warned that the ongoing funding 

gap is delaying the opening of the 

country’s third Syrian refugee camp, an 

80,000-capacity facility in Azraq. 

 

http://jordantimes.com/over-1000-

syrians-entered-jordan-over-past-72-

hours 

 

 Al Rai, JT employees decide to 
observe one-day strike 

 

 

 

The Jordan Times will not be published on 

Tuesday due to a one-day strike to be 

observed Monday by the employees of 

the Jordan Press Foundation (JPF) which 

also publishes Al Rai Arabic daily. 

 

The decision to strike was taken after the 

appointment of a new board of directors 

headed by former interior minister Mazen 

Saket whom they described in a statement 

as an “enemy of press freedoms”.  

 

The state-owned Social Security 

Investment Fund (SSIF) on Sunday 

appointed Saket as the new JPF chairman, 

succeeding Ali Al Ayed, whose resignation 

was demanded by the protesters after he 

reportedly called in police into the 

foundation’s premises to interfere in the 

protest last week. 

 

The move by SSIF, which owns around 55 

per cent of foundation’s shares, to replace 

http://jordantimes.com/over-1000-syrians-entered-jordan-over-past-72-hours
http://jordantimes.com/over-1000-syrians-entered-jordan-over-past-72-hours
http://jordantimes.com/over-1000-syrians-entered-jordan-over-past-72-hours
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the board of directors, aimed at putting an 

end to the 35-day sit-in by JPF employees 

who are demanding a new management 

and the implementation of a labour 

agreement signed in 2011. 

 

Saket’s appointment failed to change the 

situation as protesting journalists and 

workers rejected the names of some 

appointees to the new board of directors. 

 

The former interior minister was initially 

welcomed by protesters as he visited the 

protest tent erected on JPF premises, but 

soon after the new names of other board 

members were leaked, employees 

shouted slogans against the SSIF selection 

as it included columnists from two other 

competitors — Ad Dustour and Al Ghad 

dailies — and a former information 

minister. 

 

The protest flared as Saket stated that he 

has plans to restructure the paper, which 

the employees’ statement interpreted as a 

plan to lay off employees. 

 

Saket left the newspaper’s offices after 

failing to communicate with the sit-in 

leaders.   

 

The employees of the JPF sought in their 

continued protests to pressure the 

administration to honour a labour 

agreement signed two years ago between 

the employees’ representatives and the 

Ministry of Labour, which appoints SSIF 

representatives on the board. The 

employees want the management to 

implement the 2011 government-

sponsored agreement, under which they 

were promised a restructuring of salaries. 

 

After the failure of the government to 

respond to their demands following weeks 

of protests, the protesting employees 

started also calling for the ouster of Prime 

Minister Abdullah Ensour. 

 

In addition, they have started a boycott of 

the news of the prime minister and his 

government, citing the negative responses 

they have received from the government, 

which controls the JPF’s board of directors 

through the Social Security Corporation. 

 

On Sunday, the statement by JPF 

employees said the sit-in was intended to 

“reform Al Rai by restoring its historic role 

in serving Jordanians and the Hashemite 

Throne and not the government of 

Abdullah Ensour”. 
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“As we were seeking to upgrade the 

performance of the establishment 

professionally and administratively, Saket 

was parachuted upon us to immediately 

announce that he would terminate the 

services of employees through 

restructuring and dismissing half of the 

workers,” the statement continued. 

 

In a statement issued last week, the 

protesting employees also criticizsed the 

“government’s unacceptable interference 

in the affairs of Al Rai”. 

 

JPF Director General Omran Kheir 

submitted his resignation last Monday 

amid workers’ demands of replacing the 

entire board, where SSC representatives 

call the shots. 

 

Last week, the Jordan Press Association 

(JPA) called on His Majesty King Abdullah 

to intervene to help Al Rai and Ad Dustour 

newspapers overcome their financial 

troubles and the challenges facing them as 

a result of their “weak boards”. 

 

In the statement, the JPA council said it 

has repeatedly called on the past three 

consecutive governments, through official 

correspondence and meetings, to deal 

with problems facing the two press 

institutions, whose board members are 

appointed by the government, the Jordan 

News Agency, Petra, reported. 

 

The association stressed the need to 

appoint responsible boards for both 

newspapers, with members selected 

without wasta or favouritism, who can 

increase revenues by enhancing work 

conditions instead of threatening to lay off 

workers under the pretext of 

restructuring. 

 

http://jordantimes.com/jpf-employees-

reject-appointment-of-new-board-

members-to-continue-protests 

 

 

6. ARABIAN PENINSULA AND THE 
GULF OF BASRA 
 

 Several killed in Yemen drone strikes 

 

 

 

http://jordantimes.com/jpf-employees-reject-appointment-of-new-board-members-to-continue-protests
http://jordantimes.com/jpf-employees-reject-appointment-of-new-board-members-to-continue-protests
http://jordantimes.com/jpf-employees-reject-appointment-of-new-board-members-to-continue-protests
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Five people have been killed by two drone 

strikes in Yemen's southern province of 

Abyan, the country's interior ministry says. 

 

A ministry statement released on Friday 

said that the men were al-Qaeda suspects, 

and that they were killed on Thursday. 

 

The statement did not whether the drones 

were launched by Yemen or the United 

States. 

 

However, local officials in Abyan, which 

was a stronghold for Yemen-based al-

Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 

and other armed groups during an 

uprising that ousted veteran President Ali 

Abdullah Saleh last year, told the Reuters 

news agency that the drones were 

American. 

 

AQAP is regarded by the United States as 

one of the most active wings of the 

network, posing a serious threat to 

Western interests including oil tanker 

traffic in the Gulf. 

 

Last year, the Yemeni army, with US 

backing, drove al-Qaeda fighters and their 

allies from some of their southern 

strongholds. 

 

The fighters have since regrouped and 

mounted attacks on government officials 

and installations. 

 

The US regularly launches drone strikes 

against AQAP in a campaign that has been 

criticised by rights groups as executing 

suspects without trial, with civilians often 

killed alongside terrorism suspects. 

 

Sectarian clashes continue 

 

Meanwhile, fighting between Shia Muslim 

rebels and hardline Sunni Muslims 

continued to rage in the country's north 

on Friday. 

 

Security officials said on Friday that the 

sectarian clashes killed two people in 

recent fighting, the latest deaths in 

ongoing clashes that have left dozens 

dead over the past 10 days. 

 

Shia Houthi rebels have been fighting 

ultraconservative Salafis and jihadists in 

the city of Damaj in the northern Saada 

province. 

 

Security officials said on Friday that 12 

people also were injured in the last two 

days. 
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The officials spoke on condition of 

anonymity because they were not 

authorised to brief the media. 

 

Serour al-Wadie, a spokesman of the 

Salafi movement, said Houthis used 

mortars and rocket-propelled grenades in 

an attack Friday on a mosque in Damaj. 

 

Earlier this week, Yemeni President Abd 

Rabbo Mansour Hadi warned of sectarian 

strife and urged both sides to stop the 

violence in remarks aired on state 

television. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/several-killed-yemen-drone-

strikes-2013119003940201.html 

 

 Smell of revenge as clashes between 
Saudi police and migrants turn deadly 

 

 

 

Hundreds of illegal migrants targeted in a 

Saudi nationwide crackdown turned 

themselves in on Sunday after security 

forces besieged a Riyadh neighbourhood 

where riots had killed two people. 

 

Men, women and children lined up 

carrying their belongings to board police 

buses transferring them to an assembly 

centre before their deportation, a week 

after a seven-month amnesty expired. 

 

Police said they intervened on Saturday 

following riots in the poor Manfuhah 

neighbourhood of the capital after 

foreigners attacked Saudis and other 

foreign expats with rocks and knives. 

 

One Saudi and another person, whose 

nationality and identity remains unknown, 

were killed, said a police statement 

carried by the SPA state news agency. 

 

Another 68 people -- 28 Saudis and 40 

foreigners -- were injured and 561 were 

arrested. 

 

The Manfuhah district of Riyadh is home 

to many illegal migrants, mostly from east 

Africa. 

 

On Sunday, police laid siege to the district 

while units from the National Guard and 

Special Forces were sent in, a 

photojournalist said. 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/several-killed-yemen-drone-strikes-2013119003940201.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/several-killed-yemen-drone-strikes-2013119003940201.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/several-killed-yemen-drone-strikes-2013119003940201.html
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The Ethiopian government said on 

Saturday it was repatriating citizens who 

had failed to meet the deadline of a 

seven-month amnesty, citing reports that 

an Ethiopian had been killed by police. 

 

"They were trying to get them in the camp 

before repatriation and in that process... 

an Ethiopian has been killed with a police 

bullet, but we are verifying it," foreign 

ministry spokesman Dina Mufti said in 

Addis Ababa. 

 

Saudi police said on Saturday illegal 

migrants in Manfuhah have been given 

the chance to come forward and that 

accommodation has been made available 

while their repatriation is arranged. 

 

On Monday, the authorities began 

rounding up thousands of illegal foreign 

workers following the expiry of a final 

amnesty for them to formalise their 

status. 

 

Those considered to be illegal range from 

overstaying visitors and pilgrims seeking 

jobs to shop assistants and day labourers 

working for someone other than their 

sponsor. 

 

Having an official sponsor is a legal 

requirement in Saudi Arabia and most 

other Gulf states. 

 

Nearly a million migrants -- Bangladeshis, 

Filipinos, Indians, Nepalis, Pakistanis and 

Yemenis among them -- took advantage of 

the amnesty to leave. 

 

Another roughly four million were able to 

find employers to sponsor them, but in so 

doing virtually emptied the market of 

cheap freelance labour. 

 

Expatriates account for a full nine million 

of the oil-rich kingdom's population of 27 

million. 

 

The lure of work, even in low-paid jobs as 

domestics or construction workers, has 

made the country a magnet for migrants 

from Asia as well as from poorer Arab 

states. 

 

Despite its huge oil wealth, Saudi Arabia 

has a jobless rate of more than 12.5 

percent among its native population, a 

figure the government has long sought to 

cut. 

 

Saudi economists have insisted that the 

departure of illegal workers will benefit 
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the largest Arab economy in the long run, 

but Saudis have already began to feel the 

pinch of a surging cost of labour because 

of a shortage of day workers. 

 

Saudis and expatriates say that casual 

workers who used to queue in public 

squares for odd jobs have virtually 

disappeared since police began strictly 

enforcing tough labour laws. 

 

The labour ministry said on Saturday it will 

continue to accept applications from 

undocumented foreigners seeking to 

legalise their status, but that they will be 

fined for the elapsed period since the 

amnesty ended on November 3. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62488 

 

 Bahrain court hands life sentences to 
two men over car bomb attack 

 

 

 

 

 

A Bahraini court Sunday jailed for life two 

defendants convicted of blowing up a car 

outside a Sunni mosque in an attack that 

caused no casualties, a judicial source 

said. 

 

The criminal court sentenced three others 

to 15 years in prison for their involvement 

in the July 17 attack near the royal court in 

the Sunni-majority Rifaa district south of 

Manama, the sources added. 

 

The men had been charged with forming 

an illegal group that "used terror". 

 

The explosion caused by the bomb made 

from two gas cylinders took place outside 

Sheikh Isa bin Salman mosque. 

 

It was condemned by the authorities in 

the Gulf kingdom as well as by the Shiite-

led opposition. 

 

Since September 29, a total of 143 people 

have been sentenced to prison terms of 

up to life, after King Hamad in August 

ordered stiffer penalties for "terror acts". 

 

These include a minimum 10-year jail term 

for an attempted bombing. If such attacks 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62488
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62488
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cause casualties, the sentence can be life 

imprisonment or the death penalty. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62495 

 

 International fears as short truce 
crumbles in northern Yemen 

 

 

 

Deadly clashes resumed Saturday 

between Zaidi Shiite rebels and Sunni 

Islamists in northern Yemen, both sides 

said, a day after the Red Cross evacuated 

44 wounded during a lull. 

 

The fighting, which first erupted late last 

month, has centred on a Salafist mosque 

and Koranic school in the town of Dammaj 

that has been besieged by the rebels, 

known as Huthis after their leading family. 

 

"Intermittent confrontations have taken 

place... during an attack by the Huthis on 

the mosque in Dammaj that has killed one 

person and wounded seven," Salafist 

spokesman Khaled al-Ghorbani said. 

 

A rebel leader, Ali al-Bahiti, confirmed the 

resumed fighting. 

 

The International Committee of the Red 

Cross said its staff took advantage of a lull 

on Friday to evacuate some of the 

wounded, including a woman who was 

eight months pregnant and four children. 

 

It added that they had also delivered 

enough dressings to both sides to treat up 

to 600 wounded, as well as medicines to 

treat diarrhoea and respiratory ailments. 

 

UN special envoy Jamal Benomar warned 

last week that the fighting in Dammaj 

"threatens the security of Yemen." 

 

"Large groups of gunmen are being 

mobilised from different areas. This would 

have serious security implications," he 

said. 

 

The Huthis have been battling the central 

government for nearly a decade in remote 

Saada province, but the latest fighting 

between the rebels and the Salafists has 

given an added sectarian dimension to the 

fighting. 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62495
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62495
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http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62477 

 

 Saudi Arabia demands permanent 
Security Council seat for Arabs 

 

 

 

Saudi Arabia’s Ambassador Abdallah al-

Muallimi to the United Nations demanded 

a permanent seat for Arabs at the Security 

Council, saying the UN body has failed 

tackle Middle East issues. 

 

Muallimi criticized the Security Council as 

“crippled” by the veto power, which only 

five countries hold. He said a “just 

international representation” is needed. 

 

Saudi Arabia rejected last month to take a 

traditional Arab seat in the Security 

Council in protest at the body's failure to 

end the Syria war and act on other Middle 

East issues. 

 

The Security Council is dominated by its 

five permanent members - Britain, China, 

France, Russia and the United States - 

which have veto power over its decisions. 

 

To ensure diversity, the council's 10 

elected members are made up of three 

from Africa, two from Asia-Pacific, one 

from Eastern Europe, two from the Latin 

American and Caribbean group, and two 

from the Western European and others 

group. Five are chosen each year to serve 

two-year terms. 

 

Arab states are split between the Asia-

Pacific and African regional blocs and 

there is an unofficial deal that at least one 

Arab nation is always represented on the 

Security Council. 

 

Saudi Arabia was the Arab candidate from 

the Asia-Pacific bloc. Kuwait had put its 

hand up to be the next Arab candidate 

from the group and to run for the 2018-

2019 term on the Security Council, which 

has led some diplomats to speculate that 

the Gulf U.S. ally could be a capable 

replacement. 

 

Arab countries have been trying to 

persuade Saudi Arabia to take up the 

Security Council seat. 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62477
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62477
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“Kuwait forms part of the efforts currently 

being carried out to convince Saudi Arabia 

to reverse its decision,” Foreign Ministry 

Undersecretary Khaled al-Jarrallah told 

state news agency KUNA on Thursday. 

 

Muallimi called on Friday for “profound 

and comprehensive” reform of the UN 

Security Council that includes expanding 

its membership and “abandoning the veto 

system or restricting its use.” 

 

“The Security Council has failed to address 

the situation in the Palestinian and Arab 

occupied territories, an issue under 

consideration by the council for more than 

six decades,” Al-Muallimi told a General 

Assembly debate on Security Council 

reform. 

 

“The Syrian crisis continues, with a regime 

bent on suppressing the will of its people 

by brutal force, killing and displacing 

millions of people under the watch and 

sight of a council paralyzed by the abuse 

of the veto system,” he said. 

 

Syrian ally Russia, backed by China, has 

vetoed three council resolutions since 

October 2011 that would have 

condemned Syrian President Bashar al-

Assad's government and threatened it 

with sanctions. 

 

Saudi Arabia has warned of a shift away 

from the United States in part over what it 

sees as Washington's failure to take action 

against Assad and its policies on Iran. 

 

US Secretary of State John Kerry met King 

Abdullah of Saudi Arabia on Monday and 

praised the US alliance with Saudi Arabia 

as strategic and enduring, but strains in 

the nearly 70-year-old relationship were 

apparent. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62482 

 

 Only in Kuwait: Government faces 
third grilling request in less than two 
weeks 

 

 

 

A Kuwaiti lawmaker demanded on Sunday 

to question State Minister for Planning 

and Development Rula Dashti over alleged 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62482
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62482
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mismanagement, in the third grilling 

request in less than two weeks. 

 

MP Khalil Abdullah accused the minister of 

failing to perform her duties, blamed her 

for delayed development plans and 

accused her of "undermining Kuwait's 

national economic security and risking the 

country's future." 

 

Opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani filed a 

similar request on October 31 to grill 

Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-

Sabah, blaming him for the chronic 

housing crisis, rife corruption and a 

decline in public services. 

 

And MP Hussein Al-Mutairi has since 

asked to grill Health Minister Sheikh 

Mohammad Abdullah Al-Sabah over 

alleged corruption and mismanagement, 

amid another looming political crisis in the 

oil-rich Gulf state. 

 

Parliament speaker Marzouk al-Ghanem 

said Sunday that all three grillings are 

listed on the agenda of the parliament 

session on November 12. 

 

The premier and the two ministers have 

the right to delay debate on the grillings 

for two weeks. 

 

The grillings could lead to votes of no-

confidence which, if passed, would result 

in the dismissal of the officials. 

 

Although the emirate has amassed over 

$400 billion in surpluses in the past 13 

fiscal years thanks to high oil price, the 

pace of development has been slow. 

 

In 2010, parliament approved a $110 

billion four-year development plan, but 

less than a third of the projects listed have 

been implemented mainly due to political 

tensions and the repeated dissolution of 

parliament. The plan period ends next 

March. 

 

Since early 2006, the OPEC state has seen 

dozens of prime ministers and other 

cabinet members questioned, with many 

forced to resign ahead of no-confidence 

votes. 

 

The latest victim was former oil minister 

Hani Hussein, who quit in May ahead of a 

grilling. 

 

The current parliament was elected in July 

in Kuwait's second polls in eight months 

after the country's top court dissolved the 

previous house due to procedural flaws. It 
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was the second parliament to be scrapped 

for the same reason in a year. 

 

Due to bitter political disputes dating back 

to 2006, parliament has been dissolved by 

the emir four times and nullified by court 

order on two occasions, while a dozen 

cabinets have been formed. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62489 

 

 With appeals and condemnations, UN 
'fights' Qatar modern-day slavery 

 

 

A top UN official on Sunday urged Qatar to 

improve conditions for foreign labourers, 

as the Gulf emirate builds a massive 

infrastructure for the 2022 football World 

Cup. 

 

"Many migrants face human rights 

violations in the workplace," said the UN 

special rapporteur on the human rights of 

migrants, Francois Crepeau, concluding an 

eight-day visit to Qatar, which has come 

under fire over the alleged exploitation of 

workers. 

 

"Some are not paid their wages, or are 

paid less than agreed," he said. 

 

"I am also concerned about the level of 

accidents in construction sites, and 

hazardous working conditions resulting in 

injury or death," he told a press 

conference. 

 

Qatar has the highest ratio of migrants to 

citizens in the world. Approximately 88 

per cent of the total population are 

foreign workers, he noted. 

 

Crepeau urged the energy-rich state to 

introduce measures that would protect 

workers, such as establishing a minimum 

wage for all employees, including 

domestic staff. 

 

Gulf countries do not enforce a minimum 

wage for foreign workers, leaving it up to 

employers. 

 

The UN envoy advised an "effective labour 

inspection system," with more inspectors 

"well trained on human rights standards, 

and interpreters in the most commonly 

used languages." 

 

He also called for the "right of association 

and to self-organisation for all workers," in 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62489
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62489
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addition to allowing workers to change 

jobs "without sponsor/employer consent 

and (to) abolish the exit fee requirement." 

 

The sponsor system, by which an 

employee must be sponsored by an 

individual or a firm, is applied in most Gulf 

countries, leaving expats at the mercy of 

sponsors who could refuse to allow them 

to leave. 

 

Crepeau recommended that Qatar ratify a 

number of UN conventions on the 

protection of migrant workers, civil and 

political rights, and the convention against 

torture. 

 

Britain's Guardian newspaper earlier this 

year charged that labourers in Qatar were 

faced with "modern-day slavery" and 

were paying with their lives. 

 

The country has come under the spotlight 

of human rights organisations as it 

embarks on a multi-billion-dollar plan to 

host the 2022 World Cup. 

 

"The stress of the world cup, coming up in 

nine years, will probably develop solutions 

that can be then spread to the rest of the 

Qatari society," said Crepeau. 

 

Sepp Blatter, chief of world football's 

governing body FIFA, said on Saturday 

from Doha that the issue of working 

conditions in Qatar was being addressed. 

 

Amnesty International, which is publishing 

a report on Qatar migrant workers later 

this month, has urged the country to end 

"exploitation" by enforcing and reforming 

existing laws intended to protect workers. 

 

Difficult conditions for migrant workers 

remain an issue across the oil-rich Gulf 

region, but some countries have 

introduced strict measures to improve 

their situation, including monitoring 

wages payments. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62492 

 

 US Secretary of State in UAE: Syria 
and Iran loom high on agenda 

 

 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62492
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62492
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US Secretary of State John Kerry arrived in 

the United Arab Emirates Sunday to brief 

the US ally on talks with Iran on its nuclear 

programme and efforts to hold Syria 

peace talks. 

 

He flew in from Geneva where three days 

of marathon talks which stretched into 

early Sunday failed to produce an interim 

deal under which Iran would suspend 

parts of its enrichment programme in 

return for sanctions relief. 

 

Despite leaving without an agreement 

after his surprise decision to re-route his 

10-day Middle East tour via the Swiss city, 

the top US diplomat insisted western 

powers were "closer now" to ending the 

decade-long standoff with Tehran. 

 

He dismissed the idea that a row with 

French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius 

had derailed the talks at the last minute, 

while also rejecting criticism Washington 

was abandoning key allies. 

 

"A number of nations -- not just the 

French, but ourselves and others -- 

wanted to make sure that we had the 

tough language necessary" to ensure the 

six powers did not do "something sloppily 

that could wind up with a mistake," he 

told NBC's "Meet the Press". 

 

Reiterating the P5+1 group, comprising 

Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia 

and the United States, was "not in a rush," 

Kerry said the aim was "to lock the 

programme in where it is today -- in fact, 

set it back -- while one negotiates the full 

deal." 

 

The United States wanted "to exhaust all 

the diplomatic remedies before we resort 

to the use of military force if we have to." 

 

Kerry was due to hold dinner talks with 

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Zayed Al-Nahayan and Foreign Minister 

Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahayan, before 

heading home to Washington on Monday 

at the end of an exhausting seven-nation 

tour. 

 

The UAE like its Saudi neighbours has 

reacted warily to the cautious US 

rapprochement with the new Iranian 

regime of President Hassan Rouhani. 

 

But Kerry insisted Iran would be under 

"tremendous pressure" to comply with a 

deal as "the core architecture" of oil and 

banking sanctions would remain. 
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"We are not blind, and I don't think we're 

stupid. I think we have a pretty strong 

sense of how to measure whether or not 

we are acting in the interests of our 

country and of the globe, and particularly 

of our allies like Israel and Gulf states and 

others in the region," he told NBC. 

 

And he stressed there was "zero gap" 

between the US administration and "our 

commitment to our allies in the Gulf and 

the region." 

 

Kerry will also discuss the conflict in Syria, 

after renewing US opposition to military 

intervention to end the 31-month conflict 

which has claimed 120,000 lives during a 

visit to Riyadh at the start of the week. 

 

"Absent a negotiated solution we don't 

see a lot of ways to end the violence that 

are implementable or palatable to us, 

because we don't have the legal authority, 

or the justification or the desire at this 

point to get in the middle of a civil war," 

he told reporters then. 

 

In September the UAE agreed with Saudi 

Arabia, Jordan and France to strengthen 

the Syrian opposition in its battle against 

President Bashar al-Assad's regime. 

 

Efforts to get a peace conference off the 

ground bringing together the regime and 

the opposition have also floundered, and 

any such talks have now been pushed 

back towards the end of the year. 

 

The United Arab Emirates also is due to 

buy $4 billion worth of US weaponry, 

including bunker-buster bombs, 300 

SLAM-ERs and 1,200 JSOW missiles, under 

pending sales notified to Congress in 

September. 

 

The move follows a series of US weapons 

deals in recent years that have bolstered 

the air power and missile arsenals of Gulf 

states, which view Iran as a menacing rival 

with nuclear ambitions. 

 

The UAE also showed frustration when 

Washington froze part of its $1.5 billion 

aid package to Egypt after the military 

overthrew its first democratically elected 

president, Mohamed Morsi, on July 3. 

 

Last month, the UAE agreed to give 

Egypt's military-installed government 

another $3.9 billion in aid, after 

transferring $1 billion in July. 
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In a bid to mend bridges, Kerry started his 

marathon trip in Cairo on November 3, his 

first visit since Morsi was deposed. He also 

visited Saudi Arabia, Poland, Israel, the 

West Bank, Jordan and Switzerland. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62500 

 

 Putin calls Saudi king to discuss 
regional, international issues 

 

 

 

Saudi King Abdullah has received a 

telephone call from Russian President 

Vladimir Putin to discuss the latest 

regional and international issues, the 

official Saudi Press Agency (SPA) reported 

on Sunday. 

 

“During the telephone conversation, they 

reviewed bilateral relations between the 

two countries in addition to the latest 

developments at regional and 

international arenas,” SPA reported. 

 

Meanwhile, Agence France-Presse quoted 

the Kremlin saying that the two leaders 

“expressed a mutual interest in furthering 

(their) cooperation and maintaining 

contacts at various levels” aimed at 

helping resolve world disputes. 

 

In October, Saudi Arabia has rejected a 

much coveted U.N. Security Council seat. 

 

Riyadh cited the Security Council’s failure 

to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian dispute, 

inability to end the 32-month Syrian 

conflict, and halt nuclear proliferation in 

the region. 

 

Saudi Arabia’s frustration was mainly 

directed at Russia and China, whose 

stances on Syria were seen as pro-

President Bashar al-Assad’s regime. 

 

Saudi Arabia and Russia witnessed 

strained relations also due to Moscow’s 

decision to complete the construction of 

Iran’s first nuclear power plant. 

 

Riyadh supports the rebels fighting 

Assad’s regime and suspects that Tehran is 

developing an atomic bomb. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/10/Putin-calls-Saudi-

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62500
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62500
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/10/Putin-calls-Saudi-king-to-discuss-regional-international-issues-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/10/Putin-calls-Saudi-king-to-discuss-regional-international-issues-.html
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king-to-discuss-regional-international-

issues-.html 

 

 

 

7. AFRICA and EGYPT 
 

 String of attacks in eastern Libya 
highlights growing insecurity 

 

 

 

A string of attacks in eastern Libya has 

killed a public prosecutor and three 

members of the security forces in less 

than 24 hours, judicial and medical 

sources said Saturday. 

 

Since the ouster of veteran dictator 

Moamer Gathafi in October 2011, eastern 

Libya has been hit by a wave of bombings 

and shootings, mostly targeting security 

officials. 

 

Prosecutor Mohamed al-Naass was killed 

in the town of Derna on Saturday when an 

explosive device attached to his car 

detonated, a judicial source said. 

 

Naass was responsible for the "Al-Jabal Al-

Akhdar region, east of Benghazi," the 

source said. 

 

In Benghazi, Libya's second city, gunmen 

driving past an army checkpoint shot dead 

two Special Forces soldiers late on Friday, 

Al-Jala hospital spokeswoman Fadia al-

Barghathi said. 

 

Barghathi added that the body of a police 

lieutenant colonel, Sherif al-Ajili, had been 

brought to the hospital late on Friday, and 

that he had been "killed by a gunshot 

wound to the head". 

 

Troops and police have beefed up their 

presence in Benghazi to try to check the 

attacks, although so far their presence has 

done little to stop the violence. 

 

Libya's government has struggled to 

stamp its authority as militias of ex-rebels 

have carved their own fiefdoms in a 

country flooded with weapons looted 

from Gathafi's arsenal. 
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Violence and insecurity have also hit the 

capital this week. 

 

Two people were killed and 29 others 

wounded in clashes between rival militias 

in Tripoli on Thursday, the latest incident 

in a wave of violence that is terrorising 

residents and underlines the country's 

instability. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62478 

 

 Zeidan to Libyans: Rebel against 
militias to prevent ‘foreign 
occupation’ 

 

 

 

Prime Minister Ali Zeidan warned Libyans 

of the possibility of foreign powers 

intervening unless the country's current 

chaos ends, in an appeal Sunday aimed at 

rallying his campaign against militias. 

 

"The international community cannot 

tolerate a state in the middle of the 

Mediterranean that is a source of 

violence, terrorism and murder," said 

Zeidan. 

 

Citing the example of Iraq, he warned 

against "the intervention of foreign 

occupation forces" in Libya. 

 

Zeidan said his country was still subject to 

a resolution under Chapter VII of the UN 

Charter that allows the international 

community to intervene to protect 

civilians. 

 

Libya's government has struggled to assert 

its authority as militias of ex-rebels have 

carved their own fiefdoms in a country 

flooded with weapons looted from the 

arsenal of the ousted regime of Moamer 

Gathafi. 

 

Speaking at a news conference, Zeidan 

called on Libyans to rebel against the 

armed militias. 

 

"The people must take to the streets ... 

and support the building up of the army 

and police," said the prime minister. 

 

His calls for support from the public 

illustrate the inability of the authorities to 

deal with the militias. 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62478
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62478
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"The state has not been built yet ... we 

need time," Zeidan said, adding that 

measures had been taken to accelerate 

the training of professional security 

forces. 

 

His remarks came after a string of deadly 

attacks in Tripoli and eastern Libya during 

the past week, in the latest sign of 

growing lawlessness that has plagued the 

country since Gathafi's ouster. 

 

Rebels who overthrew Gathafi were hailed 

as heroes for bringing an end to more 

than four decades of dictatorship. 

 

But many have rejected government 

demands to turn in their weapons or join 

the national security forces, posing a 

constant threat to stability. In October, a 

militia group briefly kidnapped Zeidan 

from his hotel in Tripoli. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62496 

 

 Algeria says Morocco responsible for 
diplomatic impasse 

 

 

 

Algeria’s foreign minister said Sunday that 

Morocco had caused a diplomatic impasse 

over the way it responded after his 

country’s flag was torn down from its 

consulate in Casablanca. 

 

“The Moroccan authorities know exactly 

what they need to do to get out of this 

impasse because they got themself into 

the impasse,” said Ramtane Lamamra at a 

news conference in Algiers. 

 

On November 1, at a demonstration over 

disputed Western Sahara in front of 

Algiers’ mission, a young Moroccan tore 

the Algerian flag down. 

 

The incident sparked anger in Algiers, and 

Moroccan authorities said they had been 

“firm” with the perpetrator, but denied 

they had apologised. 

 

The protester was arrested, and is due to 

be tried for the incident on November 21, 

according to Moroccan weekly Tel Quel. 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62496
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62496
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But Lamamra said it was an “insult” that 

“this individual who committed this 

double crime is welcomed as a hero in 

certain circles.” 

 

Dozens of people had gathered outside 

the consulate in Morocco’s economic 

capital to protest comments by Algerian 

President Abdelaziz Bouteflika on Western 

Sahara. 

 

International mechanism 

 

In a speech read out in Bouteflika’s name 

at a meeting in Abuja, he said an 

international mechanism to monitor 

human rights in Western Sahara was 

needed “more than ever”. 

 

Rabat in protest recalled its ambassador 

to Algiers. 

 

Morocco’s King Mohammed VI also 

reacted angrily to the comments, saying 

his country would not be lectured to, 

“particularly by those who systematically 

trample on human rights”, he said, in a 

clear allusion to Bouteflika. 

 

Algiers has not responded to the 

comment, and on Sunday, Lamamra said: 

“In diplomacy, silence can be very 

eloquent.” 

 

The spat was the latest between the North 

African neighbors whose decades-old 

rivalry centers on the disputed territory, 

annexed by Morocco in 1975 in a move 

never recognized by the international 

community. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/10/Algeria-says-

Morocco-responsible-for-diplomatic-

impasse-.html 

 

 Court sets 10 December for Akef’s 
trial over insulting judiciary 

 

 

 

Cairo Appeals Court has set 10 December 

as the beginning of the trial of former 

Muslim Brotherhood Supreme Guide 

Mohamed Mahdy Akef for charges of 

“insulting the judicial authorities.” 

  

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/10/Algeria-says-Morocco-responsible-for-diplomatic-impasse-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/10/Algeria-says-Morocco-responsible-for-diplomatic-impasse-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/10/Algeria-says-Morocco-responsible-for-diplomatic-impasse-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/10/Algeria-says-Morocco-responsible-for-diplomatic-impasse-.html
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Judge Tharwat Hammad referred Akef to 

trial following complaints by several 

judges that he had insulted the judiciary in 

a previous interview he had made with 

Kuwaiti newspaper Al-Jarida. 

  

In the beginning of interrogations, Akef 

had denied making the interview in the 

first place, claiming that he was speaking 

to a number of mass information school 

students before discovering that his 

speech was published by the paper, 

which, he says, did not ask for his 

permission for publication. 

  

Regardless, Akef stresses that he holds 

respect for the judiciary. 

 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/news

/court-sets-10-december-akef-s-trial-over-

insulting-judiciary 

 

 Egyptian soldiers killed at checkpoint 

 

 

 

Two soldiers killed and one wounded in 

attack on on road leading between towns 

of Ismailiyah and Zagazig. 

 

Gunmen have killed two Egyptian soldiers 

in an attack on a military facility near the 

Suez Canal city of Ismailiyah, a security 

official said. 

 

A third soldier was wounded in Sunday's 

attack on the base, located on the road 

between Ismailiyah and the city of 

Zagazig, to the west in the Nile Delta. 

 

The gunmen opened fire from a passing 

vehicle, the official, speaking to the 

Reuters news agency on condition of 

anonymity, said. 

 

Attacks on the security forces have 

become commonplace since President 

Mohamed Morsi was removed from 

power by the army on July 3 following 

mass protests against his rule. 

 

His downfall set off an armed campaign 

against the state by fighters in the Sinai 

Peninsula with links to al-Qaeda. 

 

Gunmen have also struck in towns and 

cities to the west of Sinai in the Suez Canal 

area and the Nile Valley. 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/court-sets-10-december-akef-s-trial-over-insulting-judiciary
http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/court-sets-10-december-akef-s-trial-over-insulting-judiciary
http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/court-sets-10-december-akef-s-trial-over-insulting-judiciary
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The interim government installed by the 

army says it is fighting a war on terrorism, 

with the army launching a campaign to re-

establish control of the Sinai. 

 

After Morsi's downfall, the security forces 

killed hundreds of supporters of his 

Muslim Brotherhood and arrested some 

2,000 more. 

 

The Brotherhood says it is committed to 

peaceful resistance, while the state has 

described it in terms akin to al-Qaeda. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/egyptian-soldiers-shot-dead-

at-checkpoint-

2013111023481458705.html 

 

 Egyptian football star ‘in trouble’ 
after flashing Rabaa protest sign 

 

 

 

Egypt’s infamous “Rabaa” protest sign 

appears to be brewing trouble for 

sportsmen in support of its cause. 

Ahmed Abdel-Zaher, a top football player 

at premier league team Al Ahli, flashed the 

four-fingered salute during the African 

Champions League final against South 

Africa’s Orlando Pirates on Sunday. 

 

The Egyptian side, commonly referred to 

as the “Red Devils,” beat the Pirates 2-0 to 

win the African Champions League with a 

3-1 aggregate victory. 

 

But officials at the football club’s 

management said Zaher’s actions would 

be investigated, while on social media, 

Ahli fans also expressed anger at the 

player, with many also calling for an 

investigation. 

 

Zaher made the sign when he celebrated 

scoring the second goal, later saying he 

sought to honour the victims of the 

police's dispersal of an Islamist sit-in in 

August that left hundreds dead and 

thousands injured, according to an Ahram 

Online news report. 

 

The sit-in took place at the Rabaa al-

Adawiya protest camp in Cairo. In Arabic 

“Rabaa” means “fourth,” and the hand 

gesture is being used to display solidarity 

with the protesters. 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/egyptian-soldiers-shot-dead-at-checkpoint-2013111023481458705.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/egyptian-soldiers-shot-dead-at-checkpoint-2013111023481458705.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/egyptian-soldiers-shot-dead-at-checkpoint-2013111023481458705.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/egyptian-soldiers-shot-dead-at-checkpoint-2013111023481458705.html
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But Zaher’s moves were played down by 

Egypt's Sports Minister Taher Abou-Zeid 

on Sunday night. 

 

"Ahli's Champions League triumph is 

bigger than Abdel-Zaher's sign. This does 

not matter, what matters is that Ahli won 

the title," Abou-Zied said in a television 

interview, according to Ahram Online. 

 

"Ahli is a patriotic club that was always at 

the heart of any revolution." 

 

Earlier this month, an Egyptian Kung fu 

player was banned for one year after 

wearing a Rabaa sign T-shirt in a 

tournament in Russia. 

 

According to Egyptian media reports, the 

Egyptian Kung fu Association temporarily 

banned Mohammad Youssef from 

representing Egypt in the recent world 

championships, which took place in 

Malaysia. 

He was ordered to return to Cairo to await 

official sanction, where he was punished 

with the one-year ban.  

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/sports/20

13/11/11/Egypt-football-star-in-trouble-

after-flashing-Rabaa-sign.html 

 

 Moroccans fear returning to Libya 

 

 

 

Many Moroccans who came back home 

from Libya after the revolution have yet to 

go back. While some of them plan to 

return to Libya, others fear the on-going 

violence. 

 

Naima, 53, lived in Libya for eight years. A 

mother of three, she had to move there in 

2005 to look after her family. In Libya, her 

job at a large festival hall gave her an 

income equivalent to 5,000 dirhams (447 

euros) per month and enabled her to 

meet the needs of her children and 

mother, she said. 

 

Although her financial situation has 

worsened since she returned to Morocco, 

she does not plan to go back. 

 

[AFP/Fadel Senna] Moroccan Prime 

Minister Abdelilah Benkirane welcomed 

his Libyan counterpart Ali Zidan to Rabat 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/sports/2013/11/11/Egypt-football-star-in-trouble-after-flashing-Rabaa-sign.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/sports/2013/11/11/Egypt-football-star-in-trouble-after-flashing-Rabaa-sign.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/sports/2013/11/11/Egypt-football-star-in-trouble-after-flashing-Rabaa-sign.html
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last month. The two sides are working to 

reduce visa restrictions.  

 

"I've lost everything. I call friends and they 

tell me that insecurity still prevails. I can't 

take any risks. I still feel scared when I 

remember the war scenes, especially since 

stability is too fragile in that country," she 

said with tears in her eyes. 

 

Hicham Ferraki said that although stability 

was lacking in Libya, the shortage of job 

opportunities in Morocco meant that it 

would be better to return to Tripoli where 

he worked for ten years. 

 

"I want to go back, but the administrative 

procedures have become difficult. You 

need a visa to get into Libya. Here in 

Morocco, I still haven't found a job even 

though it's been two years since I came 

back to my home country. Without the 

help of my family, I can't survive. So I 

won't hesitate to head straight to Libya so 

I can make a living," he said with 

determination. 

 

Like Hicham, many Moroccans who lived 

in Libya now hope to go back there. To 

highlight their situation, the parliamentary 

group of the Constitutional Union party in 

the Chamber of Councillors questioned 

Foreign Minister Salah Eddine Mezouar on 

their plight on October 28th. The MPs 

called on the government to shoulder its 

responsibilities towards them. 

 

During his speech, Mezouar offered 

assurances and said that the joint consular 

committee between the two countries 

would begin investigating cases involving 

this community, estimated at more than 

100,000 people, by the end of this year. 

He added that the matter was constantly 

raised with Libya, as happened during the 

latest visit by the Libyan prime minister to 

Morocco. 

 

The Moroccan embassy in Libya has taken 

steps to help the expat workers, including 

with regard to the protection of their 

property and help with their social needs. 

 

"We will do our best to help Moroccan 

nationals living in Libya so that their 

suffering will end," the foreign minister 

pledged. He said that he hoped to see 

stability prevail in the country, whose 

people and decision-makers face security 

challenges, in the near future. 

 

In July 2012, Morocco and Libya agreed 

that visa requirements would be waived 

for Moroccans who hold diplomatic, 



 

   Sayfa 88 

official or special passports. They also 

agreed to continue with joint efforts to lift 

visa requirements for Moroccan citizens 

who hold ordinary passports once security 

has been restored and competent 

authorities have been established in Libya. 

 

http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/a

wi/features/2013/11/08/feature-03 

 

 

 

8. AFGHANISTAN - PAKISTAN 
 

 Afghans protest against bilateral 
security deal with US 

 

 

 

Afghan demonstrators have gathered on 

the streets of Kabul to protest against a 

potential security deal on the future of the 

US military involvement in the country. 

 

Fayez Khorshid, Press TV correspondent in 

Kabul reports, a large number of people 

including key politicians and tribal elders 

gathered in the capital on Sunday to voice 

opposition to the security deal between 

Kabul and Washington. 

 

The demonstration had been organized by 

the National Unity and Anti-Foreign 

Military Bases Front, led by former Afghan 

Prime Minister Ahmad Shah Ahmadzai. 

 

The demonstrators called for a swift US 

military pullout, saying that there is no 

need for the security deal, which, if 

signed, would require American forces to 

remain in Afghanistan for years to come. 

 

More than 85,000 foreign troops are 

stationed in Afghanistan of which the 

majority are American. 

 

The decision on whether the bilateral deal 

should be signed will be made during an 

assembly of Afghanistan's tribal elders on 

November 19 to 21, though it would need 

further approval by the Afghan 

parliament. 

 

Washington has recently been piling up 

pressure on Kabul to sign the pact. 

 

The anti-US sentiment has increased in 

Afghanistan particularly due to a rise in 

http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/awi/features/2013/11/08/feature-03
http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/awi/features/2013/11/08/feature-03
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the number of civilian casualties as a 

result of US-led attacks. 

 

Afghanistan remains gripped by insecurity 

over a decade into the US-led invasion of 

the country. 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html 

 

 Afghanistan rejects Pentagon report 
on Afghan forces casualties 

 

 

The ministry of defense of Afghanistan on 

Sunday rejected the recent report by 

Pentagon regarding the Afghan security 

forces casualties. 

 

Gen. Zahir Azimi, defense ministry 

spokesman said the report by Pentagon 

does not reflect the truth regarding the 

casualties of the Afghan security forces. 

 

Pentagon in its congressional report 

informed of a spike in Afghan security 

forces casualties and said that Afghan 

national army and Afghan national police 

casualties have increased by 79 percent in 

2013. 

 

The Pengaton report also stated that the 

coalition security forces casualties have 

reduced by 60 percent, and the report 

cited Afghan security forces lead in 

combat operations as the main reason 

behind growing casualties. 

 

Pentagon also warned that the Afghan 

national security forces will be at great 

risk without the support of the 

international community beyond 2014. 

 

However, Afghan defense ministry 

rejected Pentagon’s report which 

suggested that the Afghan security forces 

casualties have increased by 79 percent. 

 

The Afghan defense ministry however 

confirmed that the Afghan security forces 

casualties have increased as compared to 

the previous years. 

 

The ministry in a statement said Afghan 

security forces casualties have increased 

by 14 percent due to security transition. 

 

The statement further added that 

Pentagon’s report regarding Afghan 

security forces casualties is not correct, 

and insisted that Afghan security forces 

casualties have increased but not to the 

extent of 80 percent. 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html
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http://www.aopnews.com/today.html 

 

 45 anti-government militants lay 
down arms in N. Afghanistan 

 

Forty five anti- government militants laid 

down arms and resumed normal life in 

northern Baghlan province on Sunday, a local 

official, Mawlawi Sarajudin Seerat, said. 

 

"A 45-member group of militants who were 

involved in anti- government activities in 

Baghlan-e-Markazi district of Baghlan province 

with Pul-e-Khumri as its capital 160 km north 

of the capital city Kabul over the past couple 

of years, gave up fighting and handed over 

their weapons to local authorities today," 

Seerat told newsmen here. 

 

"With joining these people to the peace 

process and handing over their weapons to 

the government, the security will be further 

improved in Baghlan-e-Markazi district and 

adjoining areas," the official further said. 

 

Baghlan-e-Markazi has been regarded as 

Taliban stronghold in Baghlan province where 

the militants often create security and law and 

order problems. 

 

Taliban militants fighting the government are 

yet to make comment. 

 

More than 4,000 Taliban militants, according 

to officials, have given up fighting and joined 

the government-backed peace process over 

the past one year, a claim rejected by Taliban 

outfit as fabricated. 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html 

 

 Afghan forces detain Taliban 
commander 

 

Security forces captured a Taliban commander 

in Taliban former stronghold the southern 

Kandahar province on Sunday, a statement of 

National Directorate for Security (NDS), or the 

country's national spy agency, said. 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html
http://www.aopnews.com/today.html
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"The Special Forces of NDS have captured a 

Taliban commander from Panjwai district of 

Kandahar province," the statement released 

here Sunday said. 

 

Without mentioning the name of the captured 

man, the statement added during the 

investigation, the arrested militant admitted 

his relations with the Taliban leadership and 

commanding a 12-member group in Kandahar 

province. 

 

Taliban militants fighting the government 

haven't made comment. 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html 
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